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Choice of Topic:
The proposed topic of this BA thesis is an intengsbne with potential. The potential of the tosic
partially realised by the resulting work.

Thesis statement / aims and objectives:

The project is constructed around a clearly arditmd set of objectives, at the core of which isgbal

of drawing together two important twentieth centshort story writers in a comparative analysis of
the contexts, formal strategies and thematic cort€nheir work. The objectives and statement of
purpose are quite consistent and well articulatetie introductory chapter.

Structure and development:

Overall the thesis is logically planned and devetbpChapter 1 is creditable for its clarity, both
writers are strategically introduced, the compaeaprocedure and its limitations are well explained
and the discussion of source materials is inforiaued stylistically effective. Chapter 2 continues in
the same vein with a strong structure and carefitlfication of the biographical approach as regard
the contexts relevant for each author. The emplasibybrid identity (see p. 10-11) is perceptive.
Less effective is the rather generous and, at titaagential use of extended quotations. Similtréy
space afforded to the description of lesbian subtard critical attitudes to Mansfield and Bowea ar
tantalising but no conclusion is drawn that mightamngfully enhance the thesis as a whole.
Consequently, the impression imparted by the chaptef an array of interesting information that is
inadequately linked to the core project. Chaptde&ures a well sourced and lucid description of
literary impressionism—of much relevance to bothnsfeeld and Bowen. However, the following
sections on sensibility (a vague term at best whiete seems to overlap with some points made in
relation to literary impressionism) and film tectumés fail to advance a coherent analysis. The
thematic comparison undertaken in chapter 4 isgpsrhthe least convincing section of the thesis.
Again the tendency towards description and extengleotation overtakes analytic purpose. To
conclude, the thesis begins well, makes some pnognisitial points and is built upon some good
research; later the comparison becomes rather dietticand descriptive while increasingly details
are presented as self-explanatory. The final cnaptkes a concerted attempt to draw the project
together in connection with modernism, thus finighihe work on a strong note.

Research:
The research undertaken for this project is onésofmost commendable features showing critical
judgement and initiative. This work is deployedotighout with articulacy and self awareness.

Use of sources:
There are no major formal or stylistic issues comcg the use of sources. Materials have been
carefully cited throughout.

Stylistics and language:
Ms Synkova'’s writing style is fluent, consistentdaaccomplished.

Format:
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A great deal of care has been taken with form#hefroject.

| recommend the thesis for defence and proposeadegthe work “very good” 2, depending on the
result of the defence.
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