Abstract

The following thesis analyses the form and importance of extreme case formulations based on
more than 10 research interviews. Extreme case formulations, i.e. formulations comprising
expressions such as “nothing®, “everything* or “noone®, which present a phenomenon or a
circumstance according to its minimal or maximal properties, can constitute a complication in
the analysis of research interviews. This thesis expand the existing hypothesis of extreme case
formulations by adding new findings, for example the bipolarity of extreme case
formulations. In the analysed data, these do often occur together with different clasifiers,
which either weaken (softeners) or strengthen (intensifiers) their extreme force. At the same
time the following thesis broadens the research of extreme case formulations of
interdisciplinary approach, which uses the findings from psychology and rhetoric. The
conducted research is furthermore completed with the acoustic analysis of semantically
extreme formulations, whose results show that extreme case formulations often tend to be
acoustically emphasized.
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