Abstract

Finland is nowadays a prosperous Nordic country, a member of the European
Union, supporter of the EU-Russian relations and is one of the most developed
economies in the world. Finland still has a unique role in maintaining friendly
relations with Russia and therefore we can assume that Finland does not pursue
NATO membership, because it would most definitely be perceived as threatening by
the Russians. The Ukrainian crisis changed views of many people on Russian foreign
relations and made the public, politicians and entire countries question what is Russia
capable of and whether it should be perceived as a threat. Because of the Ukrainian
Crisis, opinions in Finland are changing and developing and the NATO membership
is seen from a brand new perspective and the much treasured policy of nonalignment
is being reconsidered as well. That is the issue that I am going to research and
examine in this thesis. I will describe changes in public opinion on NATO
membership and general safety of Finland, because this public opinion has varied
over the last decade and the Ukrainian crisis was the reason for these changes. In
order to find answers to these issues, I performed a complex analysis of information
coming from several sources, as well as results of research of public opinion and
interviews with Finnish military personnel and politicians. The results of the analysis
as described in this thesis confirmed my assumptions: the Ukrainian crisis had, as a
significant contemporary political phenomenon, distinct influence on political

thinking in Finland.
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