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Brief description of the thesis (by the supervisor, ca. 100-200 words):

The thesis investigated experience with and attitudes towards different varieties of English (namely
British and American English) in high school students in the Czech Republic. Data were collected in a
large-scale survey study; students were asked to perform various language-proficiency and cultural-
proficiency tasks and give their opinions on a variety of cultural and linguistic subjects pertaining to the
use of British or American English. Results demonstrated a preference for American culture coupled
with a preference for the British linguistic variety in the students. The methodology and data analysis
are sound, and the results are reliable. The conclusions drawn are reasonable and can contribute to
our understanding of cultural and linguistic attitudes in Czech high school students.

Review, comments and notes (ca. 100-200 words)

Strong points of the thesis:

The introduction is very extensive. The literature cited is discussed in a meaningful way and interwoven
with the current study.

The data collection procedure included a large number of participants, making the data particularly
reliable. The data analysis is very good, many of the graphs included are informative and nicely done.
The discussion of the results as well as the conclusion section are well written and place the findings of
the current study within the literature.

Weak points of the thesis:

Some of the graphs are redundant (e.g., pie chart on p. 43).

Not all survey questions needed to be discussed — a better selection of which questions are important
and the focus of the study and which questions do not contribute much to the problem at hand should
have been made. For instance, figures 7 & 8 are also not very informative. In general, fewer figures would
have sufficed.

Questions to answer during the Defence and suggested points of discussion:

1. How do you interpret the correlation between cultural preference and linguistic preference in
the students?

2. Please comment on the teachers’ perspective: how do the students’ perceptions and attitudes
fit with those of the teachers?

Other comments:

The introduction is quite extensive, maybe too extensive at times. The historical perspective could
have been kept shorter. What is most important to the present study is probably the section on
“Dominance of British English in TESOL”.

| was also a bit confused about the use of the term “Czech lands”, but that may be my historical
ignorance. In general, the historical overview going back to the 19t century was not needed for the
setting and assumptions of the present study.

Figure captions should not mention the type of graph shown (e.g., “Boxplot”)
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| am not sure what the red squares surrounding the “1” in the figures mean.
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