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Abstract 

This dissertation deal with the socio-cultural adaptation of local communities to the 

external (exogenous) changes by means of internal (endogenous) changes of the 

elements of the local socio-cultural system. The dissertation builds on the long-term 

research on local culture conducted by the Department of Cultural Studies, Faculty of 

Arts, Charles University in Prague. It focuses on issues of socio-cultural potential of 

towns, which observes from two aspects. In terms of specifics of the towns, 

especially the differences between the particular components and forms of socio-

cultural potential, and in terms of its reproduction, ie the process of changes in their 

components and forms. Methodologically, the dissertation is based on secondary 

analysis of data collected in the research and reinterpretation of findings and 

conclusions made out in past analyzes. The dissertation has three objectives. First, to 

complete spectrum of views on the issue of changes taking place due to macro-social 

transformation processes at the level of local communities and local cultures with the 

view of cultural studies. Second, to contribute to the theoretical conceptualization 

and operationalization of socio-cultural phenomena related to issues of cultural 

adaptation of local communities in their research in applied cultural studies. Third, 

under this viewing angle, to re-analyze and to re-interpret the results of some former 

research of local culture. 

 


