
Abstract 

 

This thesis focuses on the role of the advisors in the US foreign policy, especially in 

the decision-making process, which constitutes a part of presidential system in the United 

States of America. The methodology of the conceptual part is based on individual typologies 

of presidential control of the US administrations. The thesis also describes evolution of this 

discipline, which in the USA is studied in the field of Foreign Policy Analysis. The 

conceptual scheme of the presidential control is based on the models by Johnson, George and 

Mitchell. The theoretical approach to the roles of advisors is patterned on the models of 

Mulcahy, Crabb and Hönig. The thesis combines these theoretical bases to describe and 

explain the evolution of presidential control typologies. Some problematic particularities of 

the Mitchell typology are also reviewed in this part. The next part based on the theoretical 

models analyses empirical reality. The analytical part constitutes of two case studies, which 

describe the role of the Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs in the key 

deliberations of the presidential administrations of William J. Clinton (reaction to the conflict 

in Bosnia) and George W. Bush (preparation of the invasion in Iraq). The aim of this thesis is 

to applicate the typologies of presidential control to the studied empirical reality and also 

theory-based analysis of the role of the Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs 

in the process of deliberation. 

 


