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Course of the examination: The student started by presenting his thesis titled "Tax Evasion and
its Implications on Country-level Tax Revenue Structure". He
described the data, the methodology used, and the results and their
robustness based on different specifications of the regression models.
After the presentation, the committee asked the student to answer the
questions raised in the reports, mainly in the opponent's report. The
committee members then asked questions about the causal
interpretation of the results, the transformation of the variables used,
and the overall theory and intuition behind the hypothesized causal
relationship between the tax evasion variable and the various
dependent variables. The student's responses to the questions raised
in the opponent's report were rather weak, and his responses to the
committee members' follow-up questions were only partially
satisfactory. The committee had to agree with the opponent that the
student relied heavily on only a few sources, that the chosen methods
were not very appropriate for investigating the research question, and
that the thesis largely did not measure what it claimed to measure.
Therefore, the committee decided to award a grade of E.
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Result of defence: good (E)
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