


CHAPTER TEN

Mirror Worlds

The future of science won't be like the comforting picture
painted in Star Trek: a universe populated by many humanoid
races, with an advanced but essentially static science and tech-

nology. Instead, I think we will be on our own, but rapidly
developing in biological and electronic complexity.

-Steven Hawking, The Universe in a Nutshell, 2001

Universal Science?

As early as the sixth century B.C., Xenophanes criticized the Greeks for modeling
their gods and goddesses after human beings. He satirically declared that if
cows and horses had hands and could draw, they would mode! the bodies of
their gods after themselves. And in the middle of the eighteenth century, the

British philosopher David Hume observed there was a universal tendency among
humans to conceive all beings like themselves, "and to transfer to every object,
those qualities, with which they are familiarly acquainted." I

These sources recall the long history of anthropomorphic thought and its
continuing influence in mode~n times. Despite the efforts of SET I scientists to
avoid the pitfalls of anthropomorphism, they duplicate terrestrial life and civiliza-
tion on distant planets, creating a succession of alien worlds that mirror their own.
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