An Abstract

The dissertation is devoted to criminal recidivism terms of probation officers who
work daily with offenders, who were imposed an alternative punishment. The theoretical part
is focused on explanation of restorative and retributive justice and probation and mediation
service in the Czech Republic but also in England and Germany. Furthermore, the theoretical
part includes a description of the factors that influence the criminal behavior of the offender
with an emphasis on social - cultural factors. In the last part of the theoretical work is defined
criminal recidivism itself, its basic layout, types, and also statistics of recidivism in the Czech
Republic and penitentiary and post-penitentiary care.

The practical part contains qualitative research made with the help of interviews with
probation officers. The aim of the research part of the thesis is to find out what Probation and
Mediation Service employees themselves think about the possibilities of reducing recidivism
through probation work with criminals and also what is the probation employees opinion of
the actual criminal recidivism.



