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Course of the examination: Sebastiaen Toon Jan Van Aert defended his thesis “Traditional
Foreign Correspondence in Crisis? A Dutch Perspective.”
First, he presented her thesis, its topic, structure, methods, and
results. He contextualized his research, explained its importance, its
theoretical significance, explained his methodological approach and
presented his results.
In her review, the thesis supervisor suggested “A” as the final grade.
She appreciates the topic, theoretical framework, application of
correct methods and good discussion of results. She asked about
most surprising interview replies and importance of foreign
correspondent posts.
In her review, the thesis opponent also suggested the final grade
between A and B. She suggested that some key sources used were
obsolete, she questioned interview questions and the scope of the
questions in actual interviews, and decision of not including the
parachute journalists in the research design. She asked about ethical
issues with anonymizing respondents and about parachute
journalists.
The student then reacted to the reviews. He went trough the
questions posed by the supervisor and opponent one by one and
justified his decision, claiming that he focused on the key issues and
coped with limited access to possible respondents and providing his
reasons and arguments. He also explained the issue with
anonymization
The committee decided that based on the thesis itself, the reviews,
and the defense, the final grade should be A.

1 268859 - Sebastiaen Toon Jan Van Aert



Result of defence: excellent (A)
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