Abstract: The great mothers of Israel

There are three great women important for the Christian faith: Sarah, Rebecca and Rachel in
the focal point of the work. Based on Bible information, the author tries to learn more about
them, to be able to understand them and to draw their vivid pictures. Long lasting infertility
was the cross that all three women had in common. To its contrary, there was the promise
given by God to their husbands: ,,I shall multiply your descendants as the stars of heaven and
like the sand which is on the seashore®(Gn 22,17). This paradox proved to be of special
significance in the God’s plan for human salvation. The work follows the difficult ways
Sarah, Rebecca and Rachel had to do from their original polytheistic religion to their faith in
one God. They were discovering the Lord gradually; it was a whole life lasting process. An
important role in it belonged to their husbands. This is the reason, why an attention in the
work is also paid to God’s original plan of the creation of a man, to the Bible view of a
woman, and of the relation between a man and a woman. Chapter dealing with the position of
women in the ancient Middle East is meant to put the examined facts into the historical

context.





