Abstract

The diploma thesis entitled The Political Thought of Czechoslovak Dissidents in the Years 1977 -
1993 examines the political thought of three representatives of Czechoslovak dissent, Rudolf Battek,
Véclav Havel and Viaclav Benda. The main aim is to find out whether the Czechoslovak dissent
included political thinking and came up with its own constructive theories on the ideal state system
or whether it was limited to criticism of the contemporary regime. In terms of methodology, the
thesis works with textual analysis of primary sources of three selected dissidents. Based on the textual
analysis, it concludes by using a comparative method to compare and integrate the political thought
of the selected dissidents with a focus on a better or ideal arrangement of the future state. The thesis
concludes that the analyzed representatives of Czechoslovak dissent, in addition to criticizing the
regime, also focused on political thinking and searched for a future state organization. Political
thought and theories of a successful state were not their primary concern and do not represent a
systematic positive theory. Their political thinking was based on their overall philosophical ideas
and the context of their critique of the communist regime in contemporary Czechoslovakia. They do
not call their ideas regarding the future state system an ideal, they merely present their views to

promote political debate.



