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The aim of this Thesis is to describe the newly discovered Library of Melchior Gniesen 

von Kobach († 1627), the Council of the Appellate court and the Chancellor of the Maltese 

Order, which is currently located in Maltese library stored in the Library of the National Archive 

of the Czech Republic (includes 184 vol.).  

The theoretical part presents a basic information about the formation and form of town 

libraries in the early modern period, short description of the Knights of St John in Bohemia, 

description of the history and current state of the convent library in Prague, Melchior Gniesen´s 

CV and presentation of his library. 

In the practical part thereis a complete catalog of the surviving books of the Library of 

Melchior Gniesen, its content and formal analysis, followed by evaluation of the importance of 

work. Used research methods are: observation, document analysis and analogy. 

 


