
The objective of this study is to offer an examination of the works of Kate
Chopin and Grace King, representatives of the genre of Louisiana "Local Color"
fiction, and to introduce a new perspective on their fiction that is equally distanced from
the national/local dichotomy and the feminist interpretative framework. This study
interrogates selected aspects of the category of race in the fiction of Kate Chopin and
Grace King in order to reclaim the importance of race for regional Aesthetics and to
offer an alternative view on the existing interpretations that emphasize the feminist
themes of their fiction and, ultimately, to expand such interpretations. A replacement of
the existing theoretical frameworks applied to the works of these two authors by
postcolonial theory offers a new perspective on the category of race in their fiction
without reducing its complexity and interconnection with the category of gender and
region. As a result, the insight into the formation of region-specific racial knowledge
testifies to the complexity of the issue of race within the framework of Local Color
fiction. The focal point of this examination is the representation of racial stereotypes in
the fiction of Chopin and King.


