
Summary 
 
This thesis describes the formation of religious communities (orders, congregations) and their 
development in the world and in our country. They are described with a view to their 
charitable activities. It further deals with the persecution of the church in general and the 
persecution and the life of the Congregation of the Sisters of Mercy of St. Charles Borromeo 
with regard to Prague in the period of 1945-1989. This section is divided into six particular 
periods according to the importance of the influence of the state on the activities of the church 
and the Congregation. Each of these periods is divided into two parts. The first part illustrates 
the development of the relationship between the state and the church generally. The second 
part describes the relationship between the state and womens` orders and with the 
Congregation of the Sisters of Mercy of St. Charles Borromeo in particular. The thesis utilizes 
relevant literature and archives. Archival documents come from the National Archives in 
Prague, mostly from the funds of the State Agency for Religious Affairs, the Military 
Historical Archives and the archives of the Congregation of the Sisters of Mercy of St. 
Charles Borromeo in Prague. The thesis is closed with some thoughts of the role of religious 
communities in today´s world. 
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