Population prospects of Kazakhstan till 2030

Abstract

Population change affects national income, national expenditure, and the demand for services
such as education, health and transport. Therefore, information about future population size and
structure obtained with the help of population forecasts, which can be used for a wide range of
decision-making purposes, is of paramount importance. The primary aim of this dissertation is
to produce three different types of population forecasts for Kazakhstan till 2030 and by
comparing and analysing the differences to find out the most important factors determining the
population development process in the country. Kazakhstan is a country with significant size
and regional diversity which makes it relevant to consider those dimensions in population
forecasting. Most southern oblasts of the country have a young population structure meaning
that much of future population growth, particularly of working age, will come from these
regions. Also, native population tends to concentrate in rural areas, while industrialized cities
are mostly populated by non-natives with considerably different nuptiality and fertility
behaviour. Despite such regional and residential demographic differences, presently the country
is experiencing an overall increase in birth rates. Many claims are made that this upward
fertility trend will continue in the future, however no quantitative population forecasts, or
indeed any other evidence, have been produced at the source of these claims. In this study we
attempt on the basis of the current demographic situation’s analyses to find out most probable
future population development patterns in Kazakhstan and to identify whether regional
dissimilarities really make any great difference in the forecast results or not.
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