Thesis abstract

The thesis deals with expert discussions on economic criminality in Czechoslovakia
during the 1970s and 1980s. The first chapter introduces the issue in the macroeconomic
and social context and outlines the dual way in which the practice of illegal enrichment was
depicted in contemporary film and TV-series production. The second chapter introduces
dominant authoritative discourse and its concept of economic crime as a phenomenon alien
to the socialist regime. This view has also been reflected in the legislative adjustment, as well
as party and government measures to dispose of the undesirable phenomenon. The following
third chapter focuses on contemporary criminology science as an expert community, whose
primary focus was on analyzing and proposing measures to address various crime-related
problems. The institutional integration of the Research Institute of Criminology, the main
platform of criminological research in the state, to the Prosecutor General's Office, and the
influence of Marxist science on criminological methodology, reflected the authoritative
discourse into professional discussions. The content analysis of twenty selected texts of non-
public professional provenance shows in several areas the extent to which the influence
of ideology was noticeable and, on the contrary, how far went the critical voices to the regime

arrangement.
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