
The process of transformation of the Czechoslovak
Communist Party (KSČ) and its successor the Communist Party of
Bohemia and Moravia (KSČM) since November 1989 is a unique
example of incomplete transformation of the communist party
into the non-communist party. The core of this process was the
development of the KSČ and the KSČM in 1989-1996. The party
following a change in the political system saves in the first
free elections in 1990. The party searches possibilities of
changes, which culminates into internal referendum in 1991-
1992, when the majority decides to keep the original
labelling. The decisive point of the whole process is Congress
in Prostějov in June 1993 when the winning faction prevents
the radical change and preserves the party. Despite the strong
party fission, which creates a lot of non-communist parties,
the KSČM may rely on the solid core of voters in the elections
of 1996. It is a signal for the party that the trend starting
by KSČM consolidates positions, even offers other options for
strengthening.


