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A group of late-Gothic churches, which keeps atingcour attention, was built in the
Rosenberg domain during the reign of the Jagieljgmasty. Limited archival material, results
of dendrochronologic analyses and preserved bgigdsuggest that it was mainly building
maintenance that was in progress in the Rosenbemgid in the second half of the 15
century. In the early 1480s the building of the n@lgrimage church in Kéjov (1471/1474-
1485) was coming to its end. And it was only thieat tbig town parish churches in Trhové
Sviny, Dolni Dvdists, Hotice na Sumay, ChvalSiny and Nové Hrady started being rebuild or
constructed anew almost simultaneously. Around Bi8tst twenty religious buildings were
being built in the Rosenberg domain. They reflée increasing economic prosperity and
self-confidence of the town and village municipaBt corporations as well as individuals
manifesting their wealth, success and strengthmFadormal and ideological point of view it
is possible to trace down a group of related bagdidirectly in this initial phase. They were
probably designed by a single architect who ferred to as Master of Hice presbytery.
However, around 1495 we can notice an obvious tarsi new morphology in several
buildings proving that the above mentioned Mastat &ither died or for some reason left the
Rosenberg domain. His position was taken over byctiief Rosenberg stonemason Hanns
Getzinger of Haslach who stayed in this job forfihlowing three decades.

Between 1490 and 1500 a remarkably intensive mgldictivity was in progress in the
Rosenberg domain; 40 churches and their parts,aatequof which were big and really
important projects, were built simultaneously. Tlhgout with two naves started to occur
again in Krumlov and Kaplice regions under theugafice of Kajov church . Also, parsonages
were remodeled, town houses were reconstructedeatehded, town fortifications were
reinforced. By the end of the I&entury costly reconstruction of large farmsteads be
found in the country. This only proves the truthiegs of the words of the monarch Petr IV of
Rosenberg from 1497: “.in our domain in monasteries, churches, castles as well as cities
and towns many buildings are erected every day...”. Getzinger tried to establish an
independent stonemasons' guild with the monaraffsiigsion in the residential town of
Cesky Krumulov in 1497. The guild followed the troin and rules of the builders fellowship



with St. Stephan's Cathedral in Passau. The Rudnikilf of stonemasons fronfesky
Krumlov, who worked at the South Bohemian buildsiggs, originally came from the town
of Haslach, which then belonged to the Rosenbergaily and it may well be that this is
where more stonemasons came from than we canlyetiedve today. These brief reports and
the morphology of the buildings confirm that thestvenajority of the stonemasons, who are
nameless to us today, trained probably directlyhatcathedral guild, came to our country
from the Passau area in particular at the endeo1 8 century.

Around 1500 settlements as well as the countrysltinged dramatically. Not only were
churches and houses modernized, not only becamehthrehes incredibly tall and huge, but
mostly an unusual element spread — high towersiéov bells which could not be hung in
fleches or log belfries in the church roof trusy amore. Until the last quarter of the ™5
century a brick church tower could be found onlyhia churches in Bavorov, Cetvirgesky
Krumlov, Horni Stropnice, Mitiin, Trhové Sviny, Saislav, Trebai. The face of the church
with two towers remained unfinished in Prachatle®m the end of the i’Ecentury new bell
towers started rising by the village churches andchew vertical elements and prominent
landmarks, which the medieval man in the Rosenbergain had been encountering very
rarely (Blansko, BorSov nad Vlitavow esky Krumlov — Minorite Monastery, Dubné,
Frymburk, Horni Plana, ChvalSiny, Kajov, Kaplicej¥ Malonty, MladoSovice, Nové Hrady,
Predni Vytai, Rychnov n. MalSi, Saislav, VeleSin, Vimperk, Zablati), appeared in the
countryside.

In the first decade of the $6century the intensity of the building activity sittes. Big
church buildings were finished while new projectergv launched only occasionally. The
related morphology of the portals and the vaultsses that an unknown stonemason was in
charge of the rebuilding of a group of churches liD®voristé, Rozmberk nad Vlitavou,
Horni Dvaist¢ a Horni Stropnice) in that period. These churckiege under the auspices of
the Cistercian Monastery in VySSi Brod.

In the second decade of thé™&entury we can see the realization of the flyiibg of Hanns
Getzinger (ChvalSiny, Rozmberk) and buildings insghiby his work and designed at the turn
of the century (Zatp Staré Msto pod LandStejnem, Sv. Tomas, Rychnov nad M&Si,
Martin im Muhlkreis, Rychnov nad Malsi). Apart frothese progressive vault constructions
we encounter a retrospective use of Rark vaults. Building activity had practically ceds
at most churches in the central part of the donraithose days and rare new projects were
likely to be seen in the high-lying areas of thenBua.



Just as the church in Kaov dominates the imagirmginning of the varied late-Gothic
building activity in the Rosenberg domain the clhuire Frymburk (around 1500) heads its
very end. From the morphological point of view tieirch in St. Veit im Muhlkreis in Upper
Austria is a close analogy. A lot of resemblance lsa found in the two-nave church in the
village of Schenkenfelden. The stonemason sigisymburk may prove the presence of the
stonemasons who worked at the building sites ofKkKh&nlov region churches for many
decades, but the range of shapes applied differas the churches in the other parts of the
Rosenberg domain significantly (the early Renaissamaping of the base, which can also be
seen in the monastery church in Schlagl, can sesvan example). The subsidiary linkage of
the Frymburk church with Schlagl suggests thatntiomastery as a sponsor played a key role
when the stonemason master was chosen. It washpyaibés master who led the renovation
of the Premonstratensian Monastery church at &wgnhing of the 18 century and later
worked at the building of several other churchesimg In the 1520 he came to Frymburk to
handle the building of the new parish church whbeelocal stonemasons worked according
to his original patterns, but also with the us¢hef “family” morphology.

In the second half of the $6century only slight alterations to vestibules tqukce in the
churches in the Rosenberg domain. Alternatively thgertion of groin vaults in the
neighbouring spaces was carried out. Late-Gothitdibg tradition was subsiding in the
Rosenberg south at the end of th& téntury. After almost ninety years from the lauiith
1583 the Rosenberg citizens had the three navibe ®0Zmberk nad Vitavou church vaulted.
The completion of the church of Peter and Paul avéNHrady in 1590 was the very last
execution of a building with Gothic reminiscencéhe barrel vault construction in the nave
was covered with a seemingly medieval net with steped figures, the stone ribs of which
protrude from the vault supporting pillars borndonsoles decorated with purely renaissance

masks.



