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1. OBSAH A CIL PRACE (struéné informace o préci, formulace cile):

The goal of Yijin Wang’s MA thesis titled "How Chinese Media Covered the Cancellation of the
Sister-city Relationship between Beijing and Prague: A Study Based on Sentiment Analysis and
Keyword Extraction" is to examine how Chinese media reported on the cancellation of the sister-city
relationship between Beijing and Prague, particularly in the context of City of Prague's subsequent
decision to establish a sister-city relationship with Taipei. The study uses sentiment analysis and
keyword extraction to analyze Chinese media articles published between July 2019 and February
2020, categorizing them into institutional, market-oriented, and online media, and examining their
sentiment.

2. VECNE ZPRACOVANI (naroénost, tviréi piistup, argumentace, logicka struktura, teoretické a
metodologické ukotveni, prace s prameny a literaturou, vhodnost pfiloh apod.):
Yijin Wang’s thesis consists of three major chapters, introduction, and conclusion. The introduction is

unfortunately very generic and does not provide a good pitch for the problem that will be further
analyzed. At the same time, the author refers to several scholarly publications focusing on the image
of Central and East Europe in Chinese media - but does not provide references to these sources.
Following this rather underwhelming opening, the author fully delves into her analysis, which is much
stronger. Ms. Wang provides a comprehensive overview of literature dealing with the Chinese media
landscape, PRC-CEE relations, and the image of CEE in Chinese media. Subsequently, she introduces
the analytical approach - working with a selection of 72 articles that were published between July
2019 and February 2020, e.i. during the period of termination of the sister city agreement and the
establishment of the sister city agreement between Prague and Taipei.

Yijing Wang, through her very meticulous analysis of Chinese media content, came to several
conclusions. Her analysis finds that Chinese media focused heavily on the Taiwan-related aspects of
the incident rather than the termination of the sister-city relationship itself. The media portrayed the
issue as a triangular relationship involving Prague, Beijing, and Taipei, with significant attention paid
to Taiwan. The overall sentiment of the media coverage was predominantly negative, especially after
Prague established a sister-city relationship with Taipei. As the research showcases, the negative
sentiment intensified in January 2020, reflecting the media's disapproval of Prague's actions and the
perceived challenge to China's "One China" policy. Another really interesting focus of Chinese media
is the then Lord Mayor of Prague Zdenc¢k Hiib who was frequently mentioned in the media articles,
often in a negative light. The media portrayed him as a pro-Taiwan figure, contrasting his stance with
the more neutral or positive portrayal of the Czech central government and then President Milo$
Zeman. The study also paid attention to differences in how various types of Chinese media reported on
the event. The author concludes that while Chinese media of any kind operate in highly controlled and
censored environment, there is some nuance in reporting - institutional media had relatively consistent
and government-aligned reporting, while market-oriented and online media showed varying degrees of



negativity, especially concerning Taiwan-related issues, and paid attention to different aspects of the
disputes, such as online media covered a bit more in detail the economic or cultural consequences,
which received no attention in the institutional media.

The author used different graphics to explain divisions of Chinese media, word clouds, as well as
tables and figures to illustrate her findings. The list of these is listed in the list of appendices -
however, they are not included as a separate addition to the paper.

3. FORMALNI A JAZYKOVE ZPRACOVANI (jazykovy projev, spravnost citace a odkazii na literaturu,
graficka Gprava, formalni nalezitosti prace apod.):

The thesis is well written and has a logical structure. Except for a few typos, it is easy to navigate and
read. The author draws on a significant number of resources, often including works that explain
mentioned phenomena. I would only recommend dividing the final bibliography based on the type of
the resource (books, academic articles etc.).

4. KONTROLA ORIGINALITY TEXTU

Prohlasuji, Ze jsem se seznamil/a s vysledkem kontroly originality textu zavére¢né prace v
systému:

[ X] Theses [ ] Turnitin [ ] Ouriginal (Urkund)

Komentar k vysledku kontroly:

Based on feedback from Theses, there is a very small overlap of 2 percent, i.e. this paper is original.

5. STRUCNY KOMENTAR HODNOTITELE (celkovy dojem z diplomové prace, silné a slabé stranky,
originalita myslenek, naplnéni cile apod.):

Yijin Wang presented a solid analysis which describes not only the operation of the Chinese media
environment, but also reveals how the Chinese government shapes media narratives in relation to the
Czech Republic. At the same time, some of the approaches have a broader application and reveal how
the PRC controls and shapes narratives about its foreign policy and about foreign countries” dealings
with China.

I found the most interesting the author's conclusion that the Chinese media was less negative about the
end of the sister city agreement between Prague and Shanghai, but became very critical around the
time of the conclusion of the Prague-Taipei sister city agreement. The understanding of Taiwan as a
part of China was clearly manifested in this - by urging Prague to respect One China Policy. Here, I
also appreciated the author’s explanation of how the PRC frames Taiwan as a domestic issue, using it
as a tool to encourage rising nationalism. The author also pointed out that the Chinese media are
heavily censored and they serve as a major platform for the CCP propaganda, which aims to build and
maintain CCP's legitimacy. At the same time, the author interestingly showcases the tendency of the
Chinese media to portray the dispute between the Lord Mayor of Prague and President Zeman as a
proof that Czech democracy, and by implication all democracies, are chaotic - obviously implicitly
pointing out the stability of the PRC governance and creating the image of “Western” as something
with negative connotations. Overall, the thesis well illustrates the tendency of the Chinese government
to use even insignificant events to propagate One China Principle, to paint the West as anti-China.

In places, the thesis is a bit repetitive, and I believe that some parts could have been left out, e.g. the
part where the author describes briefly the Czech media's perception of China or the part where the
author describes the Pirate Party's position on the political spectrum, which does not seem to be
particularly relevant for the researched topic, but overall, this does not disrupt the flow of the analysis.

6. OTAZKY A PRIPOMINKY DOPORUCENE K BLIZSIMU VYSVETLENI PRI OBHAJOBE (jedna az tii):

1. How might future developments in China's relations with Central and Eastern Europe affect
the narratives you observed in your study?



2. How do you think the portrayal of the Prague-Beijing-Taipei issue in Chinese media reflects
broader trends in China's foreign policy and domestic public opinion?

7. DOPORUCENI / NEDOPORUCENI{ K OBHAJOBE A NAVRHOVANA ZNAMKA
(A a B vyborn¢, C a D velmi dobie, E dobfe, F nevyhovél):

The thesis of Yijin Wang fulfills the requirements for master's theses. I recommend it for defense and
propose a final grade A.

Datum: August 27, 2024 Podpis: Jana Sehnalkova

Pozn.: Hodnoceni piste k jednotlivym bodiim, pokud nepisete v textovém editoru, pouzijte pii nedostatku mista zadni stranu
nebo piilozeny list. V hodnoceni prace se pokuste oddélit ty jeji nedostatky, které jsou, podle vaseho minéni, obhajobou
neodstranitelné (napt. chybi kritické zhodnoceni pramend a literatury), od téch véci, které student mize dobrou obhajobou
napravit; pomér téchto dvou polozek berte prosim v uvahu pti stanoveni kone¢né znamky.



