
Madelaine Delbrêl – inspiration for lay spiritualit y 
 
Abstract 
Madeleine Delbrêl is one of significant personalities in the Catholic Church in the 
twentieth century. Her way of life and her thoughts, in particular those regarding 
universal vocation to sainthood and mission influenced the Second Vatican Council. 
Her prophetic inspiration about lay dignity based on baptism was after thirty years 
expressed in many council documents and so contributed to a change of lay status in the 
Church. 
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