
The goal of the thesis is to find if the community approach used by its leading figures is based on the
theory and how they use the theory. The thesis introduces modern concept of community, which can be
seen as the actual ground for community work. First of all it presents wide range of often used
definitions, then it offers the view of community by disciplines like philosophy, theology, political
philosophy – communitarism, and last but not least it presents the sociological interpretation of
community and marginally also the anthropological one. In the research part the reader is acquainted
with five personal stories of community approach leading figures - people, who were engaged or who
are still actively interested in the work with community. Showing the main ideas of these people which
characterize their approaches to the practice and studying their relation to the theory and view on
community the thesis uncovers, if they see the theoretical support as needed for their work.
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