Summary

The main aim of this work is to compare the First (478/7 — 404 B. C.) and the Second
(378/7 — 338 B. C.) Athenian Maritime League, which were often put together without
paying attention to both literary and epigraphical sources. The First League transformed into
the Athenian Empire which exploited its own allies and often set about the violence. The
Second League is frequently told to had grown into the “second empire”. This work
compares the evidence about the organisation, the administrative machinery and the
relations within leagues to pinpoint common features and to distinguish the differences. The
main focus of this work is financial system of both alliances since it was one of the main

reasons for allies to defect.



