
The thesis concentrates on the life and work of Nikolai Lvovich Okunev (1885-
1949), an important historian of art and representative of Medieval studies, Professor at
Charles University in Prague. His research work, that already began during his studies
at the University in Saint Petersburg, meant an important contribution to studies in the
field of Old Russian, Byzantine and Medieval Armenian Art and Architecture. After he
had left his native country for political reasons, he was living in the Kingdom of Serbs,
Croats and Slovenes in 1920-1923, then in 1923-1949 in Czechoslovakia. For more
than 20 years he lectured at Charles University in Prague where he educated a number
of disciples. He was a member of the Institute of Slavonic Studies, a founder of the
Archive and Gallery of the Slavonic art atttached to the Institute, an editor of the
scientific journal Byzantinoslavica. His works published during the emigration were
devoted especially to Medieval monuments in Serbia and Macedonia.
Okunev's research work and his cultural involvement are presented in the thesis in
the wide context of research activities of different institutions (Russian Archaeological
Institute in Constantinople, University of Saint Petersburg, Charles University, Institute
of Slavonic Studies and the Slavonic Library in Prague), history of important research
expeditions (to Old Russian towns, Ottoman Armenia, the Balkans, the excavations at
Ani in Armenia), the conservation work in the Church of St. Panteleimon at Nerezi and
in the Church of St. Sophia in Ohrid, his contacts to scholars from all the world. The
outcome of Okunev's scientific work is presented in the context of the principle
scholarly discussions during the first half of the 20th century. The autor tried to
evaluate Okunev's contribution to world-wide Medieval studies and estimate his role in
the research development.


