Resumé

D¢jiny Akademie kiestanské 1875 — 1952

Vacslav Babicka

Akademie kiestanska byl spolek katolické inteligence zalozeny v roce 1875. Hlavnim
inicidtorem spolku byl vySehradsky kanovnik Mikuld§ Karlach, ktery se opiral
o vysehradskou kapitulu a o Svatovéaclavskou zaloznu. Cinnost spolku se rozdélila do étyf
odbort: védeckého, hudebniho, uméleckého a archeologického (posledni dva se brzy spojily
do jednoho odboru). Prvnim starostou spolku se stal byvaly ministr kultu a vyuc¢ovani dr.
Josef Jirecek.

Védecky odbor se zabyval vydavanim teologickych spisii, pofadanim pfednasek a spravou
odborné knihovny. Vydaval Casopis katolického duchovenstva a pro némecké ¢leny
Christliche Akademie. Prvnim piedsedou védeckého odboru byl dr. Klement Borovy.
Hudebni odbor usiloval o reformu liturgické hudby a zpé&vu, propagoval gregoridnsky choral
a polyfonii, poradal koncerty a varhanické kursy a vydaval cCasopis Cecilie, pozdé&ji
pfejmenovany na Cyrill. Prvnim ptedsedou hudebniho odboru byl Ferdinand Lehner.
Umeélecky odbor vydéaval posudky na stavby a rekonstrukce kosteli a jejich vnitiniho
vybaveni, navrhoval pfedlohy pro liturgické pifedméty a paramenta, pofadal vystavy
kiestanského uméni a zalozil dilnu Sicek a vySivacek nazvanou Paramentni ustav, ktery
zhotovoval ornaty, pluvidly, vela, antependia a dal§i chramové textilie a z vynosu své prace
financné podporoval Akademii kiestanskou. Umélecky odbor vydaval casopis Method
a prvnim piedsedou odboru se stal malif Josef A. Hellich.

Clenska zakladna se rozsifila do viech Geskych a moravskych diecézi, v Cechach byla
zprvu silnéj$i nez na Moravé. Spolek sdruZoval ¢leny ¢eské 1 némecké narodnosti. Od roku
1877 spolek usiloval o vydavani katolické encyklopedie. Kvili stale se ménici koncepci
1z finan¢nich divodl se zacatek praci na encyklopedii stdle oddaloval. Pokrok nastal az
s ptfichodem nové védecké generace predstavované dr. Antoninem Podlahou a dr. Josefem
Tumpachem. V jejich pojeti byla katolicka encyklopedie Siroce koncipovanym dilem
a dostala nazev Cesky slovnik bohovédny. Jeho vydavani oddalil krach Svatovaclavské
zalozny, kterd méla tento vydavatelsky podnik financovat. Prvni seSit tak vysel az v roce 1909
a dilo dospélo v roce 1930 k dokonceni 4. dilu (heslo Holbecke). Zde se vydavatelsky podnik

zastavil, nebyl jiz obnoven a encyklopedie zlistala monumentalnim torzem.
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vybudovala sit' diecéznich a farnich cyrilskych jednot, v nichz plsobily chrdmové sbory.
Tento rozmach zastavila az prvni svétova valka. Umélecky odbor kromé své pravidelné
¢innosti na sebe upozornil zvlasté tspéSnou expozici umeéleckého femesla na Zemské jubilejni
vystavé v Praze vroce 1891. Na poli teologie, filosofie a historie ptinesl fadu zavaznych
piispévkl némecky psany Casopis Christliche Akademie, zavisly na autorské i redakéni praci
P. Edmunda Langera. Po jeho odchodu na odpocinek v roce 1901 ¢asopis zanikl.

Pocatkem 20. stoleti se Ferdinand Lehner zacal vice vénovat ¢innosti v uméleckém odboru
a jeho roli v cyrilském hnuti postupné pievzali Dobroslav Orel, Antonin Wiinsch, Romuald
Perlik a Jan Nepomuk Boha¢. Cyrilské hnuti utrpélo t€zké rany za prvni svétové valky a po
ni, kdy muzska c¢ast chramovych sborti byla vazné¢ zdecimovédna a kdy fada varhanikl
ptestoupila do cirkve ceskoslovenské nebo vystoupila z cirkve viibec. Hudebni odbor se
soustiedil na pofddani varhanickych kursi a vydavani kvalitni hudebni literatury. Navéazal
také kontakty se slovenskymi katoliky.

Béhem prvni svétové valky se védecky odbor pfejmenoval na Spolec¢nost sv. Cyrila
a Metodéje. Do knézského reformniho hnuti zaséhl jen okrajové a soustfedil se na snahu
o sjednoceni hnuti katolické inteligence a na podporu védeckeé i beletristické literarni ¢innosti.
Snahy o sjednoceni hnuti katolické inteligence nebyly uspéSné a Akademie kiestanska
neziskala v tomto hnuti dominantni postaveni. Vznikala nové svétska i fadova intelektualni
centra, coz mélo 1 pozitivni vysledek v podobé vychédzeni fady teologickych, spiritudlnich
a literarnich periodik. V Akademii kiestanské se nejagilnéjsi ¢ast ¢lenské zakladny presunula
zPrahy do olomoucké arcidiecéze a kralovéhradecké diecéze. Publikacni cinnost
duchovenstva podporovalo vypisovani literdrnich cen.

Pro ¢innost uméleckého odboru znamenala prvni svétova valka a povalecnd hospodaiska
krize citelny pokles uméleckych zakazek, zné€hoz se kiestanské uméni jen pomalu
vzpamatovavalo. Povalecné obdobi je charakteristické odklonem od historizujicich slohti
a pfiklonem k modernimu uméleckému vyrazu, zejména v architektufe novych kostell
v Praze a v Hradci Kralové. Vzpruhou pro uméleckou ¢innost bylo 1 svatovaclavské milénium
v roce 1929, avSak po ném nasledujici hospodaiska krize opét vedla k utlumu uméleckych
aktivit kfestanskych umélca.

V obdobi okupace byla cinnost Akademie kiestanské utlumena a fadnou cinnost
vykonaval pouze Paramentni Ustav. Po vialce se zacfala Cinnost Akademie kiest'anské
obnovovat a zapojovali se do ni pfislusnici mladé generace teologli, napt. Jan Merell, Josef

Kubalik, Josef Zvéfina, Otto Madr aj. Po Unoru 1948 se viak stupiiuje tlak na omezeni a pak



i zastaveni ¢innosti Akademie kiestanské. V dubnu 1948 vyzval Ustiedni narodni vybor
hl. m. Prahy Akademii kiestanskou k ustaveni akéniho vyboru a k ocisté spolku od
,reakénich zivla“ a v zari 1949 zavedlo Ministerstvo vnitra v Akademii kiestanské narodni
spravu. V letech 1950 — 1952 prob¢hla likvidace spolku, na niz se podilely Ministerstvo
vnitra, Statni ufad pro véci cirkevni a Ustfedni narodni vybor hl. m. Prahy. Akademie
kitestanska byla z vétsi Gasti zaGlenéna do Ceské katolické charity. Obecnd jednota cyrilska
likvidovala k prazské konsistofi a farni jednoty k mistnim narodnim vyborim. Umélecky
odbor a Paramentni ustav likvidovaly k Chramovému druzstvu v Pelhfimové. Jméni
veédeckého odboru ptipadlo Cyrilometodéjské bohoslovecké fakulté. Jméni tstiedi piipadlo
prazské konsistofi. Knihovna védeckého odboru byla pfedana Pamatniku narodni kultury na

Strahové. Tim byl zdnik Akademie kiest'anské dokoncen.



Summary

The History of the Christian Academy 1875 — 1952

Vacslav Babicka

The Christian Academy was established in 1875 as an association of Catholic
intelligentsia. The association’s chief initiator was the VySehrad canon Mikuld$ Karlach, who
sought support from the VySehrad chapter and the St Wenceslas savings society. The
activities of the association were divided into four branches: academic, musical, artistic and
archaeological (the last two were soon incorporated into a single branch). The association’s
first president was former Minister of Culture and Education Dr Josef Jirecek.

The academic department dealt with the publication of theological treatises, the
organisation of lectures and the administration of the specialist library. It published the
Catholic Clergy Journal and, for its German members, the Christliche Akademie. The first
chairman of the academic department was Dr Klement Borovy. The music department
endeavoured for the reform of liturgical instrumental and vocal music, it promoted the
Gregorian chant and polyphony, it organised concerts and organ courses and brought out the
magazine Cecilie, later re-named Cyrill. The first chairman of the music department was
Ferdinand Lehner. The art department published assessments on the construction and
restoration of churches and their interiors, it designed the templates for liturgical objects and
paraments, it held exhibitions on Christian art and established a workshop employing
seamstresses and embroideresses known as the Parament Institute, which produced chasubles,
copes, purificators and palls, antependia and other church textiles, and the proceeds from its
work went towards supporting the Christian Academy. The art department brought out the
magazine Method and its first chairman was the artist Josef A. Hellich.

The membership base extended into all Czech and Moravian dioceses, and was initially
stronger in Bohemia than in Moravia. The association affiliated members of both Czech and
German nationalities. From 1877 onwards it sought to publish a Catholic encyclopaedia,
however, the changes constantly being made to its conception and also lack of sufficient
funding meant that work on the encyclopaedia was continually postponed. Progress was
finally made with the arrival of a new academic generation headed by Dr Antonin Podlaha
and Dr Josef Tumpach, in whose hands the Catholic encyclopaedia was broadly conceived
and acquired the title Czech Dictionary of Theology. Its publication was hindered by the

collapse of the St Wenceslas savings society, which was to have financed the publication.



Thus the first volume did not appear until 1909; 1930 saw the completion of the fourth
volume (with the entry Holbecke). At this point the project came to a standstill; it was never
resumed and the encyclopaedia remained as a monumental fragment.

During its first few decades, the Christian Academy enjoyed greatest prosperity in its
musical pursuits, where it built up a network of diocesan and parish Cyrillian fellowships
which incorporated their own church choirs. It continued to flourish until the First World
War. The art department, in addition to its regular activities, received recognition for a
particularly successful exhibition of art works on display at the Provincial Jubilee Exhibition
held in Prague in 1891. The German-language magazine Christliche Akademie presented a
series of important articles on theology, philosophy and history; it was dependent on the
contributions and editorial work of P. Edmund Langer and, after he went into retirement in
1901, the magazine was closed down.

At the beginning of the 20™ century Ferdinand Lehner became more involved in the art
department and his role in the Cyrillian movement was successively assumed by Dobroslav
Orel, Antonin Wiinsch, Romuald Perlik and Jan Nepomuk Boha¢. The Cyrillian movement
suffered serious setbacks during the First World War and afterwards, when the numbers of
male choristers were greatly reduced and a series of organists crossed over to the
Czechoslovak church or left the Church altogether. The music department focused on
organising organ courses and the publication of high-quality sheet music and related
literature. It also fostered relations with Slovak Catholics.

During the First World War the academic department was renamed the Society of SS.
Cyril and Methodius. It was involved only marginally in the clerical reform movement and
focused on endeavours to unify the Catholic intelligentsia movement and on the support of
scholarly writings and also works of fiction. Attempts to unify the Catholic intelligentsia
movement were unsuccessful and the Christian Academy was not able to secure a dominant
position in this movement. New secular and religious intellectual centres were established,
which brought positive results, namely in the publication of a series of theological, spiritual
and literary periodicals. The most enterprising members of the Christian Academy moved
away from Prague to the Olomouc archdiocese and the diocese of Hradec Kralové. The
publication of works by the clergy was supported by the presentation of literary awards.

The First World War and the post-war economic crisis had a negative impact on the art
department, there were far fewer commissions and it took a long time for the Christian art
world to recover. The post-war period saw a move away from historical styles towards

modern artistic expression, reflected in particular in the architecture of new churches in



Prague and Hradec Kralové. The St Wenceslas millennium in 1929 prompted a surge of
activity in the art world, but the subsequent financial crisis was again detrimental to the
endeavours of Christian artists.

The Christian Academy suffered worsening conditions during the occupation, and only the
Parament Institute continued to function more or less as it had done before. The activities of
the Christian Academy were revived after the war and a new, young generation of
theologians joined its ranks, such as Jan Merell, Josef Kubalik, Josef Zvétina and Otto Madr,
among others. After February 1948 increasing pressure was placed on the Christian Academy
to restrict, and ultimately to halt, its activities. In April 1948 the Central National Committee
of the City of Prague called upon the Christian Academy to institute an action committee and
to purge the association of reactionary individuals; in September 1949, the Ministry of
Interior set up a national administration in the Christian Academy. The association was put
into liquidation in the years 1950 — 1952, a process involving the Ministry of Interior, the
State Office for Religious Affairs and the Central National Committee of the City of Prague.
The greater part of the Christian Academy was incorporated into the Czech Catholic Charity.
The general Cyrillian fellowship was liquidated into the Prague consistory and the parish
fellowships were absorbed into the local national committees. The art department and the
Parament Institute were liquidated into the Church Cooperative in Pelhfimov. The assets of
the academic department passed to the Cyril and Methodius Theological Faculty. The
property of the head office went to the Prague consistory. The academic department’s library
was transferred to the Museum of National Culture in Strahov. Thus the closure of the

Christian Academy was now complete.



