
Abstract 

The thesis deals with the topic of the pastoral letters of the Old Catholic bishop Augustin 

Podolák from the years 1971 till 1989, in other words during the time, when the bishop was 

deprived by the state of his state approval for spiritual functions.  

To illustrate the case the thesis include also three letters from the time after the 

revolution, that can shed some lite on the depth of the personality of Bishop Augustin. Beside 

the pastoral letters the thesis deals also with the history of the Old Catholic Church, because 

this history often influenced the content of the bishop’s letters.  Last but not least the thesis 

offers also a biography of the second Old Catholic bishop from his birth till his death. 


