
Abstract  

The diploma thesis deals with the reconciliation process between Georgia and Abkhazia after 

2008. It focuses on the bottom-up approach to reconciliation and its potential for the 

transformation of protracted and unresolved conflict. As bilateral negotiations at the political 

level between Georgia and Abkhazia have been stuck since 2006, this approach may be the only 

tool to disrupt the current status quo. Nevertheless, the research results show that this potential 

is quite limited in Georgia. The current discourse about the conflict that supports the status quo 

is related to ethnic identity and is also supported internationally. Middle-range leaders who are 

a significant part of the civil peace process between Georgia and Abkhazia have attempted to 

disrupt this discourse. Still, even their willingness to compromise is limited by a myth-symbol 

complex. Moreover, participants in peace projects are not homogeneous groups that aim to 

disrupt the current discourse. The research results show that reconciliation outside the state 

level has contributed at least to the preservation of negative peace because its participants 

mostly avoid stereotypes, do not feel negative emotions towards the other side, and reject 

violence as a tool for conflict resolution. 

 


