Annotation

The topic of this dissertation is a Medieval collection of 116 love letters (and
fragments thereof), composed in all likelihood in the 12th century and commonly known
today as "Epistulae duorum amantium®.

The only extant copy, penned by the Librarian of Clairvaux Abbey, comes from the
latter half of the 15th century. The manuscript was discovered no sooner than in the 1970s and
has been a subject of many questions ever since: It is not clear who the author of the original
is or if the scribe copied a collection of genuine intimate correspondence or a work of
rhetorical fiction (of the "ars dictaminis” genre). Nevertheless, certain aspects of the narrative
and the relationship between the two lovers as depicted in the texts make some contemporary
Medieval scholars believe that the collection might be an authentic record of the
correspondence between the influential French theologian Abélard and his student Heloise,
written during the period of their mutual intensive romantic attachment.

The aim of this dissertation is to present a complete Czech translation of the
collection, accompanied by commentary and, using relevant works of secondary literature, to
assess the current stage of research regarding the authenticity of the correspondence and its

authorship.






