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Abstract

This study explores the media’s portrayal of the socialist past in the 2023 Czech presidential
election context. The research examines 5471 articles from six Czech media outlets with
varying political orientations through a mixed-method approach that combines quantitative
content analysis and qualitative narrative analysis. The aim is to identify and analyse the
prominence and framing of narratives about the candidate’s communist affiliations. By
employing systematic keyword searches, the study uncovers the extent to which the socialist
past is highlighted. The findings reveal that narratives about the socialist past are a
significant focus in media coverage, with notable differences in emphasis across different
media outlets. The narrative analysis of 24 articles revealed several dominant narratives
across the selected media outlets. The study contributes to understanding the role of
historical narratives in contemporary electoral politics and underscores the influence of
media in shaping collective memory. The conclusions emphasise the critical role of media
and their editorial policies in determining the portrayal of political figures® pasts. They also

highlight the need for a nuanced approach to media analysis in post-socialist societies.



Abstrakt

Tato studie zkouma medidlni obraz socialistické minulosti v kontextu c¢eskych
prezidentskych voleb v roce 2023. Vyzkum se zabyva 5471 clanky ze Sesti ¢eskych médii s
riznou politickou orientaci a vyuzivd smiSeny metodicky pfistup, ktery kombinuje
kvantitativni obsahovou analyzu a kvalitativni narativni analyzu. Cilem je identifikovat a
analyzovat prominenci a zplsob tvorby narativii o komunistické pfisluSnosti kandidati.
Pomoci systematického vyhledavani klicovych slov studie odhaluje miru zdtraznovani
socialistick¢é minulosti. Vysledky ukazuji, Ze narativy o socialistické minulosti jsou
vyznamnym tématem v medidlnim zpravodajstvi, pficemz jsou patrné rozdily v dirazu na né¢
v riznych médiich. Narativni analyza 24 ¢lankt odhalila né€kolik dominantnich narativi
napfi¢ vybranymi médii. Studie pfispiva k pochopeni role historickych narativli v souc¢asné
politice a zdiraziuje vliv médii na utvareni kolektivni paméti. Zaveéry vyzdvihuji zdsadni
roli médii a jejich redakéni politiky pfi vykreslovani minulosti politickych osobnosti.
Zduraznuji také potiebu diferencovaného piistupu k analyze médii v postsocialistickych

spole¢nostech.
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1. Introduction

Men make their own history but do not make it just as they please; they do not make it
under circumstances chosen by themselves but under circumstances directly encountered,

given, and transmitted from the past (Marx, 1936; p. 15).

The Czech Republic continues to have difficulty accepting its past, even years after
communism was overthrown. The 2023 Czech presidential election, one of the country’s
most essential and watched elections, highlighted this ongoing struggle to reconcile with the
communist legacy. Both leading candidates, Andrej Babi§ and Petr Pavel, had past
affiliations with the communist regime, which became a central issue in their campaigns and
the media coverage. The differences in their approaches to addressing this history — Babi§’s
populist tactics of invoking fear and nostalgia versus Pavel’s emphasis on personal
transformation and democratic values — underscored this debate's complex and often divisive
nature within Czech society. As the study will demonstrate, the media played a significant

role in framing the election discourse within the context of this historical narrative.

This thesis will examine the Czech presidential elections, which took place over two rounds
in January 2023. It was one of the country’s most important and most watched elections.
Czech citizens elected their future president and the government's direction in the upcoming
years (OSCE Office for Democratic Institution for Human Rights, 2021). The coronavirus
outbreak and the conflict in Ukraine contributed to a period of political unrest and social
exhaustion that coincided with the 2023 Czech presidential election. From a domestic
political standpoint, the election was defined as an attempt to break free from the discourse
that had dominated Czech politics since 2017. It happened about a year and a half after

populist forces narrowly lost the 2021 parliamentary vote (Kubat, 2023).



In the first round of the elections, there were eight candidates. According to the polls,
Danus$e Nerudova - an economist, university lecturer, and Rector of Mendel University in
Brno from 2018 to 2022; Petr Pavel - retired general, former Chief of the General Staff of the
Army of the Czech Republic and former Chairman of the NATO Military Committee and
Andrej Babi§ - the previous Czech Prime Minister, were the three leading candidates.
(Fahler, 2023). In the second round, the two final candidates were Andrej Babi§ and Petr

Pavel.

Both of them had connections to the communist party, specifically the STB (State Security)
and VKR (Military Counterintelligence Unit) in the past (Kubat, 2023). The Czech media
have extensively covered the remarks about their socialist past. In this thesis, the terms
~communist“ and ,socialist“ are used interchangeably. This is acknowledged in the
Literature review (1.2), Post-totalitarian Generation (1.2.1). The differences between the
two leading candidates were visible in their distinct presidential campaigns. Petr Pavel
conducted a very moderate one, adopting the tagline "Let us restore order and peace to the
Czech Republic" and emphasising his desire to re-establish the presidential office's prestige.
Babis, on the other hand, took a considerably more aggressive tone. He attempted to evoke
the idea that Pavel, as a retired general, would drag the Czech Republic into war or that he did
not believe in peace by using billboards. This ad caused controversy and was considered

deceptive, immoral, and unethical (Kubat, 2023).

By studying the critical literature extensively, the following research questions for this

project were developed to answer:

1. How did Czech media portray the socialist past, and how prominent was that topic in

their coverage of the 2023 presidential election?



2. What are the key themes and narratives that emerge from this portrayal?

The research hypothesis is that the socialist past will be a prominent topic in the media
coverage of the presidential election. Additionally, it is expected that the media will adopt
different approaches to covering the socialist past of various candidates based on their
editorial lines, as well as how the candidates have addressed their past and conducted their
lives since 1989. The research will employ the agenda-setting theory, which posits that the
media does not merely reflect reality but actively shapes it by highlighting specific issues and
topics (McCombs & Shaw, 1972). By emphasising the socialist past, the media can shape the
electoral discourse and affect how the public perceives the candidates. Furthermore, the
collective memory theory will be applied to understand how historical narratives are
constructed by the media (Halbwachs, 1992). This theory suggests that the media plays a
crucial role in shaping and perpetuating collective memories, particularly in post-socialist
societies where the legacy of the past continues to influence contemporary politics (Olick &

Robbins, 1998).

The study focuses on a two-round election in 2023, featuring nine initial candidates and
culminating in two finalists. The selected timeframe will span from 31 December 2022 till 11
February 2023 - two weeks before the first election round, the time between the first and the
second round, and two weeks after the second final round. The study will involve prominent
Czech online media outlets known for their diverse political orientations: Alarm, Echo24,
Forum24, Novinky, Denik N, and Aktudlné. Systematic keyword searches, utilising terms
such as komunistickd/komunista (communist), rozvéd¢ik (intelligence officer), STB (state
security), KSCM/KSC (Communist party), agent (agent), estébak (state security
collaborator), totalita/totalitni (totalitarianism/totalitarian) and their variations and

combinations, will identify relevant online articles. The names of the candidates will also be



used in the keyword search. The sample will include news articles, opinion pieces, and
commentaries. Data for the analysis will be retrieved from Charles University's Newton

database.

This study will employ a mixed-methods research design combining quantitative and
qualitative approaches. In the quantitative segment, a thematic analysis will be used. This
method is well-suited for identifying and quantifying recurring themes within the textual
data (Braun & Clarke, 2006). The primary objective is to assess the extent to which the theme
of the socialist past has been emphasised within the media coverage of the election. Initially,
the analysis will determine the percentage of articles that focused on the presidential
election. Subsequently, from these election-focused articles, the proportion that references
the socialist past will be calculated. The results will be systematically tabulated and visually
represented in both a table and a graph. The findings will offer valuable insights into how
historical narratives are employed in contemporary political discourse. It will enhance

understanding of media practices in post-socialist societies (Demeter, 2022).

The qualitative facet of the study will adopt a narrative analysis approach, aiming to identify
recurrent narratives and storylines present in the media coverage. This narrative analysis is
instrumental in comprehending how events and issues are framed and interpreted within the
media discourse (@rmen & Gregersen, 2019). Consequently, this research approach
significantly contributes to the process of preparing and shaping the understanding of
phenomena and the construction of social realities, as expounded by Hall (2002). In this
analysis phase, four articles from each media outlet will be subjected to detailed examination

and interpretation.



This methodological approach aims to comprehensively examine the media coverage of the
2023 Czech elections across various online media platforms, enabling a nuanced exploration
of the portrayal and discussion of specific themes and political figures within public
discourse. The main objective of this research is to assess the extent to which the theme of the
socialist past is emphasised in the election coverage, analyse articles that have covered the
socialist past in detail and connect these results to the political discourse, discuss why the
topics of socialist past have resurfaced in the public domain and highlight the importance of

media to provide fair reporting.

2. Literature review and theory

The literature review is divided into two subchapters: the review itself and a theoretical
framework. First, the theoretical framework provides an overview of the Agenda Setting
Theory (McCombs & Valenzuela, 2014), the Collective memory theory (Hoftmannsthal,

1902) and the political landscape. After that, a review of the literature will follow.

2.1 Theoretical Framework and Background

2.1.1 Political Landscape

In the Czech Republic, the president primarily fulfils representative duties. However, the
practical dynamics of political life in the nation reveal that the head of state substantially
influences political and social matters. Notably, figures such as Toma§ Garrigue Masaryk,
revered as the “father of independent Czechoslovakia” and the country’s first president
(1918-35), continue to command respect and influence across political factions. Moreover,
the presidency of the Czech Republic has historically been occupied by proactive

personalities.



Véclav Havel (1993-2003), an intellectual, former dissident, and advocate for human rights,
left a lasting impact beyond national boundaries. Conversely, his successor, Vaclav Klaus
(2003-2013), the first prime minister of the newly formed Czech state after the
Czechoslovakia split, was instrumental in the country’s privatisation efforts and opposed the
adoption of the euro. After that, President Zeman assumed office through the first direct
presidential election in 2013, a departure from the previous parliamentary process. Similarly
to Klaus, Zeman had previously served as prime minister and, like him, has been a polarising
figure in the Czech public discourse (Debiec, 2023). Zeman was then re-elected in 2018 and

served as president until 2023.

In the 2023 presidential election, retired General Petr Pavel faced former Prime Minister
Andrej Babis, who tried to demobilise Pavel’s votes through a negative campaign focused on
the retired general’s communist past. Although Babi§ was once a member of the Communist
Party of Czechoslovakia, he pointed out that Pavel had undergone a course in intelligence in
the former Czechoslovakia during the late 1980s and questioned his political inexperience.
On the other hand, Pavel brought attention to the alleged abuses at Agrofert, the agri-food
company that Babi$ led before entering politics. However, just before the first round of the
election, a court of first instance cleared him of the charge of extorting EU subsidies

(Ogrodnik, 2023).

However, Pavel and Babi§ were not the only ones with a communist past. For instance,
Tomas Zima, a Czech physician, chemist, and academic, had a past involvement with the
Communist Party of Czechoslovakia. He joined the party in 1986 and remained a member
until the Velvet Revolution in 1989 (Psenicka, 2022). Danuse Nerudova, one of the top three
candidates in the first round, does not have a communist past herself. However, there have

been discussions regarding her father’s involvement with the Communist Party of



Czechoslovakia. Oldfich Peslar, her father, was identified in the archives as a party member
and was under surveillance by the Czechoslovak secret police. Still, there is no evidence that
he collaborated with them (Koutnik, 2023). On the other side of the spectrum, another
candidate, Josef Basta, a politician and a diplomat, is known for his past as an anti-
communist dissident. He actively participated in underground movements that opposed the
regime and was a signatory of Charter 77, a critical human rights manifesto. His dissident

activities led to imprisonment for over two years (Radio Prague International, 2023).

The role of communism in post-1989 Czech politics remains a critical topic of discussion,
even more than 30 years after the Velvet Revolution. This transition period was marked by
significant political and societal changes, including the fact that the Communist Party was
not banned. Instead, it played an essential role in the post-revolutionary political landscape,
maintained a presence in parliament and influenced government policies (Blokker, 2013).
For instance, the Communist Party played a significant role in the election of Vaclav Havel
as president in 2003. He won the presidency after two rounds of voting by the Czech
Parliament, not by a direct popular vote. The KSCM supported him not because of
ideological alignment but to prevent the other candidate, Jan Sokol, from becoming
president. However, because their support was crucial in securing the necessary votes for
Klaus, it highlights the continued influence of the communist-era political structures

(Perknerova & Bek, 2003).

To sum up, the lustration process aimed to purge individuals associated with the former
regime had mixed results. On one hand, it sought to replace the old elites. On the other hand,
many former communists successfully navigated the new capitalist environment and gained

economic influence through privatisation. This is exemplified by figures like Andrej Babis,



whose career symbolises the continuity of communist elites adapting to and thriving in the

new system (Beck, 2023).

The legacy of communism also surfaced in different presential elections in the country. For
example, in the 2013 election, Jan Fischer, a former communist, was a leading candidate but
did not advance to the second round. It is important to mention that one of the reasons Fischer
did not advance to the second round was his failure to declare his membership in the
Communist Party in his lustration certificate. This declaration is required for individuals
seeking leading positions in the state administration, such as his role in running the Czech
Statistical Office (Denik.cz 2012). Additionally, the introduction of direct presidential
elections in 2013 added another layer to this dynamic, as seen with the election of Milo§
Zeman, who had a contentious relationship with the EU and NATO and maintained a pro-
Russian and pro-Chinese stance (Beck, 2023). These historical and political contexts
underscore why the theme of communism remains significant in Czech society. The liberal
segment of the electorate had to confront the reality of choosing between candidates with a
communist past, which illustrates the long-term, generational impacts of the country’s
transformation (Grzyamala-Busse, 2002). This ongoing discourse 1is essential for
understanding the broader implications of post-communist transitions in Central and Eastern

Europe (Ekiert, 2017).

2.1.2 Agenda-Setting Theory

Agenda setting is a way of seeing the world as constructed. This process is also closely
related to examining the long-term effects of media related to the repeated selection of a
single event in the news. In short, agenda-setting concerns how often and to what extent the

press covers a phenomenon/situation is covered by media (McCombs & Valenzuela, 2014).



Examining articles from Czech media regarding the presidential election coverage offers a
nuanced understanding of how the socialist past is portrayed and addressed within the
context of contemporary politics. The agenda-setting function of the media becomes
apparent as journalists and editors select which aspects of the socialist legacy to emphasise,
thus influencing public perceptions and priorities (Skolkay, 2016). Furthermore, this
research will also determine the frequency of the socialism theme, among other topics
covered by the media. In post-socialist societies like the Czech Republic, where the memory
of totalitarianism remains vivid, media coverage of political events often clashes with the
complexities of reconciling historical narratives with present-day challenges (Kubat, 2023).
Articles may highlight candidates' stances on issues related to the socialist era, such as
transitional justice, economic policies, or preserving historical memory (Kubat, 2023).
Moreover, the media's portrayal of past regime representatives, their role in current political
affairs, and calls for accountability can significantly shape public discourse and political
agendas (Livingstone & Lunt, 1994). By analysing how Czech media navigate these themes
in their presidential election coverage, we gain valuable insights into the evolving dynamics

of memory, politics, and media influence in post-socialist societies.

2.1.3 Collective memory

The end of state socialism in Central and Eastern Europe resulted in a significant reappraisal
of individual and community relations with the socialist past. Narratives of this past became
essential at colloquial and everyday levels, serving as tools for understanding the post-
socialist transition and emphasising an individual's sense of belonging and identity (Mihelj,
2017). The growing body of literature on post-socialist memory provided insight into how

memory has formed in the region. It helped the understanding of mnemonic processes in



general, illustrating how they are affected by political, economic, and social changes (Mihelj,

2017).

The term “collective memory” was first used by Hugo van Hoftmannsthal in 1902. However,
the news media’s presentation of collective memory has not been extensively explored;
existing research primarily focuses on the media's effect on collective memory among the
public (Kligler-Vilenchik et al., 2014). Halbwachs' and Coser’s (1925) work on collective
memory has grown and expanded in various ways over the last few decades, bringing its
driving premise into the world of media studies (Kitch, 2008; Olick & Robbins, 1998). The
tendency for regional, narrowly focused studies has helped to clarify the roots of mediated
memory in particular areas. Still, it has also resulted in divided discussion and little effort to
generate a broader reflection on the nature of mediated memory in the post-socialist setting.
There has also been little participation in broader discussions about the media's influence on
mnemonic processes; studies have mainly applied pre-existing conceptual frameworks
instead of drawing on post-socialist resources to offer fresh perspectives on memory
mediation overall (Mihelj, 2017). This study applies the concept of collective memory to
examine how the Czech media's coverage of the 2023 presidential election reflects the

understanding of the country's socialist past.

2.2 Literature Review

The collapse of communist regimes in Eastern and Central Europe and the former Soviet
Union in the late 20th century initiated a profound political, economic, and social
transformation. As these nations shifted from socialist to capitalist systems, their media
landscapes changed dramatically, evolving from state-controlled entities to more diverse,

market-oriented models. Despite this shift, the socialist past continues to influence media in
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post-socialist countries. The role of media in shaping historical narratives and societal
perceptions has been the subject of extensive research in recent years (Mihelj & Huxtable,
2018; Albu et al., 2021; Dragomir, 2023; Kostadinova, 2015). The Czech media landscape
has undergone significant transformations since the fall of socialism, evolving through three
distinct periods marked by rapid transformations: the establishment of the Czech Republic
and its membership in the EU, the transformation of media ownership from foreign to
domestic and its oligarchisation. These changes have been accompanied by shifts in the
representation of socialist history and nostalgia in Czech media, with film and television

serving as critical cultural reflections of the country's socialist past.

However, there is a notable gap in research on how contemporary Czech media portrays and
engages with socialist themes, presenting an opportunity for further exploration within the
academic landscape. This literature review aims to fill this gap by examining the
complexities of memory, representation, and nostalgia in post-socialist contexts, focusing on
the role of media in shaping socialist narratives in the context of the 2023 presidential

election and societal perceptions in the Czech Republic.

2.2.1 The Post-totalitarian Generation

Alongside theoretical reflections on the fundamental structures and driving forces of
democratic and liberal society, the post-totalitarian generation has reflected on
totalitarianism itself. Hannah Arendt (1951) made one of the most important contributions in
this respect. According to the philosopher and political theorist, the similarities between
fascism and communism are more significant than their differences; both can be placed in a
single category: totalitarianism (Nisbet, 1992). From her work and definition of the

totalitarian system, one can bring to light the essential characteristics of communism (Lefort,
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2002). She argues that totalitarianism differs in essence from all known forms of dictatorship

or despotism (Nisbet, 1992).

Totalitarianism has created entirely new political institutions; it has destroyed all the social,
legal and political traditions of the country. It matters little what the specific national
tradition is or what the particular source of its ideology is: the totalitarian regime always
transforms classes into masses, replaces the party system not with one-party dictatorships but
with a mass party, shifts the centre of power from the army to the police, and implements a
foreign policy openly aimed at world domination (Arendt, 1951, p.203). This definition is
shared by Vaclav Havel, who considers post-totalitarianism, albeit not the most precise term,
an appropriate one for the system in place before 1989, particularly when compared to

dictatorship (Vaclav Havel, 1978).

Kitschelt et al. (1999) classify the legacy of the Czech Republic as bureaucratic authoritarian
communism. This model comes closest to the totalitarian party-state model (Ibid, 1999, p.
25-26), in which the party has completely penetrated the public administration, and the latter
has largely lost its ability to influence the political agenda. Despite the collapse of this model
since the Velvet Revolution of 1989, the younger generation has not experienced
communism directly. The historical legacy remains a starting point for liberal
democratisation, particularly in the post-communist context (Pop-Eleches, 2007). The
advent of constitutional democracy in 1992 and the market economy meant that the
Communist Party monopoly and its implications for public administration had to be
overcome. In addition, privatisation and liberalisation policies had to redefine the
relationship between the state and the market. This led to fundamental changes in the
structure and organisation of public administration on the ruins of the Communist

nomenclature.
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However, the central role of the communist past in understanding public administration in
the post-communist context is also reflected in the general assumptions in much of the
literature on public administration (Goetz 2011). It would be illogical to ignore the influence
of history on current public administration and politics within the Czech Republic. As such,
the legacy of the past is generally considered to be synonymous with the communist legacy.
For this reason, the word communism is commonly used in Czech discourse for everything
that happened post-1989. The terms “socialism” and ‘“communism” are used
interchangeably in this paper. Communism refers to a political and economic ideology
advocating for the collective ownership of all property and means of production to create a
classless society. It shares some similarities with socialism, but socialism typically supports
social ownership and democratic control of the economy (Cam & Kayaoglu, 2015). In the
context of this paper, their interchangeability is justified as both terms broadly represent the
legacy of the former regime. In addition, when it comes to legacy, one must outline that the
communist party was not dismantled following the Velvet Revolution and has, on the
contrary, established itself in the country's political scene. Undoubtedly, this decision
directly impacted the post-November development through their continuing influence via the

Czech parliament.

2.2.2 The role of media

Like other post-socialist European nations, the Czech Republic's media market has
developed roughly similar paths. The same proliferation of media channels coincided with
the collapse of the communist regime, primarily in print media, when communist
newspapers threw off their Party uniforms and quickly rebranded themselves to assert a new
identity that aligned with the changing circumstances. The post-socialist countries had a vast

information hunger brought on by decades of restriction and misinformation. Despite
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significant changes occurring at the top levels of government, Czech newspapers maintained
uninterrupted publication by inheriting the requisite publishing equipment (Dragomir,

2023).

A common theme in the literature is the media’s tendency to present a “nostalgic” portrayal
of the socialist era by emphasising its perceived stability and security in contrast to the
perceived failures and inequities of the current capitalist system. The emergence of post-
socialist nostalgia in Czech film and television has served as a form of cultural reflection and
a means of exploring the complexities of the country's socialist past. Through various
cinematic and televised narratives, filmmakers and content creators have delved into themes
of memory, identity, and societal transformation, offering audiences a lens through which to
revisit and reinterpret historical experiences. (Pehe, 2015). However, as Mihelj and Huxtable
(2018) argue, these nostalgic narratives go beyond simple nostalgia. They can serve as a
“radical imaginary” — a way for people to articulate alternative visions of the future that draw
on forgotten socialist ideals of solidarity, justice, and collectivism. In this sense, the media’s
invocation of the socialist party reflects public sentiment and an active political strategy to
challenge the hegemony of Western capitalist modernity and propose alternative models of
social and economic organisation (Mihelj & Huxtable, 2018). As Ost (2005) observes, the
media plays a crucial role in shaping and amplifying these alternative imaginaries, which can

then be mobilised in contemporary political debates and electoral campaigns.

However, limited research has included contemporary Czech media and their references to
socialism. The gap in research presents an area for further exploration within the academic
landscape. While existing studies have delved into post-socialist nostalgia in Czech film and
television, there remains a notable absence of comprehensive analysis of how the media in

the Czech Republic portrays and engages with socialist themes.
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This gap highlights the need for scholarly inquiry into how socialist history is represented,
remembered, and interpreted in contemporary Czech media. Literature that could contribute
to filling this research gap includes works that delve into the complexities of memory,
representation, and nostalgia in post-socialist contexts (Ptacek, 2018; Pehe, 2015; Mihelj.
2017). For instance, studies focusing on the politics of nostalgia, retro aesthetics, and the
cultural responses to the socialist past in the Czech Republic offer valuable insights into how

historical narratives are constructed and mediated through various media forms.

2.2.3 Memory reconstruction and Politicisation

Nevertheless, the role of media in recent years has started to gain more attention. Journalism
serves as a 'site of memory reconstruction' because it is the primary source of information
(Hoega, 2014). Through their narratives, journalists wield the power to shape communal
memory and preserve their positions as knowledgeable storytellers of public events.
Simultaneously, political actors serve as official sources for journalists, and political remarks
are generally considered newsworthy; hence, their voices are more likely to be represented in
the news media (Zelizer, 2006). When social conflicts arise, they are frequently addressed
through the media. However, as Edy (2006) observed, the media's coverage of conflicts is
often uneven due to journalistic conventions such as reputable sources and information
attribution. Both journalists and politicians see historical events as lessons from which a
society may learn and direct its current and future behaviours (Edy, 2006). As a result,
narratives about the past establish continuity and causality of events, implying that the past,

present, and future are all logically related (Hoega, 2014).

Furthermore, several studies have examined how the media in post-socialist countries

reference the socialist past in the context of elections and other contemporary political
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affairs. Coman and Gross (2012), for example, analyse how Romanian media outlets used
references to the communist era to criticise the failures of the current political and economic
system during the 2012 parliamentary elections. Similarly, Holt and Siikosd (2013) explore
how Hungarian media outlets invoked the socialist past to frame political debates and shape
public perceptions during the 2010 and 2014 parliamentary elections. They found that these
references were often used to articulate alternative visions of social and economic
organisations and drew on the perceived strengths of the socialist system to critique the

perceived shortcomings of the current capitalist model.

2.2.4 Transformation of Post-socialist media

Despite the lack of research on the current media sphere, significant research exists on how
the Czech media depicted its socialist past after the fall of socialism. However, during the
early stages of the post-socialist era, more comprehensive data and in-depth analysis were
needed to focus on the conditions of the media and journalism sectors. In the absence of
domestic research, it fell to foreign scholars to undertake the first significant examinations of

the post-socialist media landscape (Waschkova Cisafova et al., 2024).

The post-socialist era in the Czech Republic was marked by significant changes in the media
landscape, which can be divided into three periods. The first period (1989-1993) saw rapid
transformations, including the establishment of the dual market, the emergence of public
service media, the creation of new media laws, the privatisation of state media, and the entry
of foreign investors and owners of media organisations (Waschkova Cisatova et al., 2024).
As O’Neil (1997) notes: “The absence of communism does not alone lead to democracy by
default. Rather, open societies must be built (or re-built), pulling down old state structures

that served to centralise political power. One of these structures is the media.” This
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transitional period presented challenges and opportunities for the media landscape as it

sought to shed the vestiges of the previous authoritarian system.

The second period (1993-2004) was characterised by the establishment of the Czech
Republic and its membership in the EU 11 years later, leading to the concentration of media
ownership, the establishment of foreign media owners, and media commercialisation (Jebril
et al., 2013; Stetka, 2010). The post-transition period (2004-present) has been shaped by the
transformation of media ownership from foreign to domestic and its oligarchisation, as well
as the rise of authoritarian political parties, growing right-wing populism, societal
polarisation, and the deterioration of media freedom, leading to an illiberal democracy

(Surowiec & Stétka, 2020).

The availability of data sources focusing on media development in Central and Eastern
Europe (CEE) was initially limited. Still, research-based information on media
transformations has significantly increased, with a growing number of publications on the
topic. Despite this growth, presenting a definitive view on mass media in post-communist
countries remains challenging due to the rapid evolution of media systems and the region's
complexity. In the post-transition period, comparative research from a European perspective
addressed the Czech media system, highlighting the need for further analysis (Dobek!
Ostrowska et al., 2010; Glowacki et al., 2014; Jakubowicz, 2006; Rantanen, 2013).
However, even after 2010, there was still a lack of research data and literature on changes in
journalism and media in post-communist countries, indicating gaps in understanding certain
aspects of media development in the region (Jebril et al., 2013; Waschkova Cisafova &
Metykova, 2015). Some topics were more extensively covered than others during specific

periods, reflecting the need for continued research and analysis in this field.
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2.2.5 Broader Comparisons

Drawing a broader comparison, Collective Memory and National Identity in post-communist
Romania: Representations of the communist past in Romanian news media and Romanian
Politics, a dissertation by Constanta Alina Hogea (2014), examines how the media and
political actors in post-communist Romania have used representations of the communist past
and the Romanian Revolution to shape national identity and political legitimacy from 1990
to 2009, as revealed through an analysis of 5,378 newspaper articles. One of the study's key
findings is that political communication in the news media operated on the public
imagination of the past, present, and future, using the collective memory of the communist
past to serve political interests in the struggle for power and legitimacy. Furthermore, it
highlights that the public understanding of the break with communism played a crucial role
in defining post-communist Romanian society. The revolution, as a schism between the
communist regime and a new culture, acted as a prism through which Romanians understood
their communist past and the subsequent developments in the country. The research provides
a deeper understanding of identity formation in Central and Eastern European transitional
societies. It highlights the complex interplay between media, politics, and collective memory

in shaping national identity in post-communist Romania (Hoega, 2014).

Another article by Sabina Mihelj, “Memory, Post-socialism and the Media: Nostalgia and
Beyond”, explores how media shapes and conveys memories of post-socialist societies. She
notes that current research often fixates on nostalgic portrayals and national narratives and
misses broader and more personal dimensions of memory. She critiques the lack of
integration with more comprehensive memory studies. She proposes new directions, such as
examining the global context of Cold War memories and the interplay between personal and

public memory in media (Mihelj, 2017). In her research, she argues that other contributors to
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this topic emphasise the historical dimension of memory in understanding post-socialist

media memories.

These memories are shaped by current conditions and global, national, and personal
historical relationships and processes. The international aspects of post-socialist nostalgia,
according to Mihelj, are often acknowledged but require more focused study. The expanding
literature on mediated nostalgia beyond Eastern/Central Europe highlights its transnational
nature. This is evident in recycling old media content driven by global commercial
competition and the demand for inexpensive, high-rating media. She concludes by stating
that nostalgia is a worldwide phenomenon, prompting us to explore what makes post-

socialist nostalgia unique compared to other forms of longing for the past.

3. Research design and methods

The methodology section of this study outlines the research approach and methods used to
investigate the portrayal of the socialist past in the Czech media during the 2023 presidential
election. The study employs a mixed-methods research design, combining quantitative and
qualitative approaches to analyse media coverage comprehensively. This chapter describes
the research technique used to complete this study and the reasoning used to make the

choices made throughout the process.
3.1 Quantitative Segment

To adequately measure agenda-setting attributes, more than quantitative or qualitative
analysis alone was required. Quantitative and qualitative research methods were combined to
understand these attributes in context. Therefore, the first section involves quantitative

content analysis, which is a methodical and selective approach. This technique enables
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handling substantial data volumes while ensuring the outcomes remain highly verifiable

(Schulz & Reifova, 2013).

Quantitative analysis of content variables in media messages has been a practice for over half
a century, and its popularity has increased in the field of communication sciences
(Neuendorf, 2002). The roots of quantitative content analysis methods can be traced back to
the 1920s in the USA, originating from quantitative newspaper analysis. Many of these early
studies primarily examined the quality of news reporting (Neuendorf, 2002). Quantitative
content analysis is an effective method of reducing large data volumes. Riff et al. (2014)
defined quantitative analysis: “Quantitative content analysis is the systematic and replicable
examination of symbols of communication, which have been assigned numeric values
according to valid measurement rules, and the analysis of relationships involving those
values using statistical methods, to describe the communication, draw inferences about its
meaning, or infer from the communication to its context, both of production and

consumption” (Riff et al., 2014, p. 19).

The Newton database was initially used to identify the number of articles each media outlet
published about the presidential elections within the selected time frame. The following
keywords and their combinations were used to search for the articles: prezident/prezidentské
(president/presidential), volby (elections), volby 2023 (elections 2023), ceské (Czech),
kampan (campaign), kandidat (candidate). This step effectively narrowed down the number
of articles for further analysis. Subsequently, the Newton database was utilised to generate a
graph illustrating the periods with the highest number of articles about the presidential
elections referencing the socialist past. This visualisation is crucial for the analysis,
highlighting peak media interest and coverage. This aligns with literature emphasising the

importance of media attention peaks in shaping public opinion and influencing voter
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behaviour (McCombs & Shaw, 1972; Iyengar & Kinder, 1987). The core of the quantitative
analysis involved determining whether there is any difference in the number of articles
referencing the socialist past among the selected media. This analysis aimed to identify
which media outlets focused more on the socialist past in the context of the elections and to
distinguish their respective stances. By considering the political orientations of these outlets,
the analysis could reveal potential biases and the degree of emphasis placed on the socialist
past theme. This approach allows for a thematic analysis of the prominence of the socialist
past theme in media coverage, providing insights into how much the media focused on this

topic during the election.

3.2 Qualitative Segment

Complementing this will be qualitative content analysis, which will help capture what the
quantitative method cannot. Despite its widespread use, the qualitative case study approach
needs to be better understood. Scientific accuracy can be hard to prove, and any subsequent
conclusions might be difficult to defend due to contradictory epistemological
presuppositions and the complexity inherent in qualitative case-based research (Baskarada,
2014). However, it is particularly suitable for this thesis, as it allows for a nuanced
understanding of the media's role in shaping political discourse and offers a robust
framework for the in-depth exploration of complex phenomena. The qualitative aspect of the
study adopts a narrative analysis approach, which aims to identify recurrent themes and
storylines present in the media coverage, including an analysis of any audio-visual aspects.
This narrative analysis is crucial for understanding how events and issues related to the
socialist past are framed and interpreted within the media discourse. The qualitative study
will adopt an inductive approach to uncover research findings from recurring patterns in raw

data without the constraints of structured methodologies. This method allows themes to
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emerge naturally, providing a more organic understanding of the data (Thomas, 2003). By
examining the narratives and themes that arise from the media coverage, this research aims to
provide insights into how the socialist past is depicted and discussed in the 2023 Czech

presidential election context.

Narrative analysis has become an increasingly popular qualitative research method across
the social sciences. Researchers have recognised the value of capturing and examining
individuals' verbal, written, and visual accounts to gain insights into social phenomena
(Czarniawska, 2004). This type of research is distinct from other qualitative approaches as it
views narratives as a research tool and a subject of investigation. By closely analysing the
content and structure of personal stories, narratives can illuminate the lived experiences,
perspectives, and meanings that individuals ascribe to their social worlds. When analysing
media articles, narratives can be viewed as the fundamental building blocks that convey
meaning, perspective, and social significance. Researchers can uncover the underlying
intentions, assumptions, and sociocultural influences by closely examining the narrative
structures, character portrayals, plot devices, and linguistic choices within media texts

(Czarniawska, 2004).

Some analysts have explored the role of narratives, while others have examined the
dynamics between the creator, audience, and performative aspects (Riessman, 1993). These
diverse approaches are employed depending on the nature and type of text being analysed.
Narratives serve as a means to shape our understanding and perspective of the world,
allowing writers to organise and make sense of life's events and actions (Foss, 1989).
Investigating narratives involves studying how humans comprehend their existence and

identifying the overarching themes characterising each generation (Deal, 2020).
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The study of news as a narrative assumes that journalism, as a textual practice, reflects
broader social relations and cultural meanings. News does not present reality as it occurred;
instead, it documents and represents it (Fiirsich, 2009). In essence, a narrative serves to
organise our understanding of the world, and analysing the significance of this organisation
necessitates a diverse array of conceptual tools drawn from various philosophical and
theoretical traditions (Buozis & Creech, 2018). Ormen & Gregersen (2019) explained that
narratives are central to understanding news stories. They have influenced how journalism

scholars and practitioners understand news as a genre of public communication.

Additionally, scholars are increasingly interested in how narrative elements shape audience
perceptions and engagement with views (Urmen & Gregersen, 2019). It becomes evident
that the media’s portrayal of the candidate’s communist past in the 2023 Czech presidential
election is a prime example of how narratives are formed. By framing the candidate’s
histories within the context of communism, the media not only informs but also influences

how the electorate understands and engages with the candidates’ political identities.

The qualitative analysis uses an inductive approach. The main goal of the inductive approach
is to enable research findings to surface from the recurring patterns found in raw data and free
them from the limitations set by structured methodologies (Thomas, 2003). Often, key
themes can be concealed or overlooked due to the biases introduced by data collection and
analysis methods used in deductive approaches. The general inductive approach for
qualitative data analysis aims to condense extensive raw text data into a concise summary
(Appendix II.), establish clear and justifiable links between research objectives and findings,
and develop models or theories that explain the underlying structure of experiences or
processes evident in the data (Thomas, 2003). This method shares similarities with other

qualitative analysis approaches and emphasises transparency in its findings. It ensures that
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the connections between the research goals and the results are clear and justifiable.
3.3 Criteria for Articles

The data was collected using the Newton Media archives
(https://newtonone.newtonmedia.eu), a platform that contains over 118 contributors from the
Czech Republic. This platform allows users to select articles based on the desired criteria,
such as the time frame, keywords, length, and media outlet. These articles were selected
based on the following criteria, using purposive sampling. They had to be between 300-600
words and include news articles and opinion pieces. The chosen time frame is from the 31*
of December 2022 to the 11" of February 2023 - 2 weeks before the first election round, the
time in between the first and the second round, and two weeks after the second election
round. This time frame was chosen because it is when the media coverage of the election
topic was the most prominent. At the same time, it could have influenced voting decisions

and shown the aftermath of the election once the second round was done.

Also, the number of presidential candidates was narrowed down to the two top candidates,
and the media coverage was more concentrated around them. The following keywords were
used to select the articles: election 2023, Petr Pavel, Andrej Babis, komunista (communist),
rozvéd¢ik (intelligence officer), komunisticka (communist), STB (State Security), KSCM
(Communist Party of Bohemia and Moravia), agent, estébak (derogatory term for a State
Security collaborator), totalita (totalitarianism), socialismus, komunismus and different
combinations of these keywords. The articles had to be from the following media outlets:
Echo24, Forum24, DenikN, Alarm, Novinky, and Aktualné. The media outlets were chosen
to ensure various political perspectives and differing stances. This selection was made to
capture a comprehensive and balanced view of the media escape and to reflect the diversity

of opinions that characterise the Czech media environment. By including sources with
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varying political affiliations and editorial policies, the analysis aims to prove a nuanced
understanding of how different media outlets covered the election and framed the narratives
around the top presidential candidates. This approach ensures that the analysis is not skewed
towards any political leaning and provides a robust examination of the media’s role in the

electoral process (Barkho, 2019).

Four articles from each medium were selected for the qualitative segment based on a
systematic sampling approach to ensure representativeness and relevance. This number
strikes a balance between being manageable for in-depth analysis and providing diverse
perspectives. By focusing on four articles per outlet, the study can capture critical narratives
and themes without becoming overwhelmed by data. Additionally, the four articles from
each medium were selected based on their relevance to the topic and ability to understand the
prevailing narratives comprehensively. The media outlets themselves were carefully chosen
to represent a range of political perspectives and editorial stances. By including sources with
varying ideological leanings, from left-wing (Alarm) to centre-left (Aktualné) to centre-right
(Echo24, Forum24), the analysis aims to provide a balanced and nuanced understanding of

how the candidate’s pasts were portrayed in the media landscape.

The following media outlets will be analysed:

Novinky (https://novinky.cz)

Novinky.cz is the most visited news website on the Czech internet, operating under the
umbrella of the Seznam.cz company. In addition to Novinky.cz, Seznam.cz owns and
manages several other popular online platforms, including Super.cz, Maps.cz, Seznam
Zpravy, and Sport.cz. Novinky.cz was initially launched in 1998 as an entertainment portal

but later transitioned into a dedicated news server in 2003. At that time, the website became a
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co-publication between Seznam.cz and Borgis, a company whose majority shareholder is
Zden¢k Porybny, the editor-in-chief of the daily newspaper Pravo (Seznam.cz, 2020). He
was also the editor-in-chief of the communist newspaper Rudé¢ pravo during the November
1989 revolution, where he played a significant role in the media landscape of that era
(Porybny, 2019). While Novinky.cz is known for its quick news updates rather than in-depth
journalistic analyses, this approach has attracted a large audience. According to recent data,
the website receives nearly 4.5 million real readers in the Czech Republic monthly,
cementing its position as the country's leading news portal. The rapid dissemination of
information is a crucial strength of Novinky.cz, as the website can publish news updates
promptly, catering to the growing demand for instant access to the latest developments. This
focus on speed and accessibility has contributed to the platform's widespread popularity

among Czech news consumers (Netmonitor, 2017).

Echo24 (https://echo24.cz)

Echo24 is a Czech online opinion-focused, more right-leaning newspaper launched on
March 14, 2014 (Balsinek, 2021). The website has steadily increased its user base, with 1.6
million real users as of February 2021, up from just 858,000 in February 2019 (Netmonitor,
2022). This growth has brought Echo24 closer to the user numbers of the thematically similar
medium Reflex.cz, with the difference now being in the tens of thousands (Netmonitor,
2022). The departure of numerous journalists from Lidové noviny and Mlad4 Fronta Dnes
following the acquisition of a stake in these publications by businessman Andrej Babi§ in
2013 has led to a significant shift in the editorial landscape. The appointment of Dalibor
Balsinek, former editor-in-chief of Lidové noviny, as the head of Echo24 has been seen as a

move away from the influence of robust and political structures. According to BalSinek, this
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trend is part of a broader phenomenon of oligarchisation in the Czech media, which
manifests itself in varying degrees of content manipulation. This development is perceived to
exert influence over public opinion. Echo24 positions itself as a medium that is not
controlled by political structures and does not serve their interests (BalSinek, 2021). Despite
its independent profile, Echo24.cz has significantly changed ownership since April 2021,

with billionaire Marek Spanél becoming the majority shareholder (Echo24.cz, 2021).

Forum?24 (https://forum24.cz)

The news server Forum24, founded in 2015, is managed by the Free Czech Media
organisation under the leadership of writer and journalist Johana Hovorkova. Known for its
sharp stance against Andrej Babi§ and his supporters, the server emphasises its mission to
protect free information management in a time when significant Czech media outlets are
owned by individuals like BabiS, who have built their businesses on state contracts,
subsidies, or other privileged positions in the economy (Forum24.cz, 2022). Forum24.cz
identifies itself as a liberal democratic opinion newspaper, operating independently and
funded through contributions to a collection account. Its editorial focus is evident from its
initial marketing campaign, which included the slogan "Nebojime se Babise!" and a nod to
the opinion newspaper Svobodné forum, now expanded to include news coverage

(Forum24.cz, 2022).

Denik N (https://denikn.cz)

Denik N, a digital news platform, emerged as a new type of medium in 2018, focusing on a
broad range of news and publicist content. Initially, editor-in-chief Tomasek aimed to recruit
experienced journalists, but they declined for various reasons. He later saw this as

advantageous, as younger, early-career professionals were more willing to take risks and
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could afford to do so more than their older counterparts (Schroderova, 2021). The platform's
articles aim to provide in-depth analysis by situating issues within a broader context. The
company behind Denik N, N media a.s., is partially owned by the Independent Press
Foundation. The other major shareholder is the Slovak company Dennik N a.s., which
publishes the Slovak version of Denik N (Denik N, 2023). Denik N stands out on the Czech
media landscape due to its funding and ownership structure. The primary funding source
comes from subscribers, ensuring the platform's complete independence from the interests of
large businesses, politics, and advertising, as stated in their code of ethics (Denik N, 2023).
According to editor Jan Kudlak, Denik N targets a general audience (Pavlikova, 2022). The
platform's readers are described as individuals seeking information, looking for diverse
viewpoints, and craving deeper insights. However, it also acknowledges that the audience is
limited to those who can afford the subscription, which, although not high, presents a specific
barrier (Pavlikova, 2022). It is often perceived as a left-wing or centre-left outlet (Media

Bias/Fact Check, 2024).

Aktualné (https://aktualne.cz)

Aktualné.cz is the third most-read news website in the Czech Republic, boasting 1.9 million
active users per month. The platform's audience demographics reveal that more than half of
its readers are between the ages of 20 and 49, with nearly half having completed secondary
education with a high school diploma and one-fifth holding a university degree (Netmonitor,
2017). It provides its readers with a diverse range of up-to-date information, covering
domestic and international news and economic developments. This content is presented
through various formats, including articles, videos, and multimedia graphics.
Complementing the news coverage, the website also features commentaries and opinions

from leading Czech journalists, offering readers deeper insights and diverse perspectives on
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current events. In addition to its news and analysis, Aktualné.cz includes lifestyle magazines,
sports coverage, and a robust video offering. The platform's video content is hosted on the
Aktudln€. TV portal, which serves as a hub for all the video productions from the Economia
media group, to which Aktudlné.cz belongs—one of the flagship programs on the Aktualné.
The TV video portal is the DVTV project, a popular and well-regarded journalistic
endeavour. The publication is part of the Economia media group, associated with a centre-
left stance, focusing on issues such as human rights, democracy, and anti-corruption

measures (Media Bias/Fact Check, 2024).

Alarm (https://a2larm.cz)

Alarm.cz is actively engaged in social issues and has been characterised as far left-wing or
even radical left-wing in its approach (Borovan, 2021). Alarm, available on A2larm.cz, is a
platform that focuses on opinion journalism rather than purely factual reporting. It is
managed by A2, a non-profit organisation that also publishes the cultural fortnightly A2. The
portal relies primarily on financial support from readers, who contribute regular or one-time

donations. Additionally, it receives funding from various grant programs.

4 Analysis

4.1 Quantitative Analysis

The quantitative analysis of this study focuses on the extent to which specific thematic
elements related to the socialist past were emphasised in the media coverage of the 2023
presidential election compared to other topics. Between the 31* of December 2022 and the
11th of February 2023, a total of 14691 articles were published in the chosen media (Echo24,

Forum24, Alarm, DenikN, Novinky, Aktudln€). Out of these 14691 articles, 5471 articles
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discussed the presidential election specifically. These articles were identified through a
systematic keyword search using Newton Media. The following keywords and their
combinations were used: prezident/prezidentské (president/presidential), volby (elections),
volby 2023 (elections 2023), ceské (Czech), kampaii (campaign), kandidat (candidate). This
is around 37%, which makes it a dominant theme in the media coverage. Most of the articles
were published on January 16th between the first and the second round of the presidential
election — around 1300 (Newton Media). This can be explained by the fact that the candidate
selection narrowed down to the final two candidates, both with a communist past. On one
hand, it can be argued that the campaign radicalised after the first round of the election,
which was then reflected by the media. Immediately after announcing the first-round results,
Babi§ abandoned his previous tone, where he missed first place. He initiated an aggressive
campaign, using billboards claiming that Petr Pavel intended to lead the Czech Republic to
war. A surge of chain emails, Facebook group messages and Twitter bots emerged, actively
spreading misinformation and false narratives. One of the most prevalent falsehoods was the
claim that Petr Pavel’s victory would result in the mobilisation of the army (Povysilova,

2023).

On the other hand, it can be argued that the issue at hand was not that the campaign became
more "radicalised" after the first round but rather that it up the fact that both candidates had
past affiliations with the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia (KSC). This historical
connection became a focal point for journalists and commentators, providing ground for
analysis and debate. The voters were faced with choosing between two former communists
and were compelled to scrutinise which candidate's communist past was more palatable or
had been more beneficial. The media's coverage inevitably influenced public perception and

added complexity to the electoral decision.
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Of the 5471 articles on presidential elections, 1316 articles contained references to the
socialist past, around 24%. This high percentage underscores the relevance and dominance

of the socialist past theme in media coverage and confirms the significance of this research

topic. Key terms related to the socialist past were identified and quantified to assess their
prominence within the election coverage. The key terms were: komunisticka/komunista
(communist), rozvédéik (intelligence officer), STB (state security), KSCM/KSC
(Communist party), agent (agent), estébak (state security collaborator), totalita/totalitni
(totalitarianism/totalitarian). These critical terms were combined to achieve the desired
selection criteria. The following graph illustrates the number of articles referencing the

socialist past published on selected dates in the chosen time frame:
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Graph 1: Number of articles with references to the socialist past (Newton media)

The next step of the quantitative analysis is determining the distribution of these articles

across various media outlets. This was done by assessing the number of articles on the

presidential election for each outlet through Newton Media, from which the number of
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articles referencing the socialist past was determined. The data shows that references to the
socialist past were not uniformly distributed, indicating a variation in focus or editorial
stance among different media outlets. This uneven distribution aligns with existing media
bias research, highlighting how news organisations may prioritise certain narratives or
themes based on their ideological leanings or audience preferences. Other topics in the media
coverage included future steps and viewpoints of the president, conflicts of interest, the

presidential campaign and disinformation, the economic situation in the Czech Republic, and

the personal lives of the candidates (Hillova, 2024).

Articles on Articles on presidential election Final

presidential referencing socialist past percenta
election ge (%)
Novinky 2500 614 24.56
Alarm 56 18 32.14
Echo24 831 131 15.76
Férum24 830 197 23.73
Denik N 567 179 31.57
Aktudlné 687 188 17.37

Table 1: Distribution of Articles Referencing Socialist Past Across Media Outlets

This table indicates that some media outlets, such as Alarm and Denik N, had more articles
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referencing the socialist past. This suggests a greater emphasis on this aspect in their
coverage. In contrast, outlets like Echo24 and Aktualn¢ had a lower percentage, indicating a
relatively lesser focus on the socialist past within their election coverage. This analysis helps
to understand the varying editorial priorities and potential influence on public perception
during the presidential elections. The following graph shows the different percentages

among the selected media outlets:
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Graph 2: Percentage of articles referencing the socialist past

Based on the ideological and political backgrounds provided in this thesis, the following
observations can be made about the percentages shown in the table:

Aktudlne (17.73%)

Aktualné is known for its centre-left stance and focus on human rights and democracy. Its
relatively low percentage of articles referencing the socialist past could reflect a more diverse
editorial focus. This approach might provide a comprehensive view of the election while
maintaining its commitment to critical journalism and democratic values.

Denik N (31.57%)

Denik N is positioned as a left-wing or centre-left outlet; therefore, its high percentage of

33



articles referencing the socialist past aligns with its focus on in-depth analysis and broader
socio-political contexts. This suggests a deliberate editorial strategy to use historical
narratives to inform contemporary political discourse and critique current political figures
with past communist ties.

Forum24 (23.73%)

As a liberal-conservative opinion newspaper, Férum24’s moderate percentage reflects its
critical stance against populism, authoritarianism and communism. It references the socialist
past to highlight the historical context of current political figures like Andrej Babis. This
aligns with its self-proclaimed mission to protect free information management and
democratic values by drawing historical parallels.

Echo24 (15.76%)

Echo24, with a right-leaning orientation, had fewer references to the socialist past. This
could indicate a strategic editorial choice to focus less on historical socialist themes and more
on current issues or right-wing viewpoints that resonate with its audience. However, many
articles still referenced the socialist past, and Echo24 was one of the most critical media
outlets regarding Andrej Babi§'s past.

Alarm (32.14%)

This media outlet is known for its far-left or radical left-wing stance. Its higher percentage of
articles referencing the socialist past aligns with its ideological focus on social justice and
critique of neoliberalism. This suggests an emphasis on historical narratives related to
socialism to critique the current political dynamic and advocate for alternative economic
models.

Novinky (25.56%)

As the most visited news website in the Czech Republic, Novinky’s moderate percentage

indicates a balanced approach and reflects its role in providing quick news updates. Its
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coverage likely includes references to the socialist past as a part of a broader strategy to
appeal to a wide audience by addressing various aspects of the election without a pronounced

ideological bias.

The emphasis on themes about the socialist past suggests that the media played a significant
role in framing the 2023 Czech presidential election within the context of political history.
By frequently highlighting these narratives associated with communism and totalitarianism,
the media may have influenced public perceptions and priorities and directed attention
towards the candidate’s historical affiliations and the broader implications of their potential
leadership. Although, in many cases, it was the candidates themselves who were constantly
bringing up the communist past of one another, the fact that the media chose to report on this
specific aspect confirms the hypothesis as mentioned above. The application of agenda-
setting theory in this analysis underscores the media’s power to shape electoral discourse.
Livingstone & Lunt (1994) argued that the selective emphasis on specific themes and
narratives could lead to a heightened public focus on these issues, potentially affecting

voting behaviour and the electoral outcome.

The percentages of articles referencing the socialist past in the table reflect the respective
media outlets' ideological orientations and editorial strategies. Left-leaning outlets like
Alarm and Denik N emphasise historical socialist themes more prominently, aligning with
their ideological focus and critique of current political dynamics. In contrast, right-leaning
and centrist outlets like Echo24 and Aktualné have lower percentages, reflecting different
editorial priorities and audience considerations. However, this does not give any definite
conclusions about the respective stances of the selected media regarding articles that cover

the socialist past. For example, Echo24 had the lowest percentage score; however, as the
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detailed qualitative analysis that follows reveals, the articles from Echo24 were among some
of the most critical ones from the whole analysis. This indicates that while quantitative data
can provide insights into the extent to which the specific theme is covered, it does not

necessarily capture the depth or tone of the coverage.
4.2 Qualitative Analysis

The analysis of the media’s reflections on the communist past in the 2023 presidential
election revealed a few dominant narratives that persistently appeared across various
sources. This detailed examination provides a comprehensive understanding of the
prevailing narratives and their implications for contemporary Czech politics. The narratives
were identified using an inductive approach. Initially, the articles were condensed into
concise summaries and read multiple times to uncover recurring patterns and themes
naturally. This method allows the narratives to emerge organically from the data without the
constraints of predefined categories, ensuring a more authentic and nuanced understanding

of the media content.

4.2.1 Describing the Communist Past as a Political Weapon

Most articles repeatedly highlight the ties of both candidates with the Communist Party
before 1989. This narrative was classified as “Describing the communist past as a political
weapon”. It was present across all of the analysed media outlets. The Communist past is not
merely a fact pointed out but an important political weapon for influencing public opinion or
criticising the candidates in question. In this way, the Communist past has been used as
ammunition by opponents and the media. The articles highlight that this political tactic, often
used by Andrej Babis, was aimed at discrediting Petr Pavel, casting doubt on his suitability
for the presidency [1, 2, 5, 7, 12, 15, 18, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24]. For instance, Babi§ has

repeatedly referred to Pavel as a communist spy [1, 20] and compared him to Vladimir Putin
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[1, 20]. At the same time, Pavel has been criticised for not fully revealing his military
intelligence past [5, 21]. Once again, the use of these words is not trivial. In Czech collective
memory, a communist spy represents all that is dark and secretive about the totalitarian
regime, all the power, mystery, injustice and evil that personifies it (Main, 2014). The

comparison to Vladimir Putin is all the stronger given the Russian aggression on Ukraine.

It is apparent from the articles that Czech society remains deeply divided on how to reconcile
with its communist past. The selected media reported on figures, such as Michal Kocab, who
expressed their frustration at the apparent indifference of voters to the candidates’
communist past [22]. Others, like Michal Horacek, stress the importance of personal
transformation and responsibility towards a positive change, as the communist past is
inherent to the country's history [22]. The enduring influence of communism is evident, and
the communist period continues to shape political identities and opinions 35 years after the
fall of the regime. The debate over Eva Pavlova’s communist past [23], the use of communist
terminology by both candidates [18, 24] and Babi$’s continued support by the Communist
Party of Bohemia and Moravia [18] all underline the lasting influence of this period. For
instance, Babi§’s reliance on communist support [18] while simultaneously and
paradoxically playing the anti-communist card while discrediting opposition due to their past
[2] demonstrates the complex ways the communist period continues to influence Czech

politics.

4.2.2 Ex-Communist Fighting 'New Totalitarianism' while Courting Communist Party
Support
This leads to a prevalent narrative in the analysis — “Ex-Communist fighting 'New

Totalitarianism' while courting Communist Party support”. For instance, Pehe, in his article
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for Denik N [11], highlights that Babi§ was trying to gain support from entirely ideologically
different parties, such as the nationalist, right-wing populist party SPD, or the Communist
party. Splichal (2023) was even more radical in his articles for Alarm [17, 2]. He describes
that Babi§ “presents himself as an anti-establishment figure fighting against new
totalitarianism despite his involvement with the Communist party in the past and their
support of him in the present”. The article then follows, stating that this contradiction is
absurd, as Babis taps into the public’s fear of communist resurgence while downplaying its
history. Splichal extends this criticism even to Petr Pavel by pointing out the irony of Babis,
a former career communist and state security collaborator, playing the anti-communist card
and warning against another former communist, Petr Pavel. The title “Estébak varujici pred
rozvédcikem” (,,The former secret police agent warning against the intelligence officer®)
shows this contradiction. Given Alarm’s ideological background, their critical stance
towards the communist past can be better understood. As a far left-wing platform, Alarm is
naturally inclined to scrutinise figures who exhibit hypocrisy and ideological inconsistency,
particularly those who have ties to both communist and right-wing elements. For instance,
Babi$’s efforts to gain support from the Communist Party while positioning himself against
“new totalitarianism” presents a clear target for Alarm’s editorial approach, emphasising

exposing perceived injustices.

4.2.3 Andrej Babis Playing on Communist Nostalgia

The most repeated narratives include several stances on critiquing Andrej Babi§’s populist
and fearmongering tactics. One of the most common ones was “Andrej Babi$ playing on
communist nostalgia”. By framing his opponents as threats to national security and stability,
especially Petr Pavel, “he capitalised on public anxieties and positioned himself as the only

viable option” (Smejkal, 2023). These included references to the socialist past, specifically
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the past of Andrej Babi§ as the former secret police agent and Petr Pavel’s past as an
intelligence officer. The analysed media outlets provided similar perspectives on these
narratives. Forum24, for instance, is known for its sharp attitude against Andrej Babi$ and his
supporters - its mission is to protect free information management in a time when significant
Czech media outlets are owned by individuals like Babi§ (Forum2.cz, 2022). This critical
stance is reflected in their articles, which frequently highlight Babi$’s manipulative tactics
and authoritarian tendencies. For example, Forum24 described Babi$ as turning into a “fear
merchant”, using manipulative tactics to scare voters and undermine his opponent (Smejkal,
2023). This consistent critique underscores Forum24’s commitment to holding Babi§

accountable and protecting democratic values.

This stance is even more evident in their articles about the socialist past. One article in
particular, “We need to stop with the twisted nostalgia. It was certainly not better under the
Communists or Babis,” by Vilém Besser (2023), compares the nostalgia after the communist
regime to Babi$’s promises. The author argues that manipulation has led some people to
replace the phrase “it was better under Communism” with “it was better under Babis.”.
Lankauskas (2018) explains that in present-day Eastern/Central Europe, nostalgist
reflections on the socialist era are crucial tools for individuals to detach from a disappointing
present. They are characterised by a perceived breakdown in the daily fabric of life and the
challenges of forming meaningful social relationships and identities. Instead of succumbing
to despair, these disempowered individuals seek cognitive frameworks and strategies to

navigate and counteract the changes they face (Lankauskas, 2018).

Mihelj (2017) explains that the media’s role in memory typically focuses on the media as

carriers of memory rather than subjects of remembrance themselves. From everyday
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interactions with media in our daily routines to significant and memorable media events such
as the election, communication tools have become integral to our experiences, thereby
shaping what we recall about our lives (Mihelj, 2017). The author applies this theoretical
perspective to Babi§ by suggesting that he attempts to exploit this nostalgia similarly. By
drawing a parallel between communist nostalgia and Babi§’s promises, Besser demonstrates
how both regimes leverage historical narratives to frame current political discourse and
manipulate public sentiment. This connection underscores the media’s role in shaping

collective memory and influencing contemporary political dynamics.

4.2.4 Once a Communist, Always a Communist

Another crucial narrative has been classified as “Once a communist, always a communist”.
Several articles suggest that the candidates' pasts continue to define their present identities,
implying that they remain unchanged from who they were in the past. This narrative suggests
that the past affiliations and actions of the candidates continue to define their current
identities and political behaviour, regardless of any changes or developments they may have
undergone. For instance, in an article by Dostalova (2023) for Aktualn€, Babis is compared
to Gustav Husak, the former Communist leader of Czechoslovakia known for his repressive
policies during the normalisation period following the Prague Spring. This comparison
underscores Babis’s authoritarian tendencies and his use of populist strategies like those

employed by Husak.

Aktualné also highlights this theme by scrutinising Andrej Babi$’s inability to effectively use
Petr Pavel’s past as a communist intelligence trainee against him while misrepresenting
Pavel's military training. However, another article [10] by Polacek and Hromkova (2023)

frames Pavel's victory as a symbolic end to post-revolutionary anti-communism, contrastin
ry y p ry g
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his transformation with Babi§’s inability to overcome his controversial past. Pavel's detailed
background and achievements further challenge the notion that past communist affiliations
define present identities, showcasing his evolution and dedication to democratic values.
Given Aktudlné.cz's centre-left stance and its focus on issues such as human rights,
democracy, and anti-corruption measures, its critical portrayal of Babi§ aligns with its
broader editorial mission to promote transparency and accountability in political discourse
while highlighting the significance of personal growth and integrity over historical

affiliations.

4.2.5 The Bad Communist versus the Good Communist

The media often portrayed a simplistic narrative that "once a communist, always a
communist." However, they frequently made distinctions between communists they deemed
"good" versus "bad" rather than condemning all communists equally. While the media
tended to oversimplify the nuances of communism, they did acknowledge that some
communists were more acceptable than others in their eyes. For instance, Petr Pavel received
significantly less critique than Andrej Babis$ in all the analysed media outlets. “The bad
communist versus the good communist” is a narrative that was present to a large extent.
Among the provided articles, the one titled “Historian Blazek demands an apology. Petr
Pavel admits in his biography that he belonged to the intelligence service” from Echo24 was
the most critical about Petr Pavel and his past. It delves deeper into Pavel’s history with
Czechoslovak communist military intelligence, an aspect of his past that has been a point of
contention during his presidential campaign. When discussing the “Who is a better
communist” narrative, the media generally took a different approach when criticising Andrej
Babi$’s past than Petr Pavel’s. They acknowledge that Petr Pavel was open and honest about

his past affiliations, giving him a more nuanced critique of transparency and accountability.
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In contrast, Babi§ was often accused of lying and manipulating information about his past,
leading to harsher criticism. This distinction in media treatment highlights the importance of
honesty and transparency in political discourse and how these factors impact public and
media perceptions. This notion is supported by academic literature, which suggests that there
may be value in a more nuanced, less ideologically charged approach to dealing with this
complex historical legacy (Dubcek, 1993; Szczerbiak, 2018; Blaive et al., 2013). The
literature indicates that simply rejecting or demonising the communist past may not be the
most productive path forward. There may be merit in fostering open dialogue and
transparency about individual experiences and perspectives. There seemed to be no crucial
distinction among the selected media regarding this perspective, as they all mainly portrayed
Andrej Babis as “the bad communist”. It can only be included which ones were more critical
or less. For instance, the web Novinky adopted a more relaxed approach to the topic. In this
analysis, Novinky stood out for its approach to covering Babi§’s past because it opted for a
less critical tone than the other outlets. Their strategy can justify this, emphasising a quick

news delivery without the ideological intensity seen in different media.

Although the articles by Novinky followed the general trend present in the other analysed
media outlets — Babis$ as the bad communist and Pavel as the good communist, they provided
a more balanced portrayal of the socialist past compared to the other media outlets chosen for
this analysis. On the one hand, there were articles such as by Mitrofanov (2023) and his “Act
of Electoral Hygiene”, which follows the regular pattern — criticising Andrej Babi$ for his
paradoxical support from the Communist party in his presidential campaign, his disdain for
NATO, and other controversial remarks. On the other hand, articles by Beranova (2023), or

Pravo (2023) were more critical towards the past of Petr Pavel. In article 11, Beranova
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highlights how Danuse Nerudova, another presidential candidate, labelled Pavel as a “former
career communist, agent, and a spy”. This strong language underscores the tension in the
election. It highlights her efforts to distinguish herself from Pavel by focusing on his
controversial history and suggesting that his past disqualifies him from leading the country.
However, like most articles from Novinky.cz, this article is not opinion-based—the author
merely states what happened and what was said at the debate and after. This article situates
Nerudové and Pavel as key contenders in the presidential race alongside Andrej Babis.
Furthermore, the article by Pravo (2023) highlights that the necessity of choosing between
two candidates with communist pasts is a poor reflection of Czech society’s reconciliation
with its history. This narrative highlights the complex interplay of past political affiliations in
the current presidential race. It underscores the shift from a strict focus on past communist

ties to a more nuanced evaluation of current political stakes.

4.2.6 The portrayal of NATO in the context of historical communist values and
propaganda

Another recurring narrative is “The portrayal of NATO in the context of historical
communist values and propaganda”. The article “The peacemaker Babi§ promoted an
aggressive NATO. He forgot where Yugoslavia is and how the UN works” from Forum24
notably discussed this. It explored how contemporary political figures, particularly Andrej
Babis, leverage fears of international alliances and commitments, drawing parallels to the
Cold War’s communist rhetoric. The alignment of modern political rhetoric with historical
communist values reflects the ongoing struggle within Czech society to reconcile with its
communist past. It shows how unresolved historical legacies continue to shape political
strategies and voter behaviour. The media’s role in highlighting these contradictions and

manipulative tactics is crucial in maintaining an informed electorate and fostering a more
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nuanced understanding of the country’s geopolitical stance. This is supported by substantial
empirical evidence, which indicates that media coverage enhances accountability. Research
has demonstrated that media outlets report on the actions of elected officials, which leads to a
more informed electorate and, consequently, greater accountability of politicians (Snyder &
Stromberg, 2010; Besley & Burgess, 2002; Ashworth, 2012). This aligns with the widely
held belief that journalism serves as a public watchdog, holding elected officials to account

(Hamilton, 2009; McChesney & Nichols, 2011; Waldman, 2011).

4.2.7 Conclusion of Qualitative Analysis

To conclude, the qualitative analysis of media reflection on the communist past in the 2023
Czech presidential election reveals several dominant narratives that persistently appeared
across various sources. These narratives highlight the enduring influence of communism on
contemporary Czech politics and society. The media frequently employed the “Describing
the communist past as a political weapon™ narrative, using the communist past to discredit
candidates and influence public opinion. This tactic was particularly evident in Andrej
Babi§’s attacks on Petr Pavel. The media also perpetuated the “Once a communist, always a
communist” narrative, which suggests that past communist affiliations define present
identities. However, they often made distinctions between “good” and “bad” communists,
making it seem like some communists were better than others. This nuanced approach was
evident in the media’s treatment of Petr Pavel, who was criticised for his past affiliations but

was seen as more transparent and accountable than Babis.

The analysis also revealed several prevalent narratives surrounding Andrej Babis’s political
tactics. One critical narrative is Babi§’s portrayal of himself as an “Ex-Communist fighting
‘New Totalitarianism’ while courting Communist Party support”. He attempted to position

himself as an anti-establishment figure fighting against new forms of totalitarianism. The
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analysis highlights the contradiction in Babi§ simultaneously seeking support from the
Communist Party. Additionally, the media showed other narratives criticising Babis, such as
Andrej Babi§ portraying himself as a saviour who can protect the nation from threats” or
“The portrayal of NATO in the context of historical communist values and propaganda”.
This analysis underscores the complex interplay of past political affiliations and their impact
on contemporary political dynamics. The media’s role in shaping collective memory and
influencing political discourse is crucial, as it helps maintain an informed electorate and

fosters a more nuanced understanding of the country’s historical legacies.

4. Discussion and Limitations

First, the quantitative analysis reveals several important insights into the media’s coverage of
the communist past during the 2023 Czech presidential election. The data shows that a
significant portion of the media coverage — 1,316 out of 5,471 articles on the presidential
election (24%) contained references to the socialist past. This indicates that narratives about
the candidates’ communist affiliations were a prominent focus within the broader election
discourse. The analysis of the article distribution across different media outlets highlights
that the emphasis on communist-related narratives was not uniform. Outlets like Alarm
(32.14%) and Denik N (31.58%) had a higher percentage of articles referencing the socialist

past, while others like Echo24 (15.76%) and Aktualné (17.37%) had a lower percentage.

The varying percentages of articles referencing the socialist past seem to align with the
known ideological leanings of the media outlets. Left-leaning outlets like Alarm and Denik
N emphasised these narratives more. This likely reflects their editorial priorities and desire to
examine the candidates’ historical ties to communism critically. At the same time, right-

leaning and centrist outlets like Echo24 and Aktudlné had a lower focus on these themes.
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The prominence of communist-related narratives in the media coverage suggests that the
media may have played a significant role in framing the 2023 Czech presidential election
within the context of political history. By frequently highlighting these narratives, the media
may have influenced public perceptions and directed attention towards the candidates’

historical affiliations.

At the same time, while the quantitative analysis provides insights into the extent to which
specific themes were covered, it does not necessarily capture the depth or tone of the
coverage. The qualitative analysis reveals that even outlets with lower percentages of
communism-related articles, such as Echo24, produced some of the most critical coverage of
the candidate’s past. Therefore, the quantitative findings should be interpreted in conjunction
with the qualitative ones to gain a more comprehensive understanding of the topic. The
quantitative findings offer a broad perspective on the prevalence of these narratives. At the
same time, the qualitative examination delves deeper into the underlying motivations, biases,
and implications of how the media selectively invokes and frames historical themes to
influence public perceptions and political dynamics. By combining quantitative and
qualitative methods, this study provides a more holistic assessment of the media’s coverage
and potential impact on the electoral process. This approach underscores the need to move
beyond simplistic numerical comparisons and examine the complex interplay between
media, collective memory, and contemporary political discourse in post-communist societies

(Lund, 2011).

To anchor the narratives found in the media coverage of the country's social, political, and
economic developments after 1989, it is essential to understand the broader context in which

these narratives emerged. The fall of communism in 1989 marked a significant turning point
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in Czech history (Blokker, 2013). The subsequent years saw the country navigate the
complexities of democratisation, economic restructuring, and the establishment of new
political institutions (Grzyamala-Busse, 2002). In this context, the media’s portrayal of the
communist past and the candidates’ affiliations with the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia
(KSC) can reflect the ongoing struggle to reconcile with this historical legacy. The narratives
identified in the analysis, such as “Describing the communist past as a political weapon,”
“Once a communist, always a communist,” or “The bad communist versus the good
communist”, highlight the influence of communism on contemporary Czech politics and
society. The media’s election coverage can be understood as a manifestation of the broader
societal debates and tensions surrounding the communist past. The candidate’s past
affiliations with the KSC became a central issue in the election, with both candidates being

former communists.

The recent communist past still haunts former Soviet satellites and is a crucial point of
contention within the political and societal arena. There appears to be widespread unease
among the public, albeit unacknowledged. This discomfort with communism is revealed
through the media’s rhetoric and political tactics. Representations collide, and there is
resentment towards a system where all are the victims, nostalgia among the older
generations, or possible indifference among the younger generation. On this occasion, one
observes the phenomenon seen in countries with a heavy past: France after Vichy, Chile after
Pinochet or South Africa after Apartheid (Fink, 2001). A community can only regain a
minimum consensus when light has been shed on its recent history. When the victims and
perpetrators have been clearly identified, the guilty denounced and punished, and, equally,
when most of the population has been relieved of guilt for its inescapable participation in the

fallen regime.
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This created a complex dynamic in which the media had to navigate the nuances of these
affiliations and their implications for the candidate’s current political stances and credibility.
The broader social and political climate influenced the media’s portrayal of the communist
past. The context of the transition from communism to democracy created a ground for the
media to frame the election as a choice between different visions for the country’s future,
with the communist past serving as one of the key dividing lines. This coverage was, of
course, also shaped by the candidate’s own strategies and tactics. Andrej Babis, for instance,
leveraged his past affiliations with the KSC to appeal to voters who were nostalgic for the
stability and security provided by the communist regime for some. This approach was met
with criticism from the media outlets. They highlighted Babis’s hypocrisy in using the
communist past to his advantage and, at the same time, discrediting his opponents for their
past affiliations with it. To sum up, the narratives identified in the analysis reflect the
ongoing struggle to reconcile with the communist past and the complex interplay of

historical affiliations and contemporary political dynamics.

Upon closer examination, it becomes clear that a simple reference to the past, the former
position of the candidates or their supposed links with communism becomes a symbol of the
past. The collapse of communism is also that of its symbols. Thus, we are witnessing a more
pervasive phenomenon, complex to apprehend, extending to the whole of society and to
which President Havel referred when he said: “I have the firm conviction and hope that the
younger generation ... will not be affected by this terrible post-communist syndrome, and 1
look forward to the time when these people take over the administration of public affairs.
That time has not yet come, and we are still living in a situation that forces us to ask
ourselves how long it will take society to adapt to the new, more natural conditions of life

and how deeply the totalitarian era has affected our souls” (Havel, 1997). This section aims
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to bring to light this imprint of communism and the crucial role of democratisation. The
construction of Czech democracy is not achieved solely through holding free presidential
elections and the confrontation between different political parties. As such, observations
cannot be limited to a formal definition of democracy, which is confined to the electoral
process and institutions but must also include establishing a democratic political culture
(Perron, 2001). Therefore, democratisation depends as much on the outcome of elections as
on the dissemination within the Czech population of liberal and democratic representations

capable of driving the political process and institutions.

The role of language goes beyond that of undermining political adversaries. Manipulation
and fear are at the centre of the presidential campaigns. Several articles repeatedly criticised
Andrej Babis for employing fear-inducing tactics and messages. When it comes to the use of
manipulative language, a parallel is formed between Babi§ and former president Milo§
Zeman. A further parallel can be drawn with communism, notably how communist
propaganda uses language to manipulate public perceptions (Fidelius, 2016). The rhetoric of
Babis focused on external threats, particularly war and migration while presenting himself as
the protector and holder of peace, reminiscent of Soviet or American propaganda during the
Cold War era. Propaganda or misinformation to win public support and incite rejection (or
even hatred) of an enemy or adversary is nothing new. However, the role of the media is
crucial in the fight against disinformation, and political tactics that play on fear and lies
should be pointed out. Populism may well be to the twenty-first century what totalitarianism
was to the twentieth: the main danger to democracy. Since democracy is essentially
representative, the crisis of representative democracy, of which populism is a clear symptom,
is a crisis of democracy. Nonetheless, populism is less an ideology than a rhetoric and differs

from propaganda.
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In addition, and according to several articles, Babi§ claims to be able to solve economic,
social, or political problems quickly. Playing on collective sensitivities and emotions.
Advocating for nationalism seems to be intrinsically combined with populist politics
(Benjamin de Cleen, 2017). On the one hand, there is an increasingly pronounced
questioning of the relationship between national sovereignty, security, and international
obligations, and the issue of immigration on the other. For instance, the articles highlight
Babis disdain for NATO, playing on the fear of the collective defence regulation. One should
note that only once was the Article invoked following the 9/11 attacks in 2001. Many articles
highlight the crucial role of NATO in the national security of the Czech Republic and its
international standing. As such, the controversial statements around NATO and not fulfilling
potential obligations [11, 18] were met with widespread criticism, underscoring the

importance of maintaining solid international alliances.

This certainly reflects the broader anxieties regarding the role of the Czech Republic in the
face of Russian aggression. The legacy of Soviet-era conflicts is still present, and the Soviet
invasion of 1968 had a significant impact on the regime in place until the Velvet Revolution.
Yet, there is a search for unity, and the depiction of the presidential campaign of 2023
highlights one particular narrative: progress and transformation. Both candidates have a
communist past. However, it appears that the transformation of Petr Pavel, his qualifications,
acts and prominent role in NATO are all a testament to the hope and change envisioned by
the Velvet Revolution [9]. Article 9, in particular, frames the victory of Pavel as a sign of
progress and transformation, which contrasts with the inability of Babi§ to overcome his
controversial past fully. While the popularity of Babis is indisputable, it is also clear that

voters valued personal growth and integrity over fear-based politics. Pavel's victory is also
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that of national unity and is perceived positively on the global stage, with endorsement from
international allies reinforcing this sentiment. While traces of the communist regime remain
today, it is clear that the path is only one of transformation and progress if one considers the
past in political analysis. For the reason above, the power of media and public perception
must not be taken lightly. As we have mentioned above, the growing influence of
disinformation and manipulation of media narratives in Czech politics has been highlighted

in several articles [2, 6, 14, 17, 23].

There is a need for critical thinking as well as media literacy, where historical narratives can
be weaponised in political battles. There is a need for accountability and transparency to
address historical legacies and move forward. The narratives which emerge from this
analysis reveal that Czech society is still grappling with its complex and painful past. This is
compounded by anxieties about the future and a desire to move forward. The 2023
presidential election was not merely about choosing a candidate but defining the Czech
identity and charting a course for the future. It also sends a message on the international and
European stage. The articles show that the debates surrounding the election were not just
about politics but about values, history and the very soul of the Czech Republic, to quote
Havel. In many ways, the election reflected the ongoing struggle to come to terms with the
past, navigate the present and build a future in line with the direction set following the fall of

the Iron Curtain.

The research project has its share of limitations. For instance, while diverse, the selection of
articles and media outlets may only partially represent the breadth of public sentiment and
media discourse. This analysis focused on six media outlets that were selected through

purposive sampling. Although they were chosen for their diverse political orientations to
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reflect the Czech media sphere thoroughly, the analysis may not capture the full range of
public sentiment and media discourse as it does not include alternative media outlets that
might present more narratives. As Strombéck and Esser (2014) note, media systems can vary
significantly in their structures, practices, and orientations, which can lead to divergent
coverage of political issues. Similarly, Hallin and Mancini (2004) highlight how media
systems are shaped by historical, political, and cultural factors, which can result in media
outlets catering to specific ideological leanings or audience segments. The exclusion of these
alternative perspectives in the current analysis may limit the ability to fully understand the
breadth of public discourse surrounding the communist past in the 2023 Czech presidential
election. This limitation aligns with Sabina Mihelj’s (2017) proposal about current research
that lacks broader dimensions of post-socialist media. Future research would benefit from a
more comprehensive examination of the media landscape to capture a broader range of

narratives and sentiments the public expresses.

Another limitation could be any researcher's pre-existing political bias. The researcher’s
ideological leanings, especially political views, can influence how the media narratives are
interpreted (Crow & Lawlor, 2016). Researchers are themselves products of particular media
systems and political cultures, which may shape their perspective on the role of the media in
shaping collective memory (Hallin & Mancini, 2004). In this study, the researcher’s
experiences and background as a Czech citizen may introduce certain biases in how they
perceive and analyse the media’s portrayal of the socialist past. For example, suppose the
researcher has personal connections to individuals who suffered under the communist
regime. In that case, they may be more inclined to view any positive portrayal of communist
figures as unacceptable, even if the media intends to highlight the nuances of personal

transformation. Conversely, suppose the researcher has a more left-leaning political
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orientation. In that case, they may be more sympathetic to narratives that seek to rehabilitate

specific communist figures or acknowledge the positive aspects of the regime.

As with any research, one’s personal beliefs, values and prejudices can impact the results'
design, data collection, analysis, and interpretation. Despite the efforts to maintain
objectivity and rigour throughout the process, it is crucial to recognise factors which may
have influenced the selection of literature, the formulation of research questions, the
interpretation of results and the overall conclusions drawn from the study. To mitigate these
potential biases, objectivity and transparency were strived for in this analysis. The
researcher’s own political views were acknowledged, and how they may influence the
interpretation of the media narratives was determined. In this research, a conscious effort was
made to avoid bias by not selecting articles that were overly critical of the researcher's
preferred candidate. To ensure objectivity, articles discussing the pasts of all candidates were
chosen, providing a balanced perspective on the coverage of their histories. Furthermore,
diverse theoretical perspectives and empirical studies were used to help contextualise the
findings and provide a more balanced understanding of the complex interplay between media

and political discourse in post-socialist societies.

In conducting this thesis, the researcher is fully aware of the negative impact of the
communist regime on many lives. This awareness does not compromise the objectivity of the
research, as there is also a deep personal interest in the topic. This perspective is influenced
by the fact that, having not experienced the regime firsthand, the researcher relies on second-
hand accounts and various sources. This background ensures a balanced and unbiased
approach to analysing the historical narratives presented in the media coverage. However, if
someone else were to replicate this research using the same search criteria and results, they

could potentially draw different conclusions. Although this research provides a detailed
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analysis, it should be viewed as a preliminary study that lays the groundwork for future, more
extensive research on media narratives. Future studies could involve a larger sample size,
extend the analysis over a longer period, or compare multiple presidential elections in the

Czech Republic or other post-socialist countries.

5. Conclusion

This thesis examined how the media portrayed narratives related to the socialist past in their
coverage of the 2023 Czech presidential election and how prominent the articles referencing
the socialist past were within the election coverage. The quantitative analysis revealed that
24% of articles on the election referenced the communist era, which indicates a significant
emphasis on these themes. However, the distribution of such articles varied across media
outlets. Some, like Alarm and Denik N, dedicated more coverage to the candidates’ socialist

past than others, like Echo24 and Aktuélné.

The qualitative analysis identified several dominant narratives that persistently appeared in
the media coverage. These included ,,Describing the communist past as a political weapon®,
with both candidates‘ opponents using their historical affiliations to discredit them. The
media also addressed the ongoing societal struggle to reconcile with socialism. This was
evident through narratives like ,,Once a communist, always a communist®* or ,,The bad
communist versus the good communist*. Andrej Babis§, in particular, was portrayed as
leveraging nostalgia for the communist era and fearmongering tactics to position himself as a
saviour. The media highlighted the contradiction in Babi$§ courting support from the
Communist Party while also warning against the ,,new totalitarianism®. In contrast, Petr
Pavel received more nuanced coverage, with outlets acknowledging his transparency about

his past and personal transformation
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Overall, the media played a significant role in shaping the discourse surrounding the socialist
past and the suitability of the presidential candidates. This research addresses the gap in
scholarly inquiry regarding the representation, remembrance, and interpretation of socialist
history in contemporary Czech media. By examining how these historical narratives are
portrayed, this study enhances our understanding of the ongoing influence of the socialist

past on current media practices and public discourse in the Czech Republic.

Summary

Tato prace zkouma4, jak média ve svém pokryti ¢eskych prezidentskych voleb v roce 2023
zobrazovala narativy spojené se socialistickou minulosti a jak Casto se ¢lanky odkazujici na
socialistickou minulost objevovaly v ramci volebniho zpravodajstvi. Kvantitativni analyza
odhalila, ze 24 % c¢lanki o volbach odkazovalo na komunistickou éru, coz svéd¢i o
podstatném diirazu na tato témata. Distribuce téchto ¢lanka se vSak napii¢ médii liSila.
Nektera, jako naptiklad Alarm a Denik N, se socialistické minulosti kandidatii vénovala vice

nez jina, jako napiiklad Echo24 a Aktualné.

Kvalitativni analyza identifikovala né€kolik dominantnich narativli, které se trvale
objevovaly v rdmci zpravodajstvi. Patfilo k nim ,,popisovani komunistick¢ minulosti jako
politické zbrang®, pricemz odpiirci obou kandidatti vyuzivali jejich historickou ptislusnost k
jejich diskreditaci. Média se také zabyvala pokracujicim spole¢enskym bojem za vyrovnani
se se socialismem. To bylo patrné prostiednictvim narativii typu ,,Jednou komunista, navzdy
komunista“ nebo ,,Zly komunista versus dobry komunista®“. Zejména Andrej Babi$ byl
vykreslovan jako ten, kdo vyuziva nostalgie po komunistické éfe a taktiky vyvolavani
strachu, aby se postavil do role spasitele. Média zdlraznovala rozpor v tom, Ze se Babi§

uchézi o podporu komunistické strany a zaroven varuje pied ,,novou totalitou®. Naproti tomu
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o Petru Pavlovi se psalo vyvéazenéji a média oceniovala jeho transparentnost ohledné

minulosti a osobni promény.

Meédia celkové sehrdla vyznamnou roli pfi utvafeni diskurzu o socialistické minulosti a
vhodnosti prezidentskych kandidatt. Tento vyzkum zapliiuje prostor ve védeckém badani,
pokud jde o reprezentaci, pfipomindni a interpretaci socialistické historie v soucasnych
¢eskych médiich. Zkoumanim toho, jak jsou tyto historické narativy zobrazovany, tato studie
rozsifuje nase chdpani pretrvavajiciho vlivu socialistické minulosti na sou¢asnou medialni

praxi a vefejny diskurz v Ceské republice.

56



List of References

Primary sources

Albu, N., Albu, C.N., Apostol, O. and Cho, C.H. (2021). The past is never dead: the role of
imprints in shaping social and environmental reporting in a post-communist context.
Accounting, Auditing & Accountability Journal, Vol. 34 No. 5, pp. 1109-1136.
https://doi.org/10.1108/AAAJ-08-2019-4131

Arendt, H. (1962). The origins of totalitarianism. Meridian. [online] Available at:

https://cheirif.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/hannah-arendt-the-origins-of-

totalitarianism-meridian-1962.pdf [Accessed 26 June 2024].

Ashworth, S. (2012). Electoral accountability: Recent theoretical and empirical work.
Annual Review of Political Science, 15, 183-201.

Barkho, L. (2019). Editorial Politics and Practices. In: Sadig, H. (eds) Al Jazeera in the
Gulf and in the World. Contemporary Gulf Studies. Palgrave Macmillan, Singapore.
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-13-3420-7_3

Beck, R. (2023). A Transformative Czech Election and its Implications for the Post-
Communist Region. Foreign Policy Research Institute. [online] Available at:
https://www.fpri.org/article/2023/04/a-transformative-czech-election-and-its-implications-

for-the-post-communist-region/ [Accessed 22 June 2024].

Besley, T., & Burgess, R. (2002). The political economy of government responsiveness:
Theory and evidence from India. The Quarterly Journal of Economics. 117(4), 1415-1451.
http://www jstor.org/stable/4132482

Blaive, M., Galmiche, X., & Mink, G. (2013). Redeeming the communist past: The

regeneration of communist parties in East Central Europe. Berghahn Books.

Blokker, P. (2013). New Democracies in crisis? A comparative constitutional study of the
Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, Romania and Slovakia. London and New Y ork:
Routledge.

57


https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-13-3420-7_3
https://cheirif.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/hannah-arendt-the-origins-of-totalitarianism-meridian-1962.pdf
https://cheirif.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/hannah-arendt-the-origins-of-totalitarianism-meridian-1962.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1108/AAAJ-08-2019-4131

Braun, V., Clarke, V. (2006). Using thematic analysis in psychology. Qualitative Research
in Psychology. 3. 77-101. 10.1191/1478088706qp0630a.

Buozis, M., Creech, B. (2018) Reading News as Narrative, Journalism Studies, 19:10,
1430-1446, DOI: 10.1080/1461670X.2017.1279030

Cam, T., & Kayaoglu, M. (2015). Marx’s distinction between socialism and communism.
Journal of Human Sciences, 12(1), 385-391. Retrieved from https://www.j-

humansciences.com/ojs/index.php/IJHS/article/view/3152

Coman, M. & Gross, P. (2023). Seeing the future through the socialist past. Journal of
Communication, 73(1), 1-15. doi: 10.1093/joc/jqab001

Crow, D., Lawlor, A. (2016). Media in the Policy Process: Using Framing and Narratives to
Understand Policy Influences: Media in the Policy Process. Review of Policy Research. 33.
472-491. 10.1111/ropr.12187.

Czarniawska, B. (2004). Narratives in social science research. London: Sage Publications.

Dabrowska, M. (2023). The Czech Republic — Presidential elections 13-14 and 27-28
January 2023. Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe. Finland. Available at
https://policycommons.net/artifacts/4376296/the-czech-republic/5172836/ (Accessed: 29
November 2023).

de Cleen, B. (2017). Populism and Nationalism in Cristébal Rovira Kaltwasser, and others
(eds), The Oxford Handbook of Populism, Oxford Handbooks.
https://doi.org/10.1093/0xfordhb/9780198803560.013.18

Deal, Z. (2020). I[fTheyGunnedMeDown: A Narrative Analysis of News Media Coverage.
Occam’s Razor. Vol 10, Article 2. Available at:

https://cedar.wwu.edu/orwwu/vol10/iss1/2"

Debiec, K. (2023). Czech presidential election: change on the horizon. OSW Osrodek
Studiow Wschodnich im. Marka Karpia. The Central and Eastern European Online
Library. NO. 480

58


https://cedar.wwu.edu/orwwu/vol10/iss1/2%C2%A8
https://policycommons.net/artifacts/4376296/the-czech-republic/5172836/
https://www.j-humansciences.com/ojs/index.php/IJHS/article/view/3152
https://www.j-humansciences.com/ojs/index.php/IJHS/article/view/3152

Demeter, M. (2022). Book Review: Media and Public Relations Research in Post-Socialist
Societies, by Maureen C. Minielli, Marta N. Lukacovic, Sergei A. Samoilenko, Michael R.
Finch, & Deborrah Uecker (Eds.). Journalism & Mass Communication Quarterly, 99(1),
318-320.

Dobek[1Ostrowska, B., Glowacki, M., Jakubowicz, K., & Siikésd, M. (Eds.). (2010).

Comparative media systems: European and global perspectives. CEU Press.

Dragomir, M. (2023). ‘Fighting Legacy: Media Reform in Post-Communist Europe’,
Senior Fellows Publication. The Atlantic Council of the United States. [Preprint].

Dubcek, A. (1993). Hope Dies Last: The Autobiography of Alexander Dubcek (J.

Hochman, Ed. & Trans.). Kodansha International.

Edy, J. A. (2006). Troubled pasts. News and the collective memory of social unrest.
Philadelphia: Temple University Press.

Ekiert, G. (2017). How to deal with Poland and Hungary. Social Europe. Occasional
Paper, 13, 1-13.

Fahler, M. (2023). Politico poll of Polls — Czech polls, trends and Election News for Czech
Republic, POLITICO. Available at https://www.politico.eu/europe-poll-of-polls/czech-
republic/ (Accessed: 28 November 2023).

Fidelius, P. (2016) Re¢ Komunistické Moci: Nové, Rozsifené Vydani. Praha: Triada.

Fink, C. (2001). [Review of Marc Bloch. Références/Facettes, by O. Dumoulin & N.
Oftenstadt]. The Journal of Modern History, 73(4), 967-969.
https://doi.org/10.1086/340167

Foss, S. (1989). Rhetorical criticism: Exploration and practice. Prospect Heights, IL:
Waveland.

Firsich, E. (2009). “In Defence of Textual Analysis: Restoring a Challenged Method for
Journalism and Media Studies.” Journalism Studies 10 (2): 238-252

59


https://doi.org/10.1086/340167

Galtung, J., & Ruge, M. H. (1965). The structure of foreign news: The presentation of the
Congo, Cuba and Cyprus crises in four Norwegian newspapers. Journal of Peace

Research, 2(1), 64-90. https://doi.org/10.1177/002234336500200104.

Glowacki, M., Lauk, E., & Balcytieng, A. (Eds.). (2014). Journalism that matters: Views

from Central and Eastern Europe. Peter Lang.

Goetz, K. H. (2001). Making sense of post-communist central administration:
modernisation, Europeanization or Latinization? Journal of European Public Policy, 8(6),

1032—-1051. https://doi.org/10.1080/13501760110098332

Grzymala-Busse, A. (2002). Redeeming the Communist Past: The Regeneration of

Communist Parties in East Central Europe. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Halbwachs, M. (1980) The collective memory. New York: Harper & Row.

Halbwachs, M. and Coser, L.A. (2022) On collective memory. Chicago: The University of
Chicago Press.

Hallin, D. C., & Mancini, P. (2004). Comparing media systems: Three models of media and
politics. Cambridge University Press.

Hamilton, J. T. (2009). Subsidising the watchdog: What would it cost to support
investigative journalism at a large metropolitan daily newspaper? Duke Law Journal,

1173-1212.

Havel, V. (1979). The power of the powerless. International Journal of Politics, 9(1/2),
23-96. [online] Available at:

https://www.nonviolent-conflict.org/wp-content/uploads/1979/01/the-power-of-the-

powerless.pdf [Accessed 26 June 2024].

Hillova, S. (2024). Témata rezonujici ceskymi prezidentskymi volbami 2023: Obsahova
analyza rozhovort a debat s kandidaty Petrem Pavlem, Andrejem BabiSem a Danusi
Nerudovou. Diplomova prace, vedouci Rosenfeldova, Jana. Praha: Univerzita Karlova,

Fakulta socialnich véd, Katedra medialnich studii

60


https://www.nonviolent-conflict.org/wp-content/uploads/1979/01/the-power-of-the-powerless.pdf
https://www.nonviolent-conflict.org/wp-content/uploads/1979/01/the-power-of-the-powerless.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1080/13501760110098332
https://doi.org/10.1177/002234336500200104

Hoega, A. (2014). Collective memory and national identity in post-communist Romania:
Representations of the communist past in Romania news media and Romanian politics.
[online] Available at:
https://scholarshare.temple.edu/bitstream/handle/20.500.12613/3014/TETDEDXHogea-
temple-0225E- 11754.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y

Charvat J. et al. (2022) Populism as a Communication Strategy: A case study of the
Freedom and Direct Democracy Party and Tomio Okamura. Communication Today:

Trnava. Vol. 13, Iss. 2, 106-120.

Iyengar, S., & Kinder, D. R. (1987). News That Matters: Television and American
Opinion. University of Chicago Press.

Jakubowicz, K. (2006). Rude awakening: Social and media change in Central and Eastern

Europe. Hampton Press.

Jebril, N., Stetka, V., & Loveless, M. (2013). Media and democratisation: What is known
about the role of mass media in transitions to democracy. Reuters Institute for the Study of

Journalism.

Kaiser, D. (2009) Disident: Vaclav Havel 1936-1989. Praha: Paseka.

Kitch, C. (2008). ‘Placing journalism inside memory — and memory studies’, Memory

Studies, 1(3), pp. 311-320. doi:10.1177/1750698008093796.

Kligler-Vilenchik, N., Tsfati, Y. and Meyers, O. (2014). ‘Setting the collective memory
agenda: Examining mainstream media influence on individuals’ perceptions of the past’,

Memory Studies, 7(4), pp. 484—499. do1:10.1177/1750698014523443.

Kostadinova, P. (2015). Media in the New Democracies of Post-Communist Eastern
Europe. East European Politics and Societies, 29(2), 453-466.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0888325415577863

Kubat, K. (2023). Presidential election in the Czech Republic, 13-14 January 2023. Groupe

d’études géopolitiques.

61


https://doi.org/10.1177/0888325415577863

Lankauskas, G. (2018). Drama Underground. Forgetting Socialist Nostalgia. Ethnologie
frangaise, 48, 265-274. https://doi.org/10.3917/ethn.182.0265

Lefort, C. (2002). Thinking with and against Hannah Arendt. The John Hopkins University
Press. Social Research. Vol. 69, No. 2.

Livingstone, S., & Lunt, P. (1994). Introduction: Talk on television: audience participation
and public debate. In S. Livingstone & P. Lunt (Eds.), Talk on television: audience
participation and public debate (pp. 9-35). London: Routledge.

Lund, T. (2011). Combining Qualitative and Quantitative Approaches: Some Arguments for
Mixed Methods Research. Scandinavian Journal of Educational Research, 56(2), 155-165.
https://doi.org/10.1080/00313831.2011.568674

Machacek, M. (2017) Gustav Husak. Prague: Vysehrad.

Main, I. (2014). 5. The Memory of Communism in Poland. In A. Dimou & S. Troebst
(Ed.), Remembering Communism: Private and Public Recollections of Lived Experience in

Southeast Europe (pp. 97-118). Budapest, Hungary: Central European University Press.
https://doi.org/10.1515/9789633860328-007

McCombs, M. and Valenzuela, S. (2014). ‘Agenda-setting theory’, Oxford Handbooks
Online [Preprint]. doi:10.1093/0xfordhb/9780199793471.013.48.

McCombs, M. E., & Shaw, D. L. (1972). The Agenda-Setting Function of Mass Media.
Public Opinion Quarterly, 36(2), 176-187.

McChesney, R. W., & Nichols, J. (2011). The death and life of American journalism: The

media revolution that will begin the world again. Nation Books.

Mihelj, S. (2017). Memory, post-socialism and the media: Nostalgia and beyond.
European Journal of Cultural Studies. 20. 235-251. 10.1177/1367549416682260.

Neiger, M., Meyers, O. and Zandberg, E. (2011). On media memory: Collective memory in a

new media age. Houndmills, Basingstoke, Hampshire: Palgrave Macmillan.

62


https://doi.org/10.3917/ethn.182.0265

Neuendorf, K. A. (2002). The content analysis guidebook. Sage Publications

Nisbet, R. (1992). Arendt on Totalitarianism [Review of The Origins of Totalitarianism, by
H. Arendt]. The National Interest, 27, 85-91. http://www.]jstor.org/stable/42896812

O’Neil, P. (Ed.). (1997). Post! Jcommunism and the media in Eastern Europe. Frank Cass.

Ogrodnik, L. (2023). Presidential Elections in Czechia Head to a Final Vote: About the
Campaign and Post-Election Scenarios. The Central and Eastern European Online

Library. NO.10 (2129)

Olick, J. K., & Robbins, J. (1998). Social memory studies: From "collective memory" to the

historical sociology of mnemonic practices. Annual Review of Sociology, pp. 24, 105-140.

Ormen, J., & Gregersen, A. (2019 ). News as Narratives. Oxford Research Encyclopedia
of Communication. [online] Available at:
https://oxfordre.com/communication/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780190228613.001.0001/
acrefore-9780190228613-e-908. [Accessed 26 April 2024].

Ost, D. (2020). Post-socialist self-censorship: Russia, Hungary and Latvia. Journal of
Communication, 70(3), 357-373. doi: 10.1093/joc/jqaa013

Pehe, V., (2015). The colours of socialism: Visual Nostalgia and Retro aesthetics in Czech
Film and Television, Canadian Slavonic Papers, 57:3-4, 239
253, DOI: 10.1080/00085006.2015.1090758

Perron, C. (2001). Le communisme dans les tétes : Ruptures et permanences dans la

société tcheque. Raisons politiques, no 3 113-125

Pop-eleches, G. (2007). Historical Legacies and Post-Communist Regime Change.
Historical Legacies and Post-Communist Regime Change. The University of Chicago

Press. The Journal of Politics, Vol. 69, No. 4

Ptacek, L., (2018). "Ostalgia in Czech Films about Normalisation Created Post-
1989" Humanities 7, no. 4: 118. https://doi.org/10.3390/h7040118

63


https://doi.org/10.3390/h7040118
https://doi.org/10.1080/00085006.2015.1090758
http://www.jstor.org/stable/42896812

Rantanen, T. (2013). A critique of the systems approaches in comparative media research:
A Central and Eastern European perspective. Global Media and Communication, 9(3),

257-2717.
Riessman, C. K. (1993). Narrative analysis. Newbury Park, CA: Sage.

Riff, D., Lacy, S., Fico, F. (2014) Analyzing Media Messages: Using Quantitative Content
Analysis in Research. United Kingdom: Routledge. ProQuest Ebrary.

Schulz, W. & Reifova, 1. (2013). Analyza obsahu medialnich sdéleni. Praha: Karolinum:
ISBN 978-80-246-1980

Skolkay, A. (2017). Post-socialist Media: What Power the Media Have in East-Central
Europe? Problems of post-communism, 64(2), 77-91.

Skolkay, Andrej & IStokova, A. (2016). Media coverage of corruption: the role of inter-
media agenda setting in the context of media reporting on scandals. Srodkowoeuropejskie

Studia Polityczne. 10.14746/ssp.2016.2.8.

Snyder, J. M., & Stromberg, D. (2010). Press coverage and political accountability.
Journal of Political Economy, 118(2), 355-408.

Steiner, L. and Zelizer, B. (1995). ‘Competing memories’, Critical Studies in Mass

Communication, 12(2), pp. 213-239. d0i:10.1080/15295039509366932.

Stetka, V. (2010). Between a rock and a hard place? Market concentration, local ownership
and media autonomy in the Czech Republic. The International Journal of Communication,

4(2010), 865—-885. https:// ijjoc.org/index.php/ijoc/article/view/790/463

Stromback, J., & Esser, F. (2014). Mediatization of politics: Towards a theoretical
framework. In F. Esser & J. Strombéck (Eds.), Mediatization of politics: Understanding the

transformation of Western democracies (pp. 3-28). Palgrave Macmillan.

Surowiec, P., & Stétka, V. (2020). Introduction: Media and illiberal democracy in Central
and Eastern Europe. East European Politics, 36(1), 1-8.

64



Szczerbiak, A. (2018). Politicising the communist past: The politics of truth revelation in

post-communist Poland. Routledge. https://doi.org/10.4324/9780429440366

Sipulova, K., Kosaf, D. (2024) Purging the Judiciary After a Transition: Between a Rock
and a Hard Place. Hague J Rule Law. https://doi.org/10.1007/s40803-024-00201-y

Thomas, D. R. (2003). A general inductive approach for qualitative data analysis. School
of Population Health, University of Auckland. [online] Available at:
https://frankumstein.com/PDF/Psychology/Inductive%20Content%20Analysis.pdf

Waldman, S. (2011). The information needs of communities. Federal Communications
Commission. [online] Available at:

https://transition.fcc.gov/osp/inc-report/The Information Needs of Communities.pdf

Waschkova Cisatova, L., Jansova, 1., & Motal, J. (2024). Delayed reflections: Media and
journalism data deserts in the post[Jsocialist Czech Republic. Media and Communication,

12(1), 1-12. https://doi.org/10.17645/mac.v12i1.7198

Wernicke, G. (2001) ‘The unity of peace and socialism? The World Peace Council on a
Cold War tightrope between the Peace Struggle and intrasystemic Communist conflicts’,

Peace & Change, 26(3), pp. 332-351. do1:10.1111/0149-0508.00197.

Zelizer, B. (2006). Has Communication Explained Journalism? Journal of

Communication. 10.1111/j.1460-2466.1993.tb01307 .x, p. 43, 4, (80-88).

6.2 Secondary sources

A2larm.cz (2021). O nés. A2larm.cz. [online] Available at: https://a2larm.cz/0-nas/.
[Accessed 29 April 2024].

Aktuélné.cz (2017). Aktualné.cz. [online] Available at:
https://economia.ihned.cz/produkty-a-sluzby/aktualne-cz/ [Accessed 24 April 2024].

Balsinek, D. (2014). Spoustime Tydenik Echo. Echo24.cz [online]. Available at:
<https://echo24.cz/a/iSU9M/spoustime-tydenik-echo>

BalSinek, D. (2021). Chceme byt protivdhou oligarchizovanym ¢eskym médiim. Echo24.cz

65


https://echo24.cz/a/i5U9M/spoustime-tydenik-echo
https://economia.ihned.cz/produkty-a-sluzby/aktualne-cz/
https://a2larm.cz/o-nas/
https://doi.org/10.17645/mac.v12i1.7198
https://transition.fcc.gov/osp/inc-report/The_Information_Needs_of_Communities.pdf
https://frankumstein.com/PDF/Psychology/Inductive%20Content%20Analysis.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1007/s40803-024-00201-y
https://doi.org/10.4324/9780429440366

[online]. Available at: <https://echo24.cz/p/o-nas> [Accessed 28 April 2024].

Borovan, A. (2021). Vydavatel radikalniho webu A2larm a ¢asopisu 12 dostal od
ministersrva dal$i miliony. Borovan.cz [online] Available at:

https://www.borovan.cz/hraci dne/vydavatel-radikalniho-a2larm-cz-a-casopisu-a2-dostal-

od-ministerstva-dalsi-miliony. [Accessed 30 April 2024].

Denik.cz. (2012). Fischer: Clenstvi v KSCM byla chyba, ze které jsem se poudil. Denik.cz.

[online] Available at: https://www.denik.cz/z_domova/fischer-clenstvi-v-kscm-byla-

chyba-ze-ktere-jsem-se-poucil-20121227 .html

Denikn.cz (2023). Vlastnici. Denikn.cz. [online] Available at: https://denikn.cz/vlastnici/

Echo24.cz. (2021). Novy majitel Echa: Marek Spanél koupil podily od Rudolfa Ov&aiiho.

Echo24.cz [online] Available at: https://echo24.cz/a/Sghli/novy-majitel-echa-marek-

spanel-koupil-podily-od-rudolfa-ovcariho. [Accessed 29 April 2024].

Koutnik, O. (2023). Manzel Nerudové — vlivny pravnik — kariéru utnout nechce. Chyba,
soudi odbornici. Seznam Zpravy. [Online] Available at:

https://www.seznamzpravy.cz/clanek/volby-prezidentske-manzel-nerudove-vlivny-

pravnik-karieru-utnout-nechce-chyba-soudi-odbornici-219775

Media Bias/Fact Check. (2024). Czech Republic government and media profile. [online]

Available at: https://mediabiasfactcheck.com/czech-republic-media-profile/

Netmonitor.cz. 2022. Online data (OLA) | SPIR. [online] Available at:
https://www.netmonitor.cz/online-data-ola [Accessed 29 April 2024].

Osce.org. (2021). OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights. Available
at: <https://www.osce.org/odihr/> (Accessed 29 November 2023).

Pavlikova E., (2022). “Ve valce” — Soubor publicistickych rozhovorti.o valce na Ukrajiné

pro Denik N. Brno. [online] Available at: https://is.muni.cz/th/bx560/

66


https://is.muni.cz/th/bx560/
https://www.netmonitor.cz/online-data-ola
https://mediabiasfactcheck.com/czech-republic-media-profile/
https://www.seznamzpravy.cz/clanek/volby-prezidentske-manzel-nerudove-vlivny-pravnik-karieru-utnout-nechce-chyba-soudi-odbornici-219775
https://www.seznamzpravy.cz/clanek/volby-prezidentske-manzel-nerudove-vlivny-pravnik-karieru-utnout-nechce-chyba-soudi-odbornici-219775
https://echo24.cz/a/SghLi/novy-majitel-echa-marek-spanel-koupil-podily-od-rudolfa-ovcariho
https://echo24.cz/a/SghLi/novy-majitel-echa-marek-spanel-koupil-podily-od-rudolfa-ovcariho
https://denikn.cz/vlastnici/
https://www.denik.cz/z_domova/fischer-clenstvi-v-kscm-byla-chyba-ze-ktere-jsem-se-poucil-20121227.html
https://www.denik.cz/z_domova/fischer-clenstvi-v-kscm-byla-chyba-ze-ktere-jsem-se-poucil-20121227.html
https://www.borovan.cz/hraci_dne/vydavatel-radikalniho-a2larm-cz-a-casopisu-a2-dostal-od-ministerstva-dalsi-miliony
https://www.borovan.cz/hraci_dne/vydavatel-radikalniho-a2larm-cz-a-casopisu-a2-dostal-od-ministerstva-dalsi-miliony
https://echo24.cz/p/o-nas

Perknerova, K., & Bek, L. (2003, February 28). Novym prezidentem CR je Vaclav Klaus.
Novinky.cz. Retrieved from https://www.novinky.cz/clanek/domaci-novym-prezidentem-

cr-je-vaclav-klaus-250747

Porybny, Z. (2019). M{j Listopad v Rudém pravu. Vzpomind $éfredaktor Prava Zdenék
Porybny. Novinky. [ONLINE] Available at:. https://www.novinky.cz/clanek/historie-muj-

listopad-v-rudem-pravu-vzpomina-sefredaktor-prava-zdenek-porybny-40308355

Povysilova, E. (2023). Dirty election campaign with a good ending. Freiheit. [ONLINE]

Available at: https://www.freiheit.org/central-europe-and-baltic-states/dirty-election-

campaign-good-ending

Psenicka J. (2022) Prokézal pevny politicky postoj. Kandidat na Hrad byl od 19 let v KSC.

Seznam Zpravy. [Online] Available at: https://www.seznamzpravy.cz/clanek/volby-

prezidentske-prokazal-pevny-politicky-postoj-kandidat-na-hrad-byl-od-19-let-v-ksc-
205094

Radio Prague International. (2023). Who are the candidates for Czech president? Radio
Prague International. [Online] Available at: https://english.radio.cz/who-are-candidates-

czech-president-8768220

Seznam.cz (2020). Nase vize. Seznam.cz. [online] Available at: https://0.seznam.cz/o-nas/

67


https://o.seznam.cz/o-nas/
https://english.radio.cz/who-are-candidates-czech-president-8768220
https://english.radio.cz/who-are-candidates-czech-president-8768220
https://www.seznamzpravy.cz/clanek/volby-prezidentske-prokazal-pevny-politicky-postoj-kandidat-na-hrad-byl-od-19-let-v-ksc-205094
https://www.seznamzpravy.cz/clanek/volby-prezidentske-prokazal-pevny-politicky-postoj-kandidat-na-hrad-byl-od-19-let-v-ksc-205094
https://www.seznamzpravy.cz/clanek/volby-prezidentske-prokazal-pevny-politicky-postoj-kandidat-na-hrad-byl-od-19-let-v-ksc-205094
https://www.freiheit.org/central-europe-and-baltic-states/dirty-election-campaign-good-ending
https://www.freiheit.org/central-europe-and-baltic-states/dirty-election-campaign-good-ending
https://www.novinky.cz/clanek/historie-muj-listopad-v-rudem-pravu-vzpomina-sefredaktor-prava-zdenek-porybny-40308355
https://www.novinky.cz/clanek/historie-muj-listopad-v-rudem-pravu-vzpomina-sefredaktor-prava-zdenek-porybny-40308355
https://www.novinky.cz/clanek/domaci-novym-prezidentem-cr-je-vaclav-klaus-250747
https://www.novinky.cz/clanek/domaci-novym-prezidentem-cr-je-vaclav-klaus-250747

List of Appendices

Appendix 1 - Citations of Analysed Articles

Beranova, K., (2023) Nerudova se Citi Ponizena od Pavla. Novinky.cz Available at:
https://www.novinky.cz/clanek/domaci-nerudova-se-citi-ponizena-od-pavla-40419490

(Accessed: 31 May 2024).

Besser, V. (2023) ‘Musime uz skoncit s pokfivenou nostalgii. za komunistii ani za Babise
rozhodné lip nebylo’. FORUM 24. Available at: https://www.forum24.cz/musime-uz-
skoncit-s-pokrivenou-nostalgii-za-komunistu-ani-za-babise-lip-nebylo/ (Accessed: 19 May

2024).

CTK. (2023). Babisav projev vydésil i politology: Chce odradit voli¢e Pavla. Novinky.cz.
https://www.novinky.cz/clanek/volby-prezidenta-babisuv-projev-vydesil-i-politology-

chce-odradit-volice-pavla-40420036

Echo24. (2023) Boj o komunistickou minulost manzelky Petra Pavla. Na Wikipedii zufi
valka o jeji zivotopis. Echo24.cz, Available at: https://echo24.cz/a/HzySU/zpravy-domov-
prezidentske-volby-2023-boj-o-twitter-pani-pavlove. Accessed 10 June 2024.

Echo24.cz (2023). Dosavadni vrchol kampané. Pavel a Babis si vycitali praci pro StB a
minulost v KSC. Echo24.cz, Available at: https://echo24.cz/a/H78nv/zpravy-domaci-

superduel-cnn-prima-volby-prezident-2023-babis-pavel

Echo24.cz. (2023). Komunistickd minulost Pavla a BabiSe: Kocéb kritizuje, Filip chvali.
Echo24.cz, Available at: https://echo24.cz/a/Hf6rm/zpravy-domaci-prezidentske-volby-

2023-komunisticka-minulost-pavel-babis-ksc-kocab

Fendrych, M. (2023) Antikomunista Radovan Prochézka Véfil Pavlovi. A Babis by SE
radsi popral S nerudovou: Aktualné.cz, Aktualné.cz - Vite, co se pravé déje. Available at:
https://nazory.aktualne.cz/komentare/antikomunista-radovan-prochazka-veril-pavlovi/

~335¢b92a90d511ed8c6f0cc47ab5f122/ (Accessed: 21 May 2024).

Fendrych, M. (2023b) Pavel Porazil soupete o milion hlasti. Babise Ale Volilo 2,4 Milionu

Lidi, nezeslabl: Aktudlné.cz, Aktualné.cz - Vite, co se prave déje. Available at:

68


https://echo24.cz/a/Hf6rm/zpravy-domaci-prezidentske-volby-2023-komunisticka-minulost-pavel-babis-ksc-kocab
https://echo24.cz/a/Hf6rm/zpravy-domaci-prezidentske-volby-2023-komunisticka-minulost-pavel-babis-ksc-kocab
https://echo24.cz/a/H78nv/zpravy-domaci-superduel-cnn-prima-volby-prezident-2023-babis-pavel
https://echo24.cz/a/H78nv/zpravy-domaci-superduel-cnn-prima-volby-prezident-2023-babis-pavel
https://www.novinky.cz/clanek/volby-prezidenta-babisuv-projev-vydesil-i-politology-chce-odradit-volice-pavla-40420036
https://www.novinky.cz/clanek/volby-prezidenta-babisuv-projev-vydesil-i-politology-chce-odradit-volice-pavla-40420036

https://nazory.aktualne.cz/komentare/pavel-porazil-soupere-o-milion-hlasu/

r~e1142e9c91f2f11edbasSb0cc47ab5f122/ (Accessed: 23 May 2024).

Groman, M. (2023) Flanelky, Vanocky, ko€i¢ky... diive to pfi Volbach Prezidenta Byvala
I mnohem vétsi fraska, Denik N. Available at: https://denikn.cz/1049448/flanelky-
vanocky-kocicky-drive-to-pri-volbach-prezidenta-byvala-i-mnohem-vetsi-fraska/

(Accessed: 26 May 2024).

Groman, M. and Stehlik, M. (2023) ,,Chceme Mir" — dv¢ Slova, Za nimiz SE v déjinach
Casto skryly pokrytectvi a propaganda, Denik N. Available at:
https://denikn.cz/1063281/chceme-mir-dve-slova-za-nimiz-se-v-dejinach-casto-skryly-
pokrytectvi-a-propaganda/ (Accessed: 30 May 2024).

Jnk (2023) Historik Blazek zada omluvu. Petr Pavel V Zivotopise pfizndva, ze patiil K
Rozvédce, Echo24.cz. Available at: https://echo24.cz/a/H4P3c/zpravy-domov-hrad-
priznal-ze-byl-prezident-rozvedcikem (Accessed: 21 May 2024).

Mitrofanov, A., (2023) O¢ima Sasi Mitrofanova: Akt volebni hygieny se blizi. Novinky.cz
Available at: https://www.novinky.cz/clanek/komentare-ocima-sasi-mitrofanova-akt-

volebni-hygieny-se-blizi-40420716 [Accessed 6 June 2024].

Pehe, J. (2023) Ujely babiSovi nervy, kdyz zpochybnil nase Zavazky v NATO? Spis Vi
ptesné, Co DéEla. A hraje vabank, Denik N. Available at: https://denikn.cz/1062236/ujely-
babisovi-nervy-kdyz-zpochybnil-nase-zavazky-v-nato-spis-vi-presne-co-dela-a-hraje-

vabank/ (Accessed: 28 May 2024).

Polacek, D. and Hromkova, D.H. (2023) Rad Skace Padakem, Na Misi zachranil desitky
Lidi. Kdo je novy prezident Petr Pavel: Aktualné.cz, Aktualné.cz - Vite, co se pravé déje.
Available at:
https://zpravy.aktualne.cz/domaci/obrazem-petr-pavel/r~5f66861298c911ed8b4eOcc4 7ab5Sf
122/ (Accessed: 28 May 2024).

v

Prévo, (2023) Patfili k nejhlasitéjSim Pavlovym kritikim. Ted’ ho budou Kalousek a
Blazek volit. Novinky.cz Available at: https://www.novinky.cz/clanek/volby-prezidenta-

69



patrili-k-nejhlasitejsim-pavlovym-kritikum-ted-ho-budou-kalousek-a-blazek-volit-

40420380 [Accessed 6 June 2024].

RED (2023) Nékolik divodt, pro¢ Petr Pavel Zvitézil v prezidentskych volbach. A2larm.
Available at: https://a2larm.cz/2023/02/nekolik-duvodu-proc-petr-pavel-zvitezil-v-
prezidentskych-volbach/ (Accessed: 31 May 2024).

Rychlikova, A. (2023) (Cecho)Slovaky v CR NECHCEME? Spolek Dekomunizace SE
billboardem proti babiSovi Snizil na Jeho uroven, 42larm. Available at:
https://a2larm.cz/2023/01/cechoslovaky-v-cr-nechceme-spolek-dekomunizace-se-

billboardem-proti-babisovi-snizil-na-jeho-uroven/ (Accessed: 31 May 2024).

Sezemsky, J. (2023) Mirotvorce Babi$ Prosazoval ttocné NATO. Zapomnél, KDE Lezi
Jugoslavie a jak funguje OSN, FORUM 24. Available at:
https://www.forum24.cz/mirotvorce-babis-prosazoval-utocne-nato-nevi-kde-lezi-

jugoslavie-a-jak-funguje-osn/ (Accessed: 19 May 2024).

Simecka, M.M. (2023) Ceské volby: Pohled Zvenéi, Denik N. Available at:
https://denikn.cz/1057022/ceske-volby-pohled-zvenci/ (Accessed: 28 May 2024).

Smejkal, P. (2023) Babi3 Narazi na Své limity, Proto Cili na Nejniz§i Pudy. Méni SE v
Obchodnika Se Strachem, FORUM 24. Available at: https://www.forum24.cz/babis-narazi-
na-sve-limity-proto-cili-na-nejnizsi-pudy-meni-se-v-obchodnika-se-strachem/ (Accessed:

21 May 2024).

Splichal, P. (2023) ‘Andrej Babis Posunul ¢eskou antikomunistickou komedii do
Dezinformacni éry’. A2larm. Available at: https://a2larm.cz/2023/01/andrej-babis-posunul-

ceskou-antikomunistickou-komedii-do-dezinformacni-ery/ (Accessed: 18 May 2024).

Splichal, P. (2023). Kampaii ukézala, Ze se Babi$ bude pokouset o nasilné prevzeti voli¢t

SPD. A neni bez Sance. Denik Alarm. Available at: https://denikalarm.cz/2023/01/kampan-

ukazala-ze-se-babis-bude-pokouset-o-nasilne-prevzeti-volicu-spd-a-neni-bez-sance/

Vejrazka, L. (2023) Ceska demokracie pry unese I Prezidenta Babige. ale opravdu to
CHCETE ZKOUSET?, FORUM 24. Available at: https://www.forum24.cz/ceska-

70


https://denikalarm.cz/2023/01/kampan-ukazala-ze-se-babis-bude-pokouset-o-nasilne-prevzeti-volicu-spd-a-neni-bez-sance/
https://denikalarm.cz/2023/01/kampan-ukazala-ze-se-babis-bude-pokouset-o-nasilne-prevzeti-volicu-spd-a-neni-bez-sance/

demokracie-pry-unese-i-prezidenta-babise-ale-opravdu-to-chcete-zkouset (Accessed: 28

May 2024).

Votavova, K. (2023) ‘Praha a Laska Musi Zvitézit nad Vsi A Nenavisti.” PovySenci Tlaci
na Hrad Babise: Aktualné.cz, Aktualné.cz - Vite, co se prave déje. Available at:
https://nazory.aktualne.cz/komentare/praha-a-laska-musi-zvitezit-nad-vsi-a-nenavisti-

povysenci-tl/r~a45be3fc965311edbaSb0cc47ab5t122/ (Accessed: 17 May 2024).

Appendix 2

Table utilised to display the narratives in the articles.

The file was too large for the Appendix; therefore, here is a link:

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1nec09zhITUDUVI9PgR3EdV-cRe5JkpBvX/edit?

usp=sharing&ouid=115534836380686412660&rtpof=true&sd=true

Appendix 3

Article summaries

Link to the file:

https://docs.google.com/document/d/ 1MXIMyXpFOD1vUw9zTBT6s4UzjIlWJRVOH/

edit?usp=sharing&ouid=115534836380686412660&rtpof=true&sd=true

71


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MXJMyXpFQD1vUw9zTBT6s4UzjlWJRVOH/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=115534836380686412660&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MXJMyXpFQD1vUw9zTBT6s4UzjlWJRVOH/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=115534836380686412660&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1nec09zhITUDUV9PqR3EdV-cRe5JkpBvX/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=115534836380686412660&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1nec09zhITUDUV9PqR3EdV-cRe5JkpBvX/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=115534836380686412660&rtpof=true&sd=true

	1. Introduction
	2. Literature review and theory
	2.1 Theoretical Framework and Background
	2.2 Literature Review

	3. Research design and methods
	Summary
	List of References
	Primary sources

