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Approache to the Non-christian Religions in Gavin D´Costa. 

 

This thesis presents an analysis of the theological work of British Catholic theologian 

Gavin D’Costa in the field of theology of religions. The goal of this study is the presentation 

of D’Costa’s huge contribution to the theology of religions and critical examination of his 

constructive theological concept of Trinitarian Theology of Religions. 

In the first chapter we provide an introduction to the thought of Gavin D’Costa. We 

point out his philosophical and theological presuppositions, we go through his most important 

books and above all we introduce preliminary remarks about his theology of religions, i.e. 

conception of the relationship between systematic theology, theology of religions and 

religious studies and the notion of religion in D’Costa. The second chapter classifies 

D’Costa’s approach within the context of contemporary theology of religions. We deal with 

D’Costa’s critique of pluralism, inclusivism and exclusivism. Especially, the D’Costa’s 

polemic with his former teacher John Hick is at the centre of our attention. In the third chapter 

we consider D’Costa’s own paradigm of theology of religion which is based on the Trinitarian 

faith as well as respectful attitude to other religions. 

The entire thesis is based on analysis of the primary theological texts by D’Costa. We 

follow also relevant literature from the area of the Anglo-American theology. Therefore, the 

result is the presentation of an author in the context of contemporary theology of religions.  
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