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Abstract

The purpose of this thesis is to create a description of the Czech verb jit as a means to
express the future and to compare it with the typical development of analogical future time
references in the process of grammaticalization. The presented description is based on previous
research in the field of semantics of the Czech verb jit and its possible use to express the future,
followed by an analysis based on two spoken corpus-based studies and a survey with 107
respondents. The future is expressed by the inchoative meaning of the constructions
Jjit + infinitive and jit + na + accusative, which is characterized by a more pronounced semantic
generalization of the motion component and by referencing near future or succession of events.
The state of this time reference in Czech corresponds to the typical development of the future
time references from verbs of motion and the presence of grammaticalization is indicated by
the active mechanisms of reanalysis and analogy and the process of generalization of meaning.
In order to analyse the grammaticalization of the Czech verb jit as a means to express the future,
a comparison was made with analogical future time references in English and Slovak, which

were subjected to grammaticalization to a greater degree.
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