
This paper deals with the topic of women in British India, especially in the second half of the 19th
century, and the change of their situation during the British rule. With the British taking over the rule of
the country in the second half of the 19th century, Indian society was more and more being exposed to
European customs and different takes on women’s position in society. The British introduced numerous
laws which in effect improved the situation of women, such as the Hindu Widows Remarriage Act for
example, and will be reviewed and assessed with regard to their historical context in this paper. Not only
does this thesis give an insight into the women’s situation during this period, it also illustrates what was
done to change it from both British and Indian perspectives.
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