
This dissertation explores the topic of courage in Nicolae Steinhardt’s life and theology. Nicolae 

Steinhardt (1912-1989) was a Jewish-born intellectual who converted to Orthodoxy as a political 

prisoner in Communist Romania, to then later become a monk. In the beginning I introduce the 

topic, motivation and structure of this dissertation, which analyses courage as experience and 

virtue. In the first chapter I present the author, his context, life journey, work and its reception. In 

the second chapter I focus on the topic of courage as a virtue in Steinhardt’s work and theology 

and I review it from multiple perspectives. The last chapter concludes the analysis by assessing 

the relevance of Steinhardt’s contribution to today’s context.   

 


