
Abstract 

This master thesis deals with the affair Spiegel from 1962 and the Czech Television-Crisis 

from the turn 2000 and 2001. Both cases are compared by the conceptual approach of 

democratic consolidation from the Juan Linz´s and Alfred Stepan´s work The Problems of 

Democratic Transition and Consolidation (Baltimore, 1996). The analysis aims to find out 

whether German Federal Republic in 1962 and the Czech Republic on the start of the third 

millennium fulfilled the first three Linz´s and Stepan´s criteria of a consolidated democracy. 

The theoretical chapter highlights some of alternative approaches and discussions about 

democratic consolidation as an analytical tool in comparative politics.  

 


