Walking and writing the world. An approach to modernity in Bohemia and France from the beginning of
the 19th century to the 1940's

In Christian allegoric texts the Pilgrim traditionally symbolizes the journey of mankind to heaven. From
the second half of the 19th century on, poets, travelers, and vagabonds pursued the quest of an afterlife
from within city walls. This dissertation examines the different representations of modern wandering via
an in-depth analysis of the theme as encountered in French and Czech literature and arts from the early
19th century to the 1940's. It reveals, in chronological order, the different artistic approaches to
modernity. By bringing out the various patterns that emerge from the texts, while taking into account the
historical and social contexts in which they were created, this work adds to existing knowledge on the
cultural similarities between France and Bohemia. It also examines the different literary genres which
originate from mankind’s need to walk and write the world.



