
Trafficking in human beings is considered to be one of the most serious crimes in which
there is a significant violation of fundamental human rights. Through recommendations and
binding documents, international organisations call on states to prevent human trafficking,
and  if  it  occurs,  to  allow  for  the  settlement  of  human  rights  of  its  victims.  National
governments are responsible for compliance with human rights commitments, not only on
the  level  of  policy  formulation,  but  also  in  terms  of  their  implementation  in  practice.
However, experience of social work with trafficked persons in the Czech Republic shows
that victims of this serious crime have no access to settlement of their rights. The aim of this
paper  was  to  evaluate  whether  the  Czech  Republic  meets  the  selected  human  rights
standards that ensure the victims' access to their rights. The evaluation of the situation was
based on the selected criteria defining the meeting of individual human rights standards of
the Aim for Human Rights organisation. Fulfilling the selected criteria was examined on the
case of proceeding of state authorities in the case of exploitation of hundreds of foreign
workers  in  the  forestry  industry,  known  as  the  "Stromkaři"  (Tree  Workers)  case.  The
evaluation showed that while on the formal level the standards required by the international
documents from the Czech Republic are complied with sufficiently, their implementation in
practice lags way behind. Organisations providing services to trafficked persons must in
addition  to  social  work  with  specific  people  also  continue  to  seek  changes  in  the
implementation of the policy in question.


