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Abstract 

 

The thesis deals with the employment of direct forms of presentation in the genre of 

hard news. The texts for the analysis were excerpted from the main British broadsheet 

newspapers. The classification of forms of presentation is based on Semino and Short (2004) 

and focuses on their deictic and syntactic properties, interpreted in terms of the pragmatic 

concepts of perspective, faithfulness claims and the role of the reported and reporting speaker. 

Attention is paid to various direct forms, including direct speech, free direct speech and 

combined forms, i.e. non-direct forms appearing with a partial direct quote. The thesis draws 

heavily on the work by White (1998), whose approach to genre is informed by the ideas 

proposed by the Sydney School and Systemic Functional Linguistics. Hard news is 

characterised by the orbital generic structure, consisting of the nucleus and a number of 

specifying satellites (White 1998). The occurrence of direct and combined forms of 

presentation is explained by their deictic, syntactic and pragmatic properties, the generic role 

and characteristic features of the nucleus and individual satellites, and the overall function of 

hard news. The function of hard news and forms of presentation is also discussed in terms of 

the more general concepts of heteroglossia, dialogue and reporter voice, referring to the 

absence of authorial evaluation in the text.   
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