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Abstract

The withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the European Union was a significant global
issue that attracted the attention of experts in politics and international relations, as well as
the general public and mass media. Since the Brexit referendum, the world has been focused
on the situation in the United Kingdom. Mass media in all countries have covered this event
in different ways. Thus, this diploma thesis “Image of the United Kingdom in Russian media
in the context of Brexit” examines the image of Great Britain in Russian pro-governmental
media Russia Today and opposition media Dozhd. This study is based on a critical discourse
analysis of the articles from both sources in the period from June 23, 2016 to 2018. Based
on this analysis, the image of the UK in each of these media was subsequently constructed.
Particular attention is paid to the coverage of Russian interference in the Brexit referendum
through an emotional appeal to British voters using the social network Twitter and
disinformation. The image of the United Kingdom in the context of Brexit in opposition and
pro-governmental media was then compared to identify how the image of the UK was
changing under the circumstances of Russian interference, as well as to determine the views

held by these media on Russian interference in the Brexit referendum.
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Abstrakt

Vystoupeni Spojeného kralovstvi z Evropské unie piedstavovalo vyznamnou svétovou
udalost, ktera ptritahovala pozornost jak odbornikii v oblasti politiky a mezinarodnich vztaht,
tak vefejnosti a médii. Po referendu o brexitu se pozornost celého svéta soustiedila na situaci
ve Spojeném kralovstvi. Média vSech zemi informovala o této udélosti riznym zptisobem.
Diplomova prace “Obraz Spojeného kralovstvi v ruskych médiich v kontextu brexitu” proto
zkouma obraz Velké Britanie v ruskych provladnich médiich Russia Today a opozi¢nich
médiich Dozhd. Prace zahrnuje kritickou diskurzivni analyzu ¢lankti z obou zdroji z obdobi
od 23. Cervna 2016 do roku 2018. Analyza byla nasledn¢ pouzita k vytvofeni obrazu
Spojen¢ho kralovstvi v kazdém z téchto médii. Zvlastni pozornost byla vénovana
informovani o ruském vmeésovani do referenda o brexitu prostiednictvim vyzvy k emocim
britskych voli€h pres socidlni sit Twitter. Obraz Spojené¢ho kréalovstvi v souvislosti s
brexitem v opozi¢nich a provladnich médiich byl nasledné porovnan s cilem zjistit, jak se
obraz Spojeného kralovstvi zménil v kontextu vméSovani Ruska, a jaké jsou nazory dvou

médii na ruské vmeésovani do referenda o brexitu.
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Introduction

On 23 June 2016 the referendum on the United Kingdom's exit from the European
Union was held in Great Britain. Despite the preparations for this referendum, its results
were unexpected for the public, especially considering the fact that the gap between the
voters was minimal. Undoubtedly, this event caused a huge amount of debates and
discussions both inside and outside the country, both among experts in politics, international
relations, economics and the public. Following this, a long process of negotiations between
the United Kingdom and the European Union began. During the negotiations, the countries
had to determine the conditions under which the UK would leave the union, the documents
on the basis of which further cooperation between the two sides would be conducted and
many other issues. However, the process turned out to be quite long and complicated, as the
EU and the UK could not come to a common agreement. The whole world was following
the development of the situation in the UK. Undoubtedly, media attention was focused on
Brexit. Mass media, however, may have different ways of providing information on world
events to their audience, thereby influencing the perception of a certain event by their
readers. By emphasising specific issues and using particular language units and structures,
media manipulates their audience's attention and creates a certain image in the minds of their
readers. Thus, the diploma thesis "The image of the United Kingdom in Russian media in
the context of Brexit" examines the image of Great Britain in Russian pro-governmental and
opposition media in the period from June 23, 2016 to 2018. The articles after May 2017,
which address the issue of Russian interference in the Brexit referendum, were paid
particular attention to.

The interest in identifying the image of the United Kingdom precisely in the
Russian media derives from the fact that shortly after the results were announced, the first
suspicions and comments by British politicians about possible Russian interference in the
Brexit referendum by means of propaganda and influence on voters' opinions on the social
network Twitter emerged. Undoubtedly, this fact has worsened the already difficult relations
between the two countries. Russian officials have certainly denied any involvement but the
British authorities and social media executives have been investigating whether there was
any influence on British voters. Thus, the interest of this thesis is that in addition to the

overall image of the United Kingdom in media, it explores how the allegations of



interference have been reflected in articles and therefore affected the image of the country
under these circumstances. Additionally, the study focuses on the opposition and pro-
Kremlin media, as the opposition in Russia is quite widespread and their views differ from
those of the Kremlin not only on domestic issues but also on foreign policy. It should be
noted that in the process of the research the Russia Today channel, selected for the analysis
as the pro-governmental one, was disconnected from broadcasting and blocked on the
territory of the Europe Union. The Russian authorities also banned and blocked almost all
Russian opposition media, including Dozhd, which was selected for the study as the
opposition one.

This Master's thesis has the following structure. The introductory part is followed
by the chapter 1, which introduces the theoretical framework of this study. First, this chapter
provides the key theoretical concepts relevant for the topic: media and society, the role of
media, special attention is paid to news coverage in media and the relationship of media and
politics. This chapter then presents the research question. The first chapter concludes with
the methodology chosen for the study, then it explains the choice of concrete Russian media
for the study and the concrete time frame. The chapters 2, 3 and 4 represent the empirical
part of the study. They introduce the results of critical discourse analysis of articles from
opposition and pro-governmental Russian media. The second chapter is devoted to the
analysis of the opposition media and the identification of the image of the United Kingdom
in it. The third chapter provides an analysis of the pro-government media and also the
identification of the image of the United Kingdom in the given media. Having composed the
two images of the UK, the chapter 4 represents a comparison and reveals the main

differences in them. The final part of the thesis is the conclusion.
State of the Art

It is essential at first to examine already existing academic literature on the topic.
Thus, the state of the art covers three major topics that are relevant for the research. First, it
looks through the literature which is dedicated to the study of Brexit in general. Then there
is an overview of studies concerning the involvement of Russia in the Brexit referendum.
And the last set of secondary literature covers media representation of Britain in the context

of Brexit in foreign and local media.



The issue of the UK's membership in the European Union and its withdrawal has
been examined by many researchers. As a rule, they analyse possible consequences and
challenges both for the United Kingdom itself and for the European Union and other states.

As for the future and possible challenges, the authors can be divided into two groups
according to their opinions. So, such scholars as Tim Oliver, Richard Whitman, Silvia
Lazari, Virginia Cojocaru and Martin Kovar suggest that Brexit presents a threat to the
European Union but not to the United Kingdom. Tim Oliver writes that the main focus for
the EU after Brexit will be to preserve European unity and European integration, as some
countries may follow British example.! Silvia Lazari and Virginia Cojocaru believe that
Brexit will have a negative impact on the European Union. Even though the situation will
affect all the countries, including the UK, the EU will be under a greater pressure. Firstly,
because other states may follow Britain's example, which would lead to the disintegration of
Europe and the rise of separatism, as well as subsequent loss of European values and ideas.
Secondly, Silvia Lazari and Virginia Cojocaru also refer to the economic situation, noting
that the gap between the EU countries could be intensified because of the refugee flow and
also due to tough relations between creditor countries and debtor countries within the euro
area.” Martin Kovar also stands by his view that Brexit is a threat to the European Union, as
it will cause a fragmentation of the union, dividing it into a large union and a small one. The
position of France and especially Germany will strengthen in comparison to other European
states. Germany will promote its political and economic interests which other European
states may not always agree with. In addition, Kovar points out that Brexit will also change
the structure of the European Union.?

Richard Whitman as well as the researchers noted above, concludes that the
withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the EU may undermine European integration and
the ability of the European Union to cope with the subsequent challenges. However,
Whitman also underlines that Britain would lose the ability to transmit within the EU its
international objectives in the fields of security, development, trade and the environment,

i.e., it would lose its leverage in the united European space.* Thus, Richard Whitman doesn’t

! Tim Oliver, “European and international views of Brexit”, Journal of European Public Policy 23 no. 9 (2016):
1321-1328.

2 Silvia Lazari and Virginia Cojocaru, “Risks and confidence in the european area after Brexit”, Relafii
internationale. Plus 2, no. 12 (2017): 291-296.

3 Martin Kovaf, “Brexit. Nejen “bitva o Britanii”, ale i o Evropu”, in Na rozhrani: Krize a promény soucasného
sveta, ed. Miroslav Barta, Otakar Foltyn and Martin Kovat, Vysehrad, 2016, 88-100.

4 Richard Whitman, “Brexit or Bremain: What future for the UK’s European diplomatic strategy?”,
International Affairs 92 (2016): 509-529.



strictly support this or that point of view but he presents both scenarios and metaphorically
compares Britain's possible future with either the "Phoenix" or the "Titanic" and concludes
that the issue is highly controversial and no one knows for sure how Britain will perform on
the world stage when being apart from the European Union.

Among those authors who see more negative effects on the UK itself than on the
EU are Ondiej Svoboda, Markus Johansson and Shahroo Malik. Ondfej Svoboda in his
research states that despite the fact that the EU and the UK are in a mutually beneficial
economic relationship, the UK's position in the economic situation is a bit worse and more
unsafe than that of the EU.> According to Markus Johansson, integration in the European
Union will be improved after Brexit. This is due to the fact that those states which have been
closely cooperating with the UK will be looking for new allies in the Council. Cooperation
within the European Union will change for the better reinforcing the importance of common
ideology and integration.® Shahroo Malik also disagrees that a domino effect will emerge in
the EU after Brexit. On the contrary, the author believes that Brexit has shown with its
example that leaving the EU will lead to chaos and economic and political instability. Thus,
Brexit has increased support for the EU and European values in other states within the union
and it also reduced the influence of populist parties in Europe.’

The Brexit referendum attracted a lot of attention of academics. One of the most
debated issues was Russia's attempts to influence the result of the referendum through the
social network Twitter with the help of the Internet bots. These political bots had a strategic
role and posted a large number of tweets containing "Leave" context. This matter raised a
considerable degree of interest among researchers as it was quite provocative. However,
scientists were divided in their opinions. For example, scholars from Oxford University,
Vidya Narayann, Philipp N. Howard, Bence Kollanyi and Mona Elswah conducted a
quantitative analysis and found that indeed a large number of automated accounts were
active in the period before the Brexit referendum, some of these accounts were registered in
Russia. However, a study revealed little evidence that the majority of active accounts were

based in Russia. To be exact, according to their study, only 0.3% out of total traffic of tweets

> Ondfej Svoboda, “Spoutany brexit: Kdy muze zacit Spojené kralovstvi sjednavat obchodni dohody?”,
Casopis pro pravni védu a praxi 1, (2018): 101-116.

6 Markus Johansson, “Explaining Cooperation in the Council of the EU Before and After the Brexit
Referendum”, Politics and Governance 9, no. 1 (2021): 5-15.

7 Shahroo Malik, “Post-Brexit Scenario: The European Union under Threat”, Strategic Studies 38, no. 4 (2018):
90-109.



about Brexit were published by bots from Russia.® Clare Llewellyn, Laura Cram, Robin L.
Hill and Adrian Favero also emphasise the existence of accounts created by the Russian
Internet Research Agency. At the same time, however, they also note few number of tweets
in relation to the total number of publications and comments.” The researchers stress the
existence of the Kremlin's approach of disinformation, which is widely used by Russia to
instigate mistrust, instability and insecurity in Western countries.

More critical point of view is supported by Ewan McGaughey and Julian Richards.
Ewan McGaughey notes that Theresa May, Philip Hammond and David Cameron have
openly stated that Russia was involved in the Brexit referendum. The author argues that
Russia has repeatedly initiated cyber attacks, especially during the Ukrainian conflict, so
after the failure during the Scottish referendum Russia's main target to disunite the European
Union and damage international trade was the Brexit referendum. '

Julian Richards in his research on disinformation also addresses the issue of the
Brexit referendum and Russian interference. He refers to Theresa May's statement that
Russia "weaponises information" to undermine Western stability, thereby threatening the
international order. The researcher concludes that one of the tools of Russian interference in
the politics of other states are cyber-attacks and the Soviet tradition of spreading
disinformation but now it is spread through social networks.!! Thus, during the Brexit
campaign, Twitter accounts linked to the Russian IRA (Internet Research Agency) were
discovered but Julian Richards also notes that the number of posts and comments on Brexit
published by these accounts is relatively small compared to the overall flow of information.

Thus, while the researchers have different views on the plausibility of Russian
accounts having influenced the result of the referendum, they agree that indeed there were
accounts that were active in the period before the voting.

A significant set of literature to look at is media representation of Brexit and Britain
in general as it directly refers to the topic of the diploma thesis. However, due to the fact that

the scholars studied certain cases there’s no division into groups by opinion but by the

8 Vidya Narayanan, Philip N. Howard, Bence Kollanyi and Mona Elswah, “Russian Involvement and Junk
News during Brexit”, in COMPROP Data Memo, 1- 5. Oxford, UK: Project on Computational Propaganda,
2017.

% Clare Llewellyn, Laura Cram, Robin L. Hill, and Adrian Favero, “For Whom the Bell Trolls: Shifting Troll
Behaviour in the Twitter Brexit Debate”, Journal of Common Market Studies, vol. 57 no. 5 (2019): 1148-1164.
10 Ewan McGaughey, “Could Brexit Be Void?”, King's Law Journal, n0.29 (2018): 331-343.

! Julian Richards, “Fake news, disinformation and the democratic state: a case study of the UK government’s
narrative”, Icono 14,n0.19, (2021): 95-122.



approach. It is worth mentioning that every scholar emphasises the role of media in framing
public opinion.

In general, media reflect the position of the state itself. Based on this, many
researchers have already questioned the representation of the UK and in particular the
representation of Brexit in media. Media are known to shape mass consciousness and
opinion about a particular event. Interestingly, some publications in different states describe
the United Kingdom's withdrawal from the European Union in different ways. For example,
among the researchers who carried out a comparative analysis of the representation of Britain
in media are Tatiana Vladimirova, Marina Vinogradova, Andrey Vlasov and Alexander
Shatsky, who studied several media sources of the countries that are not directly involved in
the Brexit process, which are Russia, Ukraine and the United States of America. The
researchers conducted a content analysis of the articles and confirmed their initial hypothesis
that the media in different countries describe the process of the UK leaving the EU is based
primarily on the political attitude of the country. !> Hence media of one country or another
interpret the facts in their favour. The same events can be depicted in different ways and
with completely different emotional colouring. Thus, mass media shapes public attitude
towards the situations in the world. For example, having analysed the Ukrainian news
source, researchers found that Brexit is covered more neutrally. The US media source
"CNN" takes a negative stance on the exit of the UK from the European Union. In terms of
the representation of the UK in Russian media, its evaluation of Brexit is mostly positive.

This group of researchers who carried out comparative analysis also includes
Franco Zappettini & Michat Krzyzanowski, who confirm that international press perceives
Brexit as a real and future crisis, focusing on economy, politics and society.’ A comparative
analysis is also present in the study of Ivan Palitay. Like the authors above, he emphasises
the importance of media in shaping certain political image in the public mind. In the research,
the author revealed that the image of British authorities had undergone some changes,

regardless of the country. '* Thus, in European media the characteristics of weakness prevail

12 Tatyana N. Vladimirova, M. V. Vinogradova, A. 1. Vlasov and Alexander A. Shatsky, “Assessment of News
Items Objectivity in Mass Media of Countries with Intelligence Systems: the Brexit Case”, Media Watch 10,
no. 3 (2019): 471 — 483.

13 Franco Zappettini and Michat Krzyzanowski, “The critical juncture of Brexit in media & political discourses:
from national-populist imaginary to cross-national social and political crisis”, Critical Discourse Studies 16
no. 4 (2019): 381-388.

4 Tvan S. Palitay, “Tpancopmanus 06pa3oB BJIACTH M TOJUTHYECKUX JIMJIEPOB BennKOOpUTaHMH O
BIMsHUEM Brexit (Ha MaTepuanax eBponelckux u amepukanckux CMU 3a 2014-2017 rr.)”, Polis:
Politicheskie Issledovaniya 2 (2018): 150-162.



but the cabinet of T. May is characterized by a slight reinforcement of the "strength"
component due to the charismatic leaders in its structure. As for the US media, neutral
characteristics prevailed before the official announcement of the referendum results. The
author, however, notes that while the images of the government and political leaders are
transformed, the general image of the country itself mostly has neutral traits.

Mass media are closely related to the linguistic aspects; therefore, some studies
have a more linguistic approach. For example, Irina Dulebové, Linda Krajcovicova and
Nelly Tincheva investigate the use of metaphors in the construction of the British image.
Irina Dulebova and Linda Krajcovicova study the metaphor “theatre” in the context of
politics. Such expressions underline the theatricality, insincerity and ineffectiveness of
Brexit policies.!® Thus, the metaphorical phrases do not appeal to logical but to emotional
perception. As for the general media evaluation of Brexit, the authors conclude that in
Russian media the UK's withdrawal from the EU is not always presented in a positive way,
as other authors above report. The use of the metaphor of "theatre" with ironic and satirical
connotations makes it clear that Brexit is sometimes critisised by Russian media.

Nelly Tincheva’s study is also based, like the one above, on the study of metaphors
in Brexit discourses. Tincheva, however, analyses articles from the major UK newspapers
in the first few days after the referendum. In the article the author reveals that the most
frequent sources of metaphors in the British media are the following concepts: divorce,
natural disaster and journey.'® Nevertheless, the predominance of negative connotations does
not necessarily reflect a negative evaluation of the referendum result. On the contrary, Brexit
as a disaster 1s presented not in the context of the UK but in relation to the European Union.
Thus, even though these studies are more of a linguistic nature, they are still relevant to the
state of the art because the metaphors carry semantic evaluations, which appeal to public
emotions.

In conclusion, after examining the existing literature on the subject, it can be seen
that the topic of media image of the United Kingdom in general and in the context of Brexit
is of a research interest to scholars from different countries. Furthermore, the literature on
the UK-Russia relationship in the context of Brexit explores Russian involvement in

influencing the referendum results. Given this, it is worth noting the high level of interest in

15 Irina Dulebova and Linda Krajéoviova, “Metaforicky obraz Brexitu v ruskom mediadlnom diskurze (na
priklade metafory divadla)”, Annales Scientia Politica. vol. 9, no. 1 (2020): 18-28.

16 Nelly Tincheva, “Good Brexit, Bad Brexit: Evaluation Through Metaphoric Conceptualizations in British
Media”, Baltic Journal of English Language, Literature and Culture Vol. 10 (2020): 149-167.
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this issue. However, during the research of the literature there wasn’t found a single study
that combined both the image of Great Britain in media and Russia's interference in the
referendum. Thus, by bringing together uneasy relationship between the United Kingdom
and the Russian Federation, laden with the theory of Russian interference in the referendum,
and the British image in Russian media, the diploma thesis explores the evaluative image of
the UK in the process of Brexit in Russian media overall and in the context of Russian

interference in the Brexit Referendum.



1 Research framework

1.1 Media, journalism and society

The functioning of media in modern society can be explained in terms of the basic
assumption of sociology, where social institutions serve as mechanisms for social regulation
and assist the individual to deal with certain situations. Media is also a social institution and
plays an important role in modern society. In a liberal democratic society, the media
represent an institution of freedom of public communication and occasionally an institution
of non-formal education that helps to broaden one's horizons.!’

Media is closely linked to the notion of journalism, since journalism is the source
of material for publication in the media. Right after its emergence, journalism attracted not
only readers, but also businesses and other non-governmental organisations. In addition,
over time, journalism drew the attention of authorities at the city, regional or national level.
They perceived journalism and media as well as an instrument of control and influence.'®

Journalism plays an essential role in the social life of a society or nation, as it is the
dominant tool for expressing public opinion in the media, informing citizens about a
particular event or issue of discussion, thereby giving them the opportunity to form their own
opinions about the matter.'’

While the media was initially considered first and foremost in the context of an
individual's or society's information needs, today external factors are also taken into account,
for instance, the influence of the political and economic system and commercialisation, the
way power affects the transmission of that particular information, from which perspective.

As Denis McQuail points out, society's relationship with the media is now
problematic. Firstly, the media has a strong potential to influence society in both positive
and negative ways. Secondly, the media is changing so rapidly that existing regulatory rules
are becoming obsolete and irrelevant to current demands. The main challenge is to regulate
the media under conditions of increased media influence and a lack of reasonable and

adequate control of them in order to contribute to the common good.?

17 Jan Jirdk, Masovd média (Praha: Portal, 2015), 108-109.

18 Denis McQuail, Zurnalistika a spolecnost (Prague: Charles University in Prague, Karolinum Press, 2016),
22.

19 Ibid., 31.

20 Denis McQuail, “Accountability of Media to Society: Principles and Means”, in Communication theory &
research: an EJC anthology, ed.by Els de Bens, Peter Golding and Denis McQuail (London: Sage, 2005), 89.
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Society is the main recipient of media information. Receiving information involves
not only consumption of the media message itself, but also subsequent processing of this
information. Thus, both the intentions of the information producer and the possible
recipients' reactions matter.?! However, society should not be understood as simply the mass
of recipients. Media products are accessible to a large number of completely different
recipients. Accordingly, the impact of media information on different groups can vary
greatly. Thus, the public is not heterogeneous; on the contrary, various groups in society are
interested in different information and generate specific responses to media messages. The
theory of use and contentment identifies the factors that determine the audience's interest in
certain media content. For some, the media serve as a way to escape from everyday life and
personal problems; for others, the media provide an opportunity to socialise. In addition, the
media introduce a variety of roles, so that individuals can define their own role and thereby
identify themselves in society. Finally, the media provide information about the community,
which assists individuals to adapt.?

Thus, the same media message may have a distinct meaning for each viewer.
Individuals possess semiotic power, that is, basing on their cognitive, psychological and
professional experience, they can activate one or another connotation of the media message.
It is worth mentioning that this semiotic power is not absolute and is influenced by the
context of the message. The message that news editors put into a report will not always be

perceived exactly that way.*
1.2 Roles of media

The most common approach to defining the role of media in society is the
functionalist one. According to this approach, society is a developing system that consists of
interconnected subsystems. One of these subsystems is the media. Each subsystem assists
in the societal development and meets the needs of the society. From a functionalist point of
view media fulfills several functions in the society. The first one is informing, i.e. providing
information on current events and circumstances and preparing population for the changes.

The second function is socialization, which includes giving explanations and comments

2 Angela Keppler, "Media communication and social interaction: Perspectives on action theory based reception
research", in Action Theory and Communication Research: Recent Developments in Europe, ed. by Karsten
Renckstorf, Denis McQuail, Judith E. Rosenbaum and Gabi Schaap (Berlin, New York: De Gruyter Mouton,
2008), 106.

22 Tomas Trampota, Zpravodajstvi (Praha: Portal, 2006), 129

2 1bid.,133
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about the meaning of certain events, explaining the present situation, as well as creating a
consensus and certain priorities in society. The next function can be called continuity -
supporting cultural patterns, the emergence of new subcultures and trends in culture. Next is
the function of entertainment. And the last function is engagement, which aims at shaping
important political and economic goals within society.>*

The position of the media in society is strongly reflected in their socialising
function, as media resources broadcast information every day in all the households; they
provide the recipients with large amounts of both information and entertainment material;
establish political, cultural and economic agendas; assist in maintaining present power
structure; and prepare society for possible changes.?

The media is a source of information, it transmits certain knowledge or facts to the
people, i.e. the media is an agent through which communication happens between the public
and the government, organisations, institutions, other individuals, etc. Communication as a
social phenomenon, in turn, has its functions.?® The first one is the function of surveillance,
which includes observing events in society/country/world. The events of particular
importance are those that may be dangerous or harmful to the common good. The next
function is correlation. This function involves providing information on the reactions or
opinions of others about a particular event or phenomenon. Generally, function of correlation
balances the opinions about a particular situation. The last one is transmission.
Communication transmits the norms and values of the social system. This function is
particularly relevant for the younger generation to transmit to them certain rituals and

knowledge about how society functions.
1.3 News

As noted above, media is meant to inform the population. This function is
performed via news reports. The majority of news reports correspond to a particular style
and form that is easy to follow. Common features of news reports are: relevance of the issue;
serving the public interest; clear facts to provide accurate and credible information about
reality. Key characteristics of news reports are neutrality and objectivity, avoiding explicit

evaluation and personal opinions on an issue. Moreover, objective reporting should be

24 Jirdk, Masovd média, 83.

2 Ibid., 21.

26 Carroll J Glynn, Susan Herbst, Mark Lindeman and Garrett J. O'Keefe, Public Opinion, (Boca Raton, FL:
Routledge, 2018), 331.
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independent from the interests of other organisations. This is how the ideal model of news
report should look like.

However, news about the same event can differ significantly in form, in the way
the content is communicated and in the overall emotional tone of the report. This is achieved
by providing a personal point of view on the events, be it witnesses, interested parties or the
journalist himself. Therefore, it can be concluded that news is not always a statement of true
facts; the subjective opinion of the participants might be reflected in the report. Media is also
influenced by the state and governmental organisations on the one hand and media owners
on the other. Even though in democratic theory the authorities do not have an absolute power
over the media, they are sources of so-called rewards and punishments (e.g. economic,
regulatory, etc.). In the period of crisis in a country, media will willingly cooperate with the
authorities and select positive news or withhold certain undesirable for the public facts
claiming to protect the national interests.

News reports transmit to the public not only current information about events, but
also values, attitudes and certain ideas. They indicate what is important and what is not, what
is normal and what is a deviation. Thus, from this point of view, news is never completely
neutral; it constantly broadcasts the dominant ideology existing in society.?’

In general, the four roles of the news media overlap and complement each other.
They are: monitoring, helping, radical and collaborative roles. Monitoring role involves both
collecting and publishing information on current issues, relying on sources of various kinds.
This role is unlimited in terms of intent, and it is driven only by potential interest and
usefulness. Helping role is more specifically related to the providing of information that
serves social institutions, especially political, economic, juridical and educational ones.
Radical role focuses on prevention, observation and criticism of certain aspects. This role is
essential in open democratic societies. The collaborative role describes the relationship that
might emerge between media, powerful authorities and sources of information. This role is
particularly visible in emergencies or threats, such as during public unrest, war or rebellion.
The collaborative role aims to ensure that the media and the state cooperate to prevent
conflict. 2

The organisation of global or international news is determined not only by its

structure, but also by the extent to which news production relates to a global logic, which

27 Trampota, Zpravodajstvi, 163.
28 McQuail, Zurnalistika a spolecnost, 112.
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version of an event is presented in the media, how and on which basis a particular narrative
is formed. *°

Media also plays a central role in defining the ethics of the contemporary global
system, namely the formation of global values. In the context of global society, media also
transmits collective memory. In this sense, media acquires a civil function by constructing a
certain image of the individual, the society and the nation.

Despite the globalisation of media, there is an opposing view that perceives media
globalisation as a myth, arguing that media content, and especially news, is created for
domestic audiences within a country, not for other parts of the world. And the developments
in technology, introduction of satellite television and the internet have not changed the
situation fundamentally. Undoubtedly, local media is able now to broadcast their material to
other audiences as well, but the real impact on them or even the interest in a certain foreign
source remains questionable. In addition, there is great emphasis on the national centrism of
the journalists themselves.*°

Interested groups such as governmental organisations, lobbying groups,
corporations and other institutions use the news media space to introduce their own agendas
and strategies of influence. It can be observed that some media resources are strictly
controlled by institutions. Media are highly dependent on their sources - government and
business. Therefore, they often broadcast the views of these sources and thus, serve the
interests of the elite rather than public.’!

Two types of control are distinguished: allocative and operational. Allocative
control implies decisions from above related to general policies, distribution of resources,
defining the editorial line, i.e. the purpose and the way of communication in the media.
Operational control implies efficient use of resources and adherence to political decisions
that have been dictated. Thus, operational control affects the process of news production and
greatly limits media freedom because it determines the message of a news report in

advance.’?

? Lina Dencik, Media and Global Civil Society, (London: Palgrave Macmillan UK, 2012), 34.
30 Ibid., 153-154.

31 Carroll J Glynn, Susan Herbst, Mark Lindeman and Garrett J. O'Keefe, Public Opinion, 334.
32 Dencik, Media and Global Civil Society, 43.
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1.4 Media and Politics

Media are the main source of information about politics and politicians for the
public. The influence of the media on politics emerges in the way certain political processes
or events are portrayed. The media becomes an actor in political communication and
influences the process of such a communication by presenting political actors and political
events differently, depending on the political, historical and social context.

Normative media theory is primarily related to the relationship between media and
politics, specifically the position of media in a particular political regime in which they
function. Media in an ideal type is an organization that reflects the needs and interests of
society and that is not influenced by the state. However, such a normative theory of media
functioning has not gained ground in any society. Due to the specific historical and regional
characteristics, societies have developed distinct normative theories, which share the idea of
liberalised media, but differ according to the social and political context in which they
function. **

The political role of the media can be defined through the notion of the public
sphere. Thus, the public sphere is an area of social life where information can be exchanged
on the basis of common interests, thereby shaping public opinion. So, media have become
the main institution of the public sphere. Often media are closely linked to the interests of
the political elite and to the direction of state foreign policy. This model is called propaganda
and implies that news passes through filters such as elite interests and ideological
compatibility.

Thus, there might be an element of untruth in the media, caused either by the level
of influence of the authorities or by the subjective comments of the journalist or by the
interests of the owner of the media resource. Such untruth has three forms that are considered
to be the most problematic. The first form is subjectivity. It refers to a systematic but not
always intentional tendency to deviate from a neutral manner of communication. This
phenomenon can take various forms: focusing on certain topics and ignoring others, one-
sided interpretation or the expression of implicit negative or positive evaluation. The untruth
may be present in the form of propaganda, which relates to the use of the media to promote

the communicator's ideological intentions without regard to the others' truth or the audience's

33 Jirak, Masovd média, 324-325.
3 Ibid., 116-118.
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need for accurate information. Propaganda often uses covert means: omission of the facts
and misinterpretation. The last form is ideology. News analysts often note the spread of
ideology in news reports. By ideology they mean a certain focus of information based on a
belief or value system. ¥

In the context of politics, it is worth considering media polices. Media policy
usually involves political welfare objectives and focuses on newspapers, broadcasters and
other means of transmitting information to the public. The main elements of media policy
are the goals that should be achieved; the values and criteria that help to recognise these
goals; the content and information services to which the policy is directed; and the specific

political means of implementation, reflected in laws, regulation, etc.*¢
1.5 Modaels of the relationship between the government and the media

Differences in the functioning of the media also reflect differences in political
systems. These variations are captured in the nature of formal legal and regulatory
mechanisms, as well as in informal relationships between politicians and journalists. Even
among democracies there are systemic differences that have historical and cultural roots.
Three main types of relations between political and media systems in democracies are: >’

e Liberal model: Media themselves and the public determine the level and type of
political influence on journalism, i.e. the government itself is kind of "apart".

e Democratic-corporatist model: The authorities can intervene in the media sphere
in order to guarantee a fair approach and quality of political journalism.

e A model of competitive parallelism between media and politics: Political parties
have close links to certain media or journalists and influence the focus of political
journalism.

This classification is not absolute because in some democracies it is possible to
observe a fusion of several models or the introduction of other elements in the government-
media relationship. Elena Vartanova, for instance, identifies the correlation between

paternalism and commercialism in post-communist Russia. She suggests that Russian

35 McQuail, Zurnalistika a spolecnost, 77.

3%Jan van Cuilenburg and Denis McQuail, “Media Policy Paradigm Shifts”, European journal of
communication 18 no.2 (2003): 183-186.

37 McQuail, Zurnalistika a spolecnost, 138.

15



citizens still accept their obedience to the political elite.>® However, this by no means limits
journalists from following certain universal professional values.

Despite the widespread perception that the media influence opinions, attitudes,
values and beliefs, the nature of this influence remains uncertain. The media is a source of
belief and can shape the attractiveness and popularity of political or other public figures.
Those who control the bodies of media can use their power to damage or favour their political
enemies or partners. Concerns about unintentional and implicit bias in reports often depend

on the political or ideological perspective of the observer.
1.5.1 The Russian Model

The Russian media model has been heavily influenced by both the cultural context
and the nature of Russian social institutions. The main agents influencing the media system
are the state, the market, and civil society. Traditionally, Russians viewed the state through
the prism "we - them". At the same time, they regarded the state as a force, the guarantor of
the unity and existence of Russian nation and society. The paternalistic relationship between
the citizens and power elites, between the people and their leader, is deeply rooted in the
Russian character and determines the nature of Russian political and media culture. *°

In the early 1990s, Russian media system was transformed in the framework of
changes in the country's political system. It seemed that the Russian media were adopting
many features of the ideal 'Western' model, including the abolition of censorship, the concept
of freedom of press, the privatisation of the media, and a shift towards more objective
reporting. However, the political and cultural conditions in Russia — for example, the set of
informal rules — differed significantly from those in Europe and North America. Therefore,
the transformation of post-Soviet media systems cannot be defined as a universal movement
towards the so-called ideal Western media model. The role of the state in Russian media
system can be described as paternalistic. It was the state that defined special forms of
journalism, such as court journalism, imperial journalism, Communist Party journalism, and
so on. In modern Russia, however, the government left the role of economic regulator but
did not lose its control over content. Thus, the link between public broadcasting and the

political system in Russia is more of a governmental character. This model is characterised

38 Elena Vartanova, “The Russian Media Model in the Context of Post-Soviet Dynamics”, in Comparing Media
Systems Beyond the Western World, ed. Daniel C. Hallin and Paolo Mancini, (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2011), 131-132.
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by governmental control and control by the political majority.*® Moreover, as political and
business elites in Russia are closely interdependent, they both regard media resources as
means to achieve political capital.*!

Thus, the Russian media system model differs from the typology presented in the
previous section above. So, involving political and business elites, the Russian government

has become the main driver of media policy.
1.6 Research question

The withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the European Union is one of the most
debated political issues around the world. Brexit is certainly causing numerous debates both
within the United Kingdom and in other states. Undoubtedly, mass media play a crucial role
in shaping and transmitting public opinion and/or the opinion of the government. Russian
media was chosen for the study because two countries have long been in a difficult
relationship. In addition, since 2016 global news articles have often raised the issue of
Russia's interference in the referendum via the social network Twitter. The diploma thesis
examines the image of the UK in the context of Brexit in Russian media. More specifically,
how is the United Kingdom in the process of Brexit presented in Russian pro-government
and opposition media overall and under the circumstances of the accusations in Russian
interference in the referendum?

In order to analyse the articles during the research it was decided to look for the
main thematic lines that appear in the articles during the chosen period of time. The
identification of the main topics allows to trace the evolution of the image of the United
Kingdom in the Russian media.

The second research criterion are emotionally coloured words and phrases. The
emotions which a particular text evokes can significantly influence the reader's perception
of a particular situation or phenomenon. Thus, the recipient, after reading a text, forms a
certain image in his or her mind, in our case, that of Great Britain. Undoubtedly, the emotions
that the author of a text puts into certain words also affect the emotions of the recipient.

The third research criterion is the intertextual context. In order to define an image

of the UK, it is necessary to analyse not only the situational context, but also, and especially,

40 Vartanova, “The Russian Media Model in the Context of Post-Soviet Dynamics™, 121-130.

4 Olessia Koltsova,“News Production in Contemporary Russia: Practices of Power”, in Communication theory
& research: an EJC anthology, ed. by Els de Bens, Peter Golding and Denis McQuail (London: Sage, 2005),
224,
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the intertextual one. At the level of intertextuality hidden intentions of the journalist and the

overall message of the article are revealed.
1.7 Methodology

This research will be conducted on the basis of a critical discourse analysis of
Russian media resources. Critical discourse analysis is one of the forms of application of
discourse analysis, which allows to examine the relationship between production and
perception of the text; it helps to explore group identities, ideologies and motivations.*?

The most prominent figures in critical discourse analysis are Norman Fairclough
and Teun Adrianus van Dijk. Fairclough addresses the concept of critical discourse analysis
in his book “Language and Power”. He argues that language should be understood and
analysed as social interaction through the lens of discourse. Thus, critical discourse analysis
according to Fairclough should include the following steps: description of the text,
interpretation of the relationship between the text and the communication and explanation
of this relationship.

The first stage of the analysis is text description.** This stage is directly related to
the analysis of the text as a whole unit in terms of linguistics. At this stage the attention is
focused on experiential, relational and expressive values of linguistic items. Word’s
experiential values refer to the ideological and semantic content of a word. That is, the same
phenomenon can be described by words with different connotations, depending on the
author's experience. Relational values of the words point out that the choice of a particular
word may depend on the social relations between the participants. While examining
expressive values it is essential to pay attention to the vocabulary containing a negative or
positive evaluation of an event or phenomenon, taking the public's attitudes into account. At
this step it is also very important to examine metaphors as they can perfectly convey
ideological affiliation.

The second stage of critical discourse analysis is interpretation. The formal
characteristics of the text analysed in the first stage of the study cannot be isolated from the
social factor. The relations between the text and society are indirectly mediated by discourse.
The text is interpreted by the audience through the set of common-sense assumptions.

Interpretation is a combination of what is in the text itself and what is in the background of

42 Tom4s Trampota and Martina Vojtéchovska, Metody vyzkumu médii (Praha: Portal, 2010), 181.
4 Norman Fairclough, Language and Power, (London: Longman, 2001),109-138.
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the interpreter, the recipient.**

The stage of interpretation refers to the interpretation of text
and the interpretation of context. The text interpretation is related to the previous stage of
analysis and refers to different meanings of lexical units. The interpretation of context refers
to understanding the meaning of the discourse as a whole. Thus, the context in this case can
be divided into situational and intertextual one.

The situational context defines the facts. The intertextual context allows to define
presupposition. Presuppositions are not properties of texts, they are an aspect of what is the
interpretation of the text producer, what he or she means by writing the text. The
presuppositions can be sincere or manipulative. They also may have ideological function.
Intertextual context involves analysing discourse not from a linguistic perspective, but from
a historical one, taking into account other texts in order to fully perceive the situation or the
phenomenon.

The stage of interpretation makes evident what is generally covered for the
participants. However, it does not explain the relations of power and the ideologies which
common-sense assumptions are based on. For this, the final stage of discourse analysis is
needed.

The third stage of critical discourse analysis is the explanation. While interpretation
is concerned with how the background and the assumptions influence the processing and
understanding of discourse, explanation is concerned with social constitution and the change
of assumptions.*’

Fairclough’s approach to critical discourse analysis is used for the study as it allows
to come to reliable and deeper results. Fairclough’s approach involves not only linguistic
part of the research but also a social and ideological one. However, to the present research
we will add a concept of power from van Dijk’s approach to critical discourse analysis as
this concept is a significant one while analyzing media discourse. Teun van Dijk, like
Fairclough, suggests to analyse discourse through the societal lens and social interaction but
stresses the concept of power. Thus, the aim of critical discourse analysis by Van Dijk is to
identify the relationship between the micro and macro level approach to the analysis of
discourse. Where the micro level is the use of language, verbal communication and discourse

itself, and the macro level is about power, domination and inequality.*®

4 Fairclough, Language and Power, 141-162.
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Power, according to Van Dijk, can be different, depending on the resources that are
used to use this power: the coercive power of the military sphere is based on force, the power
of rich people is based on financial resources, the power of academics and journalists is
determined by knowledge, information and authority. By means of power, certain groups
can control other less powerful groups.

The members of the more powerful group who have access to the discourse and
power within a particular discourse have control over the context, the structure of the spoken
or written text, and the topic that they are also able to change.

Control over discourse is the form of power exercising; meanwhile the control of
people's minds is a fundamental way of reinforcing and exploiting dominance and
hegemony. Firstly, recipients tend to adopt beliefs, knowledge, and opinions by means of a
discourse that is credible for them. Secondly, in some situations, recipients ought to adopt
the content of the discourse. Thirdly, a pubic or media discourse transmits particular values
or knowledge with no opportunity for alternative discourse to emerge. Fourth, recipients
may not have enough knowledge on a topic to oppose the discourse or information they
receive and therefore they adopt the knowledge and values on themselves. 4’

Critical discourse analysis presented by Fairclough combines necessary aspects for
the research and is not limited to linguistics but perceives the discourse in the context of the
society. In addition, interpretation and explanation are of great importance for the paper, as
the intertextual context needs to be taken into account in the study of media discourse. In
addition, the concept of power described by van Dijk is taken into regard as in the context
of media power can be exercised by different agents — government, business, owners of the
media resources. Thus, the present research implies determination of lexical features, which
mostly contain emotional connotations, subsequent identification of their semantic meaning,
distinguishing of the situational context and its intertextual meaning which is reached both
by lexical features and the message itself. Last, it implies explanation of what all these
meanings present, how they are used and what is achieved by means of them regarding the
way editorial offices exercise their power or the power of the officials to influence not only
the agenda of the articles but also the way they are covered.

As stated above, the diploma thesis uses critical discourse analysis of the material

from the official websites of the pro-government TV channel Russia Today and the TV

47 Teun A van Dijk, “Principles of critical discourse analysis”, Discourse & society, 4,10.2 (1993), 254-255.
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channel Z{ooicow (Dozhd), which is perceived to be opposition one. These particular media
are chosen for the study because in addition to domestic policy, they also cover the
international sector. The choice of Russia Today can be explained by the fact that it is an
international channel funded by Russian government and it is also considered to be
propagandistic. The choice of the Joowcos (Dozhd) news channel is determined by the fact
that it is one of the popular opposition media in Russia which is familiar to a large number
of Russian citizens. Joowcob (Dozhd) covers those events in Russia and worldwide which the
federal channels may not even mention. However, it is worth mentioning that /Joo«cow
(Dozhd) is not as popular as federal channels due to the fact that in Russia opposition media
is not enjoying full freedom.

It is also essential to note that in August 2021, Joowcos (Dozhd) was added to the
Register of Foreign Mass Media Performing the Functions of a Foreign Agent in Russia. A
foreign agent in Russia is a person or organization which, from the Russian state's point of
view, receives funding from abroad and is involved in political activities, spreading
information as a mass media or collecting military and technical information. In March, 2022
the channel as almost all opposition media was forced by the Russian government to stop
transmitting. These facts that a selected media has been placed on this list are a confirmation
of its oppositional nature.

Articles from the time period from June 23, 2016 to 2018 will be selected for this
research. This timeframe is suitable for the study as the Brexit referendum took place in
2016, and later the Great Britain and EU states accused Russia in interference in the
referendum.

The analysis will rely on news articles covering the process of the UK's exit from
the European Union; local experts' comments and analysis on Brexit and their reflections on
future scenarios. The research analyses 200 articles (69 from the channel Dozhd and 131
from Russia Today). The amount of articles from these two sources is not equal as the
opposition channel does not tend to cover international news a lot; it is mostly concerned

with domestic politics.
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2 Opposition Media “/Joscos” (Dozhd)

This chapter of the thesis represents the results of the research dedicated to the
image of Britain in the Russian pro-governmental and opposition media. However, in order
to analyse Russian media sources, it is necessary to understand the exact model adhered to
by the media in Russia.

Dozhd, as an opposition media, covers mainly domestic problems in Russia,
criticising the current authorities and covering those local events in the country that are
usually omitted in the federal media. However, the channel also reports on international
events and news, especially those that have a major impact on the rest of the world. Brexit
is certainly one of them. As the channel does not specialise in foreign politics, the number
of articles on Brexit is significantly lower than those in the pro-governmental Russia Today.
Thus, in order to analyze the image of Britain in the context of Brexit in the opposition
media, 69 articles were selected. These articles then were divided into the following
categories depending on their content: referendum results and consequences; the EU-UK

negotiation process; and Russian interference in the Brexit referendum.
2.1 The referendum results and consequences

In the articles of the opposition media informing about the results of the
referendum, predominant characteristics of the events are “momanvnoe pazoenenue’ (“total
division”)*, “noaumuuecxuii xaoc” (“political chaos”)* and “nanuxa” (“panic”).>* One of
the key threats to the UK is its fragmentation and inability to keep its territories: “umo 6ydem
danvuie Heuzgecmuo, Ho peuieHue o 6vixode uz EC nopoouno cepvesmvie npobdiemsl
omHocumenbHo 6yoyue2o coeouneHno2o koponescmaa’ (“what happens next is unclear, but

the decision to leave the EU has caused serious problems about the future of the United
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Jloowcow, July 2, 2016,
https://tvrain.ru/teleshow/bbc_na_dozhde/chto_budet_esli_soedinennoe korolevstvo nachnet raspadatsja-
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Kingdom”). ! The journalists therefore see the salvation in preserving the status quo, which
is “Oeticmeumenvro coxpanenuem” (“indeed the preservation”)*? of the United Kingdom.
The results of the referendum are perceived as a grave mistake from which a "major
lesson" should be learned. “Jlroou donoxcnvr nputimu xk ocoznanuro, xax um Hyscen EC”
(“People need to realize how badly they need the EU”)>® — the article emphasises that despite
the mistake, there is still an opportunity to rectify the situation. But “sxcnepmur ckopbHo
noxauusaiom z2onosoti” (“experts shake their heads mournfully”)>* which means that even
though the majority of parliamentarians do not support the decision, they will be obliged, to
their great regret, to implement the people's decision. However, this is not a problem only
for the UK, but also for the EU, as the withdrawal of one country is “a giant shock to the
system that was built in Europe” and undermines the concept of European integration —
“Hapywena noeuxa pazumus e8pOnetcKo20 KOHMUHEeHmMA 3a nocieonue oecsmuiemus’
(“the logic of the development of the European continent over the past decades has been
broken”). >° In one of the articles, Brexit was described as “the twilight of Europe”, referring
to the domino effect and subsequent withdrawal of other countries from the European
Union.’® Nevertheless, the tough negotiation process between the two sides and the
economic consequences demonstrate an unfavourable example for other countries, as
summarised by the correspondent of the Dozhd: “bpexcum ne evienaoum rxax mo, umo
3axouem noemopumsv kakasa-iuoo cmpana’ (“Brexit does not look like something that any

country would want to repeat”). >’

There is also the matter concerning EU citizens who live
and work in the UK - how their residency will now be regulated is unclear, which brings

shock anxiety.’®
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The Dozhd clearly supported the campaign against Brexit, noting that the
arguments of David Cameron and his allies were “a6contomno payuonanvnvie” (“absolutely
rational”), while the campaign for leaving the EU was based on an emotional appeal:
“nobeouna na pepepenoyme uounnuveckas Anenus, Anenus 3enieHvix nacmouwy, yepkeel Ha
xoamax, Auenus UKMOPUAHCKOU SN0XU, Koeda Beruxkoopumanus pyauna noio8uHou mupa.
Ha smoii hocmanveuueckoii nHome npomusnukam EC nonyuunoce eviuepams” (“it was an
idyllic England that won the referendum, an England of green pastures, of churches on the
hills, an England of the Victorian era, when Great Britain ruled over half of the world. On
this nostalgic tone, the opponents of the EU managed to win”).>

Great emphasis is put on the economic consequences, and the stabilisation
predictions for the future are, as the media notes, disappointing: “npedbpexcummozo
cocmosiHusa bpumanckou éanome 6yoem 00CMUSHYMb CLOJHCHO, eClid 8000uje 803MONCHO ™
(“a pre-Brexit condition for the British currency will be difficult, if not impossible to
achieve”)®. It proves the unfavourable economic environment in the UK. “@yum pyxuyn”
(“The pound has crashed down”)®! - it represents the instability of the currency and its
extremely steep decline. The first economic consequences are described by journalists with
rather harsh phrases that carry clear negative connotations: “peinku nuxopaoum” (“the
markets are shaking with fever”), “6uporcu 6 wioxe” (“the stock exchanges are in shock™)%?.

The Dozhd channel, being in opposition to the Kremlin, stresses that such an
outcome is very welcome in the Russian government, that it is in the interests of the current
Kremlin, of the current political leaders, concluding that “g kxpemne ne no6sm Bpioccens, ne
nobsam EC” (“the Kremlin does not like Brussels, it does not like the EU”).%® The Kremlin
expresses its hope for a bilateral regulation of relations between Russia and the UK after the
country leaves the EU.%

Thus, the first articles after the announcement of the referendum results, dealing

with the analysis of the vote, the initial consequences and the possible future, are highly
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61 Daria Merinova, “Kax muwwumapaep Jxopmx Copoc 3apabortan Ha Gpakcure”, Joxcow, June 28, 2016,
https://tvrain.ru/teleshow/koroche/kak milliarder dzhordzh soros_zarabotal na_breksite-
412206/?from=incut_wide (accessed March 25, 2022).

62 Sotnikov, “Brixox Bpuranuu u3 EC: uto 310 3Ha4NT”.

83 Trudolyubov, ,,JKak MOXHO CMATYHMTE PE3YIBTATHI®,

64 B Kpemie NpOKOMMEHTHpOBaNM WTOTH pedepeHayma o Bhixoje Bemukobputanuu us EBpocorosza®,
Jlooicow, June 24,2016, https://tvrain.ru/news/kremlin_exit-412011/ (accessed March 21, 2022).

24


https://tvrain.ru/teleshow/bbc_na_dozhde/brexit-418906/
https://tvrain.ru/teleshow/koroche/kak_milliarder_dzhordzh_soros_zarabotal_na_breksite-412206/?from=incut_wide
https://tvrain.ru/teleshow/koroche/kak_milliarder_dzhordzh_soros_zarabotal_na_breksite-412206/?from=incut_wide
https://tvrain.ru/news/kremlin_exit-412011/

negative and possibly disapproving. The dominant characteristics are “chaos”, “panic”,
“shock” and so on. The image of Britain in the context of Brexit at this stage contains
instability, an inability to predict what will happen next, a lack of public awareness of the
EU's functioning, and uncertainty about the future of the United Kingdom itself, since
Scotland actively supports the EU. The UK's position in these circumstances is characterised
as precarious and losing. Furthermore, the uncertainty, according to the discursive analysis
of the articles, is also evident in the attitudes of the people who voted for Brexit themselves.
Their decision is sometimes presented as impulsive, as a kind of protest without giving much
consideration to what it might actually lead to. It is also worth noting that in the articles, the
Dozhd channel often refers to foreign sources and quotations of UK and EU representatives.
In this way the channel tries to cover the issue from both sides as much as possible, but both

UK and EU representatives have a similarly negative view on Brexit.
2.2 The EU-UK negotiation process

The next thematic block includes articles covering the process of negotiations
between the UK and the EU and the difficulties each side has encountered. It is worth
mentioning here that one of the articles refers to the process of leaving the EU as “nopounwiii
kpya" (“vicious circle”)® highlighting how complex, unclear and confusing the process of
negotiation between London and Brussels is.

It is curious to note that the process of Britain's withdrawal from the EU, which is
marked with difficult negotiations and internal misbalance in the United Kingdom, the
Dozhd compares to the cinematography of Alfred Hitchcock.%® The director was known for
his ability to create an atmosphere of anxiety and suspense, to whip up tension. Thus Brexit,
according to the opposition media Dozhd, is unpredictable making people follow the
situation with considerable apprehension. This characterisation is reinforced by the
following phrases: “pazeopom na 180 epadycos” (“a 180-degree turn), “napacmanue
Hanpsocenus” (“tension escalates”) and ‘“npedckazyemocmv OpumanHckou ROAUMUKU

ocmanacy odanexko ¢ npouwnom” (“the predictability of British politics is a thing of the
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past”).®” In this thematic block of articles, the UK and Brexit are further given a cinematic
image: “‘6éca ucmopus npespawaemcsi 8 IUXO 3AKPYYEHHBIU MPULLEP C HeUu38eCMmHbIM
konyom” (“the whole story turns into a dashingly twisted thriller with an unknown
ending”).%®

In addition to this, another very vivid comparison that Brexit has acquired is the
divorce of two spouses: “kax Opowennwiii cynpye EC 2oeopum, umo bpumanus no-
npedCcHeMy OO0IHCHA BHOCUMb CPeOCMEA 8 NPOEKMbl, KOMOopble DbLIU NPUHAMbL 00 MO20, KAK
OHU pewunu yxooumv. JIOHOOH Yoice 3as18uUll, KaK U NOJONCEHO NPU pa3zeode, Ymo 5mo
cauwxom mnozo” (“as an abandoned spouse, the EU says that Britain still has to contribute
to the projects that were undertaken before they decided to leave. London has already
declared, as it should in a divorce, that it is too much”).®’ In other words, using such a
metaphor, the author of the article once again emphasises the complexity and desperation of
the process and further adds: “xzonuyms dsepwvio, 3a6pame demeti u yiimu Kk mame KOHEUHO
MOJCHO, HO NOMOM NPUOEMCsL 00J120-00]20 MACKAMbCA NO CYOAM U 8eCU Nepe208opbl,
pe3yibmama KOmopwix HUKmo npeockazams ve moxcem” (“you can slam the door, take the
children and go to your mother, but then you will have to go to court and negotiate for a
long, long time, and no one can predict the outcome”).”” The metaphor of “divorce”, which
describes the EU-British relationship, appears quite often in the articles and sometimes it
acquires a more striking tone: “nepenanxu medxcoy paccmarowumucs cynpyeamu 8 cemve’”’

(“the skirmishes between divorcing spouses in the family”).”!

At this point it is no longer
just a question of divorce, as “nepenanxa” (“skirmish”) connotes a hysterical dispute,
without any of the sides reaching an agreement.

Particular attention in these articles is paid to Theresa May. The image of the
country's political leader tends to correspond to the image of the state itself. In this situation,
Theresa May, as well as the UK itself, finds herself in a very difficult position: “mesrcoy

MOJIOMOM U HAKOBANIbHElU — 00oMa mpebyrom uzmenums ycinosus, EC— ne xomsam menams”
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(“between a hammer and an anvil - there are demands at home to change the terms, and the
EU does not want to change them”).”” But the situation is not just difficult, but rather
hopeless and desperate: “Tepesza Meii ¢ bproccene noimaemcs, mounee meumaem 00OUMbCSL
xomw kaxkux-mo eaparnmuti om audepos EC” (“Theresa May is trying, or rather dreaming, of
getting some kind of guarantee from EU officials in Brussel”).”®

The situation in the British parliament also reflects the situation in the state itself:
“cumyayus 6 cocmoanuu xaoca” (“the situation is in chaos”), “6 naparamenme pazouma
narama obwun Ha mHoxcecmso @paxyuu” (“the House of Commons is split into many
fractions™), “anenuuane packonromol nononam u nomom na yemsepmunxu’ (“the English are
split in half and then in quarters”).”* This once again conveys Britain's instability, both
among citizens and at the level of the political elite. The country is divided and politically in
crisis: “npomus Meui u napramenmapuu. He eepsim eti u anenuuane” (“the parliamentarians
are against May. And neither do the British people believe her”).”> The Dozhd repeatedly
stresses that some ministers are resigning because of deep disagreements with the Prime
Minister.”® And even the most passionate Eurosceptics are beginning to express frustration
with how negotiations between the EU and the United Kingdom are now proceeding: “ama
Meuma ymupaem, 3a0blxasice om bOecnonesnol HeysepennHocmu 6 cebe’” (“this dream is
dying, suffocated by futile insecurity”).”’

Therefore, following the announcement of the referendum results and the start of
negotiations between the EU and the United Kingdom, the image of the UK has slightly
changed, taking on new nuances. Previously, the image of the UK in the context of Brexit
had been correlated with words such as “chaos” and “panic”. Since the start of the
negotiations, this characterisation has only intensified, as fears of the collapse of the United

Kingdom have been supplemented by the real problems faced by the government. Namely,
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an internal split in the country's political elite. In addition, Britain has acquired a rather
'capricious' image of a spouse during divorce. Overall, at this stage, Britain has acquired the
image of a stressed state, unable to come to an agreement not only with its external partners,
but also with its own parliament. The future of the United Kingdom here still remains

uncertain.
2.3 Russian interference in the Brexit referendum

In 2017, the first statements were made by the UK about Russia's probable
interference in the Brexit referendum. It is considered that Russia tried to influence the
referendum result by means of internet bots on Twitter, which influenced the opinion of
British citizens through emotion. Undoubtedly, statements by the UK politicians and the
issue of Russia's possible involvement in the voting itself were reflected in media articles.

The Dozhd channel highlighted the harshness and radicality of the prime minister's
first statements about the cyber-attack by Russia: “ouma oeticmeumenvno nu pasy ne
vickasvisanacy max pesko” (“she has really never expressed herself so harshly”).”® The
harshness of the statements only intensified throughout the time.” The Kremlin's response
was also reported in the articles. However, the Dozhd channel tends to cite Russian
politicians and disassociate Russia, and hence itself, from the Russian government. This
impression is created due to the fact that when presenting Russia's response statement, it is

I

the Kremlin or the particular person who made the statement: “Zakharova said” or “in
Zakharova’s opinion”.%

As mentioned above, Dozhd explicitly states that Brexit is in the interests of the
current Russian government. Consequently, there could be various actions undertaken by the
Kremlin to motivate the United Kingdom to leave the EU. For instance, the Dozhd, referring
to a foreign source, reports that "Businessman Arron Banks, one of the most well-known

sponsors and supporters of the UK's withdrawal from the European Union, has frequently
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"81 and has been involved in “business schemes” with

been in contact with Russian officials
Russia.®? Here the word “scheme” in combination with business implies a rather suspicious
and negative context, as in Russia business schemes are sometimes associated with
something that is not pure and fair. According to the sources, the Russian side was interested
in supporting the Brexit sponsor so that the referendum would favour the Kremlin. %
However, it should be noted that the channel is rather objective about the
information it publishes. The articles do not include specific statements from the side of
Dozhd and do not confirm the interference. They use such lexical units as “3anodospun”
(“suspected”)*, “Oomycmuna, umo Ha pesynbmamvi 2010C08AHUS MO2NU NOGNUAMD
unocmpannwvie cocyoapcmesa’” (“‘admits that the voting results could have been influenced by

foreign states”).®®

Nevertheless, as the investigations and examinations of Twitter accounts
went on, more concrete information emerged which was backed up by quantitative data,
which is considered reliable as these are concrete numbers: “oxono 150 meicay meummep-
axkxayumoe uz Poccuu” (“about 150 thousand twitter accounts from Russia”)*, “ko owro
pepepenoyma 24 uronsa onu nybauxosanu yoce 39 moicau meumos” (“by the day of the
referendum on 24 June they had already published 39 thousand tweets™).%” Further, one of
the articles stresses that it raises questions about the true scale of the propaganda campaign
in Russia®®, which operates not only inside the country, but also abroad; and one of the goals

of such accounts is to influence teenagers, who are most frequently affected by the emotional

factors online.
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Also, the rain channel emphasises that the United Kingdom intends to defend its
interests as well as those of the EU and to resists disinformation from other states.®® The
correspondent described this as “mamexnyna, umo y nux ecmo obwuii Hedoopodicerameins, ¢
Komopwvim aydue cnpasiimoscsa cooowa” (“a hint that they have a common enemy that is
better dealt with together”).”® The channel also notes that “Britain doesn't want to revert to
the Cold War or to be in a constant confrontation which represents the UK as a country that
aims for global cooperation in the world. °!

Despite the Kremlin's denial of any cyber-attacks, the Dozhd channel published an
interview with a former employee of a so-called “troll factory”” who was involved in writing
comments on US media websites: “Obira yenb — nosiusmo Ha MHeHUe, 6bl8eCMU HA
ouckyccuro” (“the aim was to influence opinion, to generate discussion”).”? Thus, the
opposition channel confirms the existence of such organisations and reveals their key
methods, which could have been applied not only in the US, but also in European countries.
Applying mass psychology to their approach, the “trolls” may influence the voting results
not only abroad, but also actively use this technique in their own countries.”

London-Moscow relations are weighed down not only by Russia's interference in
Brexit, but also by several other factors. For example, the oligarchy or the Skripal poisoning,
around which a “sudden scandal” between Russia and the UK has erupted. The Dozhd
channel points to the already fiery dialogue between London and Moscow, which is
escalating as the situation evolves.”* There are some rather harsh words on the subject:
“kpumunanvuvie oenveu uz Poccuu” (“‘criminal money from Russia”), “omcrooa moou u

i

dena, komopvim He ouenb paowl” (“hence people and affairs that are not very welcome™),

“Oenveu pyccroii maghuu” (“Russian mafia money”).”” It is worth noting that the channel
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Dozhd, being in opposition to the government and the people close to it, covers these issues
quite neutrally, in some cases accepting the accusations as well.

Thus, the articles of the Dozhd channel, which deal with Russia's involvement in
Brexit, are mostly informative in their nature. Such articles mainly contain references to
political officials of both sides or to foreign sources. The Dozhd channel does not openly
state that the Russian government interfered in the referendum but provides data that
confirms the existence of a "troll factory" in the country. It is worth noting that at this stage
the image of Britain in the opposition media has slightly changed. It does not address the
United Kingdom's fragmentation, which was highlighted in previous articles. Now Britain
is acquiring the image of a certain "protector" of the European continent from the common
threat - Russia. Moreover, it addresses the EU as an ally whose security they will also defend
despite Brexit. In addition, by citing different British personalities they create an image of
the UK's honesty and objectivity on this issue. That is, initially they were only suppositions;
it was claimed that there was no concrete evidence, only opinions. But over time, as more
confirmations of the interference were announced, the British side adopted a tougher stance

on Russia.
2.4 The overall image of Great Britain in the opposition media Dozhd

Thus, having traced the three major thematic lines in the Dozhd articles from June
2016 to 2018, we can see how the image of the United Kingdom has evolved. Initially,
following the announcement of the results and the early consequences, Britain was
characterised as a divided state that had made a fatal mistake. In fact, it was the mistake that
could bring great losses for the country - both economically and even territorially. However,
this image was dominated by a sense of regret for what the consequences of this mistake
would be. Then there were the negotiations between the UK and the European Union about
how exactly Brexit would happen, and on what terms the two sides would cooperate. In this
part, the image of a divided Britain was only reinforced by disagreements within the
country's political elite. Britain has an uncertain future and a tense atmosphere both
domestically and at the negotiating table with the European Union. In addition, Britain
acquired "capriciousness" to its overall image, as there were “skirmishes”, countries failed
to reach an agreement, some ministers resigned - an atmosphere of chaos and anxiety in the
country was intensified. Russia's interference in Brexit is regarded as a separate issue. As

noted above, the focus through which one looks at the UK has slightly changed in such
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articles. There is no longer an emphasis on panic and chaos. Much of the content is
informative and based on citations. Nevertheless, the United Kingdom here takes on a more
just and somehow heroic image. It is a nation that will defend its own interests and those of
its neighbours. Due to the fact that in the first articles on Russian interference in the
referendum the channel pointed all the statements as suppositions and opinions that have no
concrete evidence yet, Britain gets the image of a fair and objective state. As the
investigations evolved, the claims became more radicalised.

It is worth noting that the opposition channel Dozhd definitely uses emotionally
coloured words in its texts (chaos, panic), as well as a rather large number of metaphors and
comparisons - Hitchcock movie, England of green pastures and etc. Such lexical features
clearly convey the opinion of the channel's editorial office about the situation and influence
the readers' perception as they evoke certain emotions. Moreover, with the help of these
features, not only the situational context is evident, but most importantly, the intertextual
one - in addition to communicating information, the authors create a certain image of the
country during this period. The intertextual context is particularly clear in the thematic block
devoted to Russian interference in the referendum - the Dozhd does not openly state the
interference as the fact, but by means of certain articles and citations implicitly admits that
it was possible.

In sum, the image of Britain in the opposition media Dozhd has not changed
dramatically over the two years, but has acquired new shades and characteristics, depending
on how exactly the country's leaders have expressed themselves, what actions they have

undertaken and how they have reacted to the challenges.
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3 Pro-governmental media Russia Today

This section of the thesis contains the results of the analysis of articles from the pro-
Kremlin media outlet Russia Today. Russia Today is a Russian channel broadcasting in
different languages in different countries and funded by the Russian government. The
channel is considered propagandistic because it pursues Moscow's agenda. At the end of
February 2022, due to Russia's invasion on the territory of Ukraine, the broadcasting of this
channel on the territory of the European Union was blocked.

As one of the fields of focus of RT is international news, the number of articles on
Brexit in the selected timeframe was significantly higher than in the opposition channel
Dozhd. Thus, 131 articles were selected to analyse the image of the UK in the pro-
governmental media. The articles of RT channel were further divided into the same thematic
blocks as those of the opposition channel Dozhd, namely referendum results and
consequences; the EU-UK negotiation process; and Russian interference in the Brexit

referendum.
3.1 The referendum results and consequences

RT portrays the process of voting on Brexit as a kind of game or competition: “yorce
He cmo2ym ux doeHams” (“they can't catch up”)’®, “eneped svipwisanuce mo espockenmuxu,
mo espoonmumucmut”’ (“once the Eurosceptics, once the Eurooptimists, were ahead”).”’

The decision of the British to leave the European Union is quite positively evaluated
by RTs. This is especially highlighted when reporters justify the reasons that influenced the
decision of the population of the country: “pecyrapnvie mpamwvr Jlonoona ma
ooweesponetickue Hyxcoor” (“regular London expenditures on common European

needs”).”®

Furthermore, the principle of European integration is, as RT notes, confusing and
uncomfortable®®. In this context Britain is seen as a victim of an all-powerful European
Union, which is very restrictive towards its members and unable to provide the right level

of security in the countries that comprise it. Calling Britain a proud Albion, RT stresses that

%  “BemukobpuTaHus mnporojocosana 3a BeIxog u3  EC”, Russia Today, June 24, 2016,

https://russian.rt.com/article/309259-velikobritaniya-progolosovala-za-vyhod-iz-es (accessed April 12, 2022).
7 Ibid.

%8 Ibid.
9 “Koncrantun Kocaués: BpekcuT mokasai, 4Tto €BpOMHTErpalus HEMOHATHA Hacenenuto”, Russia Today,
June 24, 2016, https://russian.rt.com/article/309293-konstantin-kosachyov-brexit-pokazal-chto-

evrointegraciya-neponyatna (accessed April 12, 2022).
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the country can no longer be under EU control, but rather seeks institutional benefits and
freedom of decision-making. '

RT, just like the channel Dozhd, expresses the possibility of future EU instability:
“Mooicem noocmecHymv €8POCKENMUKO8 U CHPOBOYUPOBAMb AHANOSUUHbIE MEPbl CO
cmoponwt Opyeux cmpan’” (“could encourage Eurosceptics and provoke similar actions from
other countries™).!’! However, this possibility is expressed here without fear, but rather as
the will of the people. Furthermore, the so-called domino effect is seen by RT as a very likely
scenario. The channel lists a number of countries which have their own complaints against
Brussels and particular national ambitions, as well as justifying the reasons that might
motivate countries to leave the EU.!% RT even gives the names of future EU exit processes:
Grexit, Frexit, Quittaly and others, referring to this as an “napadom ewvixoodos” (‘“‘exit
parade™).!% The word “parade” generally carries a positive connotation and implies pride,
which indicates a certain approval of both Brexit and possible other exit processes by the
Kremlin. RT thus criticises the EU itself, stating that the unifying principles of the EU
become the reason for countries to leave the union.!**

In addition to the possible collapse of the EU, RT also points to instability and
difficulties within the UK itself: “eduncmeo cmpamnwi oxascemces 6o noo yoapom ™ (“the
country's unity will again come under attack”).!% Brexit itself is perceived as the will of the
population, with which the country's governing elite does not agree. The image of the UK in
this context is therefore quite complex: on the one hand, there is a population that is fighting
for their rights and fairly rejects membership in the European Union. On the other hand, a
government which, for the most part, is against Brexit and wants to preserve membership

ignoring the will of the population, according to RT.

100 Nadezhda Alekseeva, “JloHmon, rya-0ail: 4ro 3Hauar 3asBleHUs MbdH 0 BbIXO#E bpuTaHuu us3
eBpormeiickoro peiaka”, Russia Today, January 17, 2017, https://russian.rt.com/world/article/351119-breksit-
tereza-mey (accessed April 12, 2022).

101 “BenukoGputanus mporosocosana 3a Beixoa u3 EC”.

102 “Washington Post Ha3pana emé mects kaHIUIATOB Ha Bbixon w3 EC”, Russia Today, June 25, 2016,
https://russian.rt.com/article/309435-washington-post-nazvala-eschyo-shest-kandidatov-na (accessed April
12, 2022).
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https://russian.rt.com/article/309492-parad-vyhodov-kak-nazovut-sleduyuschie-referendumy-ob ~ (accessed
April 12,2022).

104 «“3hpext moMUHO: 0OBeqUHAIOMIE TPUHIANE EC CTaHOBSTCS IPUMMHON BBIXO/IA CTPaH U3 coro3a”, Russia
Today, March 25,2017, https://russian.rt.com/world/article/372172-italiya-franciya-es-breksit (accessed April
13,2022).

105 “3gc-map Jlonmona B untepsbio RT: Beiiing u3 EC, GpUTaHIBI OCTABAT MO/ yAap €IMHCTBO CTPaHbI”,
Russia Today, June 27, 2016, https://russian.rt.com/article/309767-eks-mer-londona-v-intervyu-rt-vyidya
(accessed April 12, 2022).
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Instability in the UK not only implies different views of the population and the
political elite, but also regional disagreements. For example, the issue of Scottish
independence has become more critical after Brexit. Scotland's intentions are expressed
firmly: “Dounbype mpedbyem coxpanume ons Illomaanouu pwinox EC” (“Edinburgh
demands to preserve the EU market for Scotland”)!%, but London continues to ignore
Edinburgh's voice.!”” Listing the problems the Kingdom would face in case of Scottish
secession, RT concludes that it is dangerous for the British authorities to completely ignore
Edinburgh's discontent.!®® And Edinburgh itself is “waxooumcsa na pacnymve” (“at a
crossroads™).!” Despite this, the channel again criticises London for not caring about the
domestic situation in the country: “ons xoponesvr Enuszasemuor Il u Tepesvr Mboii sonpoc
omoenenus [llomaranouu — ne nepsocmenennwviii” (“for Queen Elizabeth II and Theresa
May, the issue of secession of Scotland is not a primary concern”).!'® Moreover, the articles
are quite negative about London's policy on Scotland: “6 ouepeonoti paz pewius 3a ckommos
ux cyon6y” (“once again having decided the destiny of the Scots on their behalf”).!!!

The channel uses the phrase “the Kingdom is storming”!!? to describe the general
internal situation in the UK or “the crack in the crown”!*, highlighting the country's
uncertain and fragile position. However, it seems that the pro-governmental channel will
also support the internal split in the UK and take the side of Scotland, calling the
independence referendum a great achievement.!'* Apart from Scotland, attention is also paid
to separatist sentiment in Northern Ireland, as it is very important for the region to maintain

the status quo regarding the border. There is also an emphasis here on the incompetence of

106 Nadezhda Alekseeva and Kristina Khlusova, “Ciyunrcst nu “MHHA-GPEKCHT’: 9TO MOXKET 3aCTABHTH

[Motnanguto  mokuHyTh  Coenmun€HHoe  KoponesctBo”, Russia  Today, January 31, 2017,
https://russian.rt.com/world/article/355039-breksit-shotlandiya-velikobritaniya-vyhod (accessed April 12,
2022)
107 Tbid.
108 Ibid.
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He3aBucuMoctu”, Russia Today, March 28, 2017, https://russian.rt.com/world/article/373099-shotlandiya-
velikobritaniya-referendum-breksit-es (accessed April 13, 2022).
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'3 Dmitrii Fedorov, “Tpemuna B kopome: modemy LloTmanmus m Y2JIbc HaMepeHBI NPEMSATCTBOBATH
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london (accessed April 13,2022).
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the authorities regarding certain issues: “Hecnocobnocmu Tepeswvr Mdii 3axniouums coenxy
¢ Eepocorwszom u J[yonunom” (“Theresa May's failure to make a deal with the EU and
Dublin”).!> The fact that London is unable to negotiate with the European Union in a way
that does not conflict with Northern Ireland's interests is precisely the reason for the rise of
nationalist sentiment, according to RT: “pacmywee nedosonvcmeo necnocobnocmovio
enacmeti nPogecmu Nepe2osopvl N0 OPEKCUmMy MOodHcem CMams NOAUMUYECKUM Ko3bipem”
(“growing dissatisfaction with the authorities' inability to negotiate on Brexit could become
a political trump card”).!'® Calling this situation a political trump card, the channel once
again creates the image of some kind of card game between London and the opposition, in
which the latter now have the best chance of winning.

Brexit is presented as a mistake, but not a mistake in the decision itself, but a
mistake made by David Cameron.!!” RT accuses the UK government not of Brexit, but of
failing to satisfy the population and correctly understand the mood in the country.!''®

Nevertheless, despite the generally positive attitude towards Britain's exit from the
EU, RT is quite clear about the negative consequences that will affect the Kingdom after
Brexit: “spems szamamyms nosca” (“time to tighten the belts”)!'’, “puuowcennvie
opexcumom” (“humiliated by Brexit™).!?° Solving all these problems will be a “costly affair”
for London.'?!

Despite the negative consequences, RT reports the results of a poll showing that the
British are happy about the launch of the Brexit procedure.'?* In the context of the negative

effects that the kingdom's citizens will face or have already faced, the publication of this

!5 Nadezhda Alekseeva and Aleksandr Bovdunov, “Omua GONBIION 3HAK BONpPOCA: KaK OPEKCHT MOXKET
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survey constructs around Britons an image of commitment and a willingness to endure these
effects for the sake of the future.

Speaking about the UK itself, RT notes that London is planning to regain its lost
influence.'?* However, the channel views London's ambitions with a slight degree of irony
and scepticism: “geprymsv cebe cmamyc He3a8UCUMOU 0ePHCABbL U XOMs Dbl 4aCmb ObLL02O
senuuusi. Oonako Jlonoon e npocuuman 3apauee yuepd” (“to regain its status as an
independent power and at least some of its former greatness. However, London has not
calculated the losses in advance”).!?* Great emphasis is also placed on London's relationship
with Washington, in which the UK once again falls under a strong influence: “Jlonoon
6cec0a npucmpausaics 6 ¢papeamepe Bawunemona” (“London has always aligned itself

”)125’

with Washington “bpumanusi mpaouyuoHHO BbLICMYNALA 8 POIU MPOSAHCKO20 KOHSL

Coeounénnvix [lImamos 6 Egpocoroze’ (“Britain has traditionally been the Trojan horse of
the United States in the European Union”).!2¢

The pro-governmental media also highlights the fact that this outcome of the British
referendum is favourable for Russia. However, unlike the channel Dozhd, RT writes with a
certain amount of irony and refuses the Kremlin's interest in the UK withdrawal from the
EU.'?" Britain is already acquiring the image of a kind of accuser, who seeks any attempt to
"whitewash" itself. While Russia is put in the position of a victim or a distraction. '?®

Thus, the articles of RT channel dealing with the results of the referendum, its first
consequences and reactions are more neutral in nature with a slight degree of approval of the
population's decision. It is worth noting that Brexit itself is presented as a game - a game
between Eurosceptics and Eurooptimists, as well as a game between the centre of the country
and the regions. Britain, in the context of relations with the EU, has the image of a victim
who has finally decided to get rid of the EU and pursue an independent and autonomous
policy. However, when it comes to contradictions within the country between the population

and the government or the centre and the regions, then RT criticises the government and

123 Nadezhda Alekseeva, “KopomeBckue ambuuuy: kak BenmkoOpHTaHHS HaMepeHa GOpPOTHCS 3a CTATYC
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velikobritania-imperskie-ambicii (accessed April 13, 2022).

124 Tbid.
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YMEHBIIICHNE TMOAJEPKKH aHTUpoccuiickux cankmuii B EC”, Russia Today, October 11, 2018,
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127 “Bunosar [TyTuH: kak 3ana/ OTpearupoBai Ha GpUTaHCKUi pedepenaym”.

128 Solomatina, “3akat “pycodo6ckoit rpymsr”.

37


https://russian.rt.com/world/article/426376-velikobritania-imperskie-ambicii
https://russian.rt.com/world/article/426376-velikobritania-imperskie-ambicii
https://russian.rt.com/world/article/562939-britaniya-sankcii-podderzhka-es

writes about the incapacity and incompetence of the political elite to satisfy the residents of
the kingdom. And, consequently, in the context of relations London vs. regions and
population, the role of a victim is taken over by the latter. Moreover, when it comes to the
negative consequences that the population will face, RT seems to appreciate the commitment
of the people and empathise with them. Thus, the UK is presented in the pro-governmental

RT media as both oppressed and oppressing at the same time.
3.2 The EU-UK negotiation process

The next thematic block of articles focuses on the process of negotiations between
the United Kingdom and the European Union as well as the difficulties experienced by the
parties in reaching an agreement on how and under what conditions Britain will leave the
EU.

In general, the pro-government RT channel presents the negotiation process as a
kind of theatrical play: “epomkue 3anenenus no-npescnemy 6yoym 38yuame, uepas poib

2

wiupmul u 36yKkoeoti 3asecwt” (“loud statements will still be made, playing the role of a screen

and a voice curtain”). '%°

It is also noted that the process of the UK leaving the EU will be very difficult for
both sides: “nackonvko boneznennvim mosxcem cmamo pazeoo” (“how painful a divorce can
become”).!*" But at the same time RT justifies this risk by arguing that by going through
these difficulties Britain will become a free from the EU state.'*' In Russia, there is a rather
strong belief that in order to achieve a "bright future" and any successes, it is necessary to
sacrifice yourself and "suffer", and then that success will be more significant and prominent.
Given this, the difficulties faced by Britain are perceived by the pro-Russian media as
something necessary that the people have to go through for their own future.

In the process of the Brexit negotiations, RT creates an image of a relationship
between a child and a teacher or mentor, with the EU being the elder and "punishing" the
UK for its mistake: “umo6ws1 Oonvuie Hukomy nosaomno ne 6wi10” (“‘so that everyone else will

be disciplined”).!*> Thus, Brussels also intends to "educate" other countries: “Bproccens

ceoell  OecCKOMNPOMUCCHOU NO3uyuell HaMepeH npenooamv YpoK OpyuM CMpaHam

129 “Bc¢é mo-s3pocnomy: 3auem Osutang rpo3ut Moii kécTkum cuenapuem Opexcura”’, Russia Today, October
21, 2016, https://russian.rt.com/world/article/327504-olland-mei-zhyostkii-breksit (accessed April 12, 2022).
130 Tbid.

B “3kcmepr onenun curyanuio B BennkoOpuranun Ha done Gpexcura”, Russia Today, December 13, 2018,
https://russian.rt.com/world/news/582862-breksit-ekspert-mei (accessed April 14, 2022).
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Espocoroza” (“Brussels intends to teach other EU countries a lesson with its
uncompromising position”).!*> However, over time the EU just got tired of dealing with
London. ** Media emphasises that the EU is indeed treating the UK as its capricious,
annoying, and unpredictable child, which is now only making life more difficult, therefore
they want to end the Brexit deal as quickly as possible. But at the same time, the EU is
“noonusaem macna 6 oconv” (“pouring oil into the fire”), that is, it aggravates the already
tough situation for British politicians. ¥

In this thematic block, the UK-EU negotiation process is also dominantly
characterised as “divorce”.!*® Maintaining the image of divorce, RT also characterises the
supposed solutions of both sides: “ruwuswucs unancosoii nooddepocu ceoezo
KOHMUHEHMANbHO20 CYnpyed, OCmposHas Benuxobpumarus ébiHyicoeHa OyOem uckamo
ymeutenus 8 obvamusax opyeux cocyoapcms” (“having lost the financial support of its
continental spouse, Britain will be forced to seek solace in the arms of other nations”)!*’,
where those lovers on the side are Saudi Arabia and the Middle East, “no npu smom 6wi16uiuii
€BPONEUCKULL MYAHC MOJACEN HAYAMb PeBHOBAMb U «NPEONPUHAMb KAKUe-1ubo Oeticmesus,

2

umoowl smozo ne npousoutio” (“However, the former European husband may become
jealous and "take some action to make sure this does not happen™).!® This description of the
future situation portrays the EU rather negatively as a “tyrant husband” who is preventing
the UK from becoming independent and starting a new life - building bilateral relationships
with other countries.

Continuing the divorce rhetoric, RT raises the issue of Scotland, Gibraltar and
Northern Ireland which do not support Brexit, rather pejoratively calling them the

offspring.'*® Gibraltar, for example, has been taken hostage by the current situation between
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mpaBo  JloHIOHa ~ OTKa3aThCs oT Opexcura”, Russia Today, December 10, 2018,
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pasBoautbes Oynyt’, Russia Today, April 29, 2017, https://russian.rt.com/world/article/384457-breksit-
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138 Tbid.
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the UK and Spain. '*° The views of the RT and the EU differ on this issue. RT is quite strict
that the question of Gibraltar is non-negotiable, while the EU representative states that now
they intend to support the EU member state.'*! It stresses once again that the EU is
"punishing" Britain intentionally ignoring the British side and trying to blackmail London
by supporting statements of various autonomies that could take on a separatist character.'4?

Overall, the pro-Kremlin channel continues to pursue a line of approval of Brexit.
RT notes, as in the section above, that some actors want to obstruct Brexit and do not respect
the choice of the people also within the country.!** However, RT seems to warn what the
consequences would be: “ceoum omrxazom nanama 1opoos noonucana 6wl cebe cmepmubiil
npuzoeop” (“with its refusal, the House of Lords would sign its own death warrant”).!4*

As noted above, the image of a country can often be conveyed through the image
of the political elite, the political leader. In this case, the image of Theresa May in the media
is a reflection of the image of the UK, especially in the process of negotiations. Thus, the
decisions of the Prime Minister of the country during this time period are characterised by
RT as unexpected, especially May's announcement of pre-term parliamentary elections,
which was “camvim HeobviualinbiM nOIUMUYECKUM PA3BOPOMOM 3a NOCIeOHee épems”’
(“recently the most extraordinary political u-turn”).!*> RT emphasises May's instability but
at the same the channel time offers a valid explanation: “Opumanckuii napramenm cman
ApeHoll NOIUMUYEeCKUX uep OJisl PA3IUYHbIX NAPMULL, KOMopble NOOPbLeaAom CmMabuibHOCHb
npasumenvcmea” (“the British parliament has become an arena of political games for
various parties, which undermine the stability of government”).!#6 RT notes that the prime
minister's decision could strengthen her position both in the country and during the Brexit

negotiations. '*” The situation itself, as RT describes it, is quite risky and dangerous; it has

been compared to gambling, where you either come out as a winner or lose it all — “M>u
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”).14% May herself has been characterised as controversial

uoém sa-oanx” (“May goes all-in
and sudden, but at the same time her decision is a powerful political move, which would
help to counter the weak opposition. 14’ May will have to confront not only the opposition
but also the EU, which is trying to reverse the Brexit process and influence the results of the
pre-term parliamentary elections.!*® This means that Europe will obstruct May in every
possible way. But, according to RT, the Prime Minister has “noxazana Eepocor3y ceoro
yemotiuugocms” ("shown the EU her strength™).!>!

Over time, however, Theresa May's image acquires more negative and weak
characteristics: “c mpyoom eepumcs 6 mo, umo OHA KAK-MO CMOMICEm Npeoooiems
cnoxcuswuiica kpusuc” ("it is hard to believe that she will be able to overcome the crisis")!'*?,
“ona noxaszana ceos xax neap@exmusnuili nepecosopuux”’ ("she has shown herself to be
an unsuccessful negotiator")!>*, “He xeéamaem mananma” ("Lack of talent")!**. The Prime
Minister is then portrayed as a selfish politician who ignores the rest of government in her
favour.!>> At the same time, RT attributes May the role of a “political suicide bomber”, as
her situation is a desperate one. '°° This metaphor is used to illustrate the extent to which the
EU has tied London's hands while Theresa May has been unable to cope with the pressure.

As events unfold, the narrative of Brexit in RT has become increasingly

controversial, which is conveyed through the use of harsher statements that emphasise that

none of the sides can define their aspirations, aims and opinions on the issue — “xay6ox
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npomusopeyuti” ("a tangle of contradictions")'”’, “ummepecor 6cex cmopon 3anymanvi
nacmonwvko” ("the interests of every side are so confused").!® The blame for these
difficulties is no longer attributed only to the European Union, which has previously been
accused of trying to blackmail the United Kingdom, but also to Britain itself, whose ruling
elite is on the verge of splitting up. !> This is evidenced by the numerous resignations of
ministers, which has caused intrigues within the government.'®® The whole situation is
referred to as a “noaumuueckum wmopmom” (“political storm”), which emphasises the
dramatic and rapid turnover of events and decisions. '°! Despite the resignation of some
ministers criticising Theresa May's decisions, the RT openly excuses the prime minister and
states that “uz mpasumenvcmea yxoosm nioou, Komopvle He 20mogvl Opame HA cebsl
omeemcmeennocmy 3a smu peutenus” (“people who are not prepared to take responsibility
for these decisions are leaving government”), which stresses the courage and commitment
of those politicians who continue to negotiate Brexit.'®?

The victimisation of the UK's image is reinforced by expressions such as “oasnenue

M1I63 " “Jlonoon oxazancs é

co cmoponvl Eepocoroza” ("pressure from the European Union
yaseumom nonoacenuu” ("London finds itself in a vulnerable position")'®4,
“Benuxobpumanus cuumaemcs 21agHou dHcepmeoi guckanvrol noaumuxu Eepocorosza”
("Great Britain is considered to be the main victim of the EU's fiscal policies").!®> In
addition, the EU is ignoring London's interest, benefitting from the unstable situation within

the British government.'%
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Nevertheless, one cannot say that the pro-Kremlin media feels sorry for the UK and
supports it in this difficult position. RT is quite harsh and slightly arrogant about the country:
“ona, nomepss peanvHoe eiusnue 8 mupe, seoém ceds kaxk umnepus’’ ("having lost real
influence in the world, it is acting like an empire”).!®” RT also refers to the fact that
politicians in the UK are looking only for power.'®8

According to RT, due to such complicated and long-lasting Brexit negotiations, the
contradictions in Europe are intensifying. So, “Opexcum u ece, umo ¢ Hum cés13aHo — 3mo
Jauws nepevie racmouku oveanra EC” ("Brexit and everything connected with it are just the
first signs of the collapse of the EU").!® RT repeatedly refers to states that might wish to
cut their ties with the union if the new terms of cooperation between the UK and the EU are
more beneficial. Thus, the topic of the decline of European integration and the domino effect
continues.!”® A rather vivid metaphor applied by RT to the EU is “paccuinarowuiics
kapmouynwiti domukx” ("the crumbling house of cards").!”! This metaphor highlights the
instability of the European Union and its fragility. However, according to RT, in order to
distract public attention from these problems, the countries shift the focus to Russia, and the
channel describes it in a rather satirical manner: “yowce ycneswias nabums ocKOMUHy
«pycckas npoobremar» UCnoib3yemcs Kaxk Nnamayes om 6HYMPEeHHUX npoodiem at06020
demoxpamuueckoco cocyoapcmea’’ ("the already overused 'Russian problem' is exploited as
a panacea for internal problems of any democratic state").!”? Such rhetoric represents both
the EU and the UK as unable to take responsibility for a mistake but looking for a way to
"whitewash" themselves and blame a third party.

Thus, the image of Britain in the negotiation process is concluded with the fact that
the country has been left alone.!”

Therefore, it turns out that at this stage the image of the UK in the pro-governmental

media RT is still ambiguous. Initially, covering Brexit and its negotiations, the channel made
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the UK look like a "hostage of the situation", which is experiencing the pressure from the
European Union. The image of Theresa May as a representative of the country also initially
had stronger characteristics - courage and commitment to face difficulties. As noted above,
the rhetoric of self-sacrifice for a "brighter future" is strong in Russia, so in this context the
problems are primarily presented as essential challenges on the way to freedom. However,
over time, as the negotiation process went on for too long and there was no sign of an
agreement being reached, the image of Britain, like that of Theresa May, appeared to be
weak and incapable of managing Brexit. Marking that there has been a split within the British
political elite, RT presents Britain as being confused. Thus, the image of Britain in this
thematic block is not stable but it changes depending on the context and the time. So, in the
context of relations between London and Brussels, Britain is still presented as a victim of
the EU, which will overcome all difficulties despite external and internal problems. But at
the same time, in a domestic context, the UK is presented in a slightly ironic way, with a
certain degree of derision about having great ambitions but not enough potential to achieve
the desired results. This rhetoric is particularly strong when Britain is put in opposition to

Russia.
3.3 Russian interference in the Brexit referendum

One of the key issues in the relationship between the United Kingdom and Russia
is the interference of the latter in the Brexit referendum through the emotional influence on
British voters via Twitter and through media propaganda. Undoubtedly, the accusations
made by the UK have had an impact on the image of the country in the pro-Kremlin RT
media, especially when the claims of disinformation were directly related to this channel.

So, the RT articles on accusations of Russia's possible interference in the
referendum are dominated by irony and counter-accusations against Britain for its failure to
focus on its own problems and distracting the public's attention.

Covering the claims made by Britain and the EU, RT refers to Russian government
representatives and calls the claims “cmpawmunxoii” (“a horror story”)!’* for the British

public, as well as “mugpuueckumu”’ (“mythical”).!”> Moreover, RT is extremely disrespectful
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in referring to these accusations as “noausim mpénom” (“drunken blather”)!’® and “xyueii
omxposennot axcu” (“a bunch of blatant lies”) due to the fact that there is no evidence of
interference.!”” RT denies any Russian involvement in the British electorate's decision. And
such harsh expressions highlight the extreme discontent of the Russian authorities. RT is
even describing the investigation seeking evidence of interference in the referendum as a
witch hunt, stressing the unrealistic nature of the incident.'”

In addition to discontent coming from the Russian side, the articles are dominated
by irony and derision over statements from the British political elite: “ona 3assuna, umo
napa meumos u homouion Mo2ym noaoAHcums Koxey sanaonoi demoxpamuu” (“she claimed

”)179

that a couple of tweets and photoshop could put an end to Western democracy , “Llenmpy

nPpasumMenbCmeeHHOU Ce53U CLed08AN0 UL HAHAMb HECKOIbKO 0e804eK-noOpOCmKOo8”
(“The Government Communications Centre should have only hired a few teenage girls™).!%
Here one can see the channel's sarcasm that Western democracy might be destroyed by social
media. If so, the pro-Kremlin channel believes that democracy in Europe is already unstable
and weak. RT also frequently refers to how much, according to Facebook, Russia has spent
on influence in the internet sphere: “obeunenus wna $1° (“$1 accusations”)'®!,
“Huumooicnocmo «poccutickux 3ampamy na noaumudeckyio pexiamy” (“The worthlessness
of Russian expenditures on political ads”)'®?, emphasising this as the main proof of their
innocence. Such accusations make RT laugh — “doxazamenvcmea, nao komopwvimu mui yoce
doeonvro nosecenunucsy” (“evidence that we have laughed at already”).!

Besides ironising the accusations made by Britain, RT puts a lot of emphasis on the

reason why they think these accusations are made. Thus, the pro-Kremlin channel said the
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main reason was to distract attention from domestic problems.'®* Moreover, when explaining
what kind of problems the rhetoric about Russia helps to hides, RT is already describing
them as extremely negative, which has not been seen before: “bpexcum epozum obeprymucs
nonnoii kamacmpogoii” ("Brexit risks to turn into a total disaster"). 8

In addition to the problems, there is another reason for anti-Russian sentiments -
The US influence: “6 yeooy Bawwunemona” ("to please Washington").!3¢ In RT's view, by
accusing Russia of interfering in the referendum, Britain supported anti-Russian rhetoric in
the US, hoping for approval from America, which also characterises Britain as a dependent
state, no longer on the EU but on the US.

RT presents the UK and its political elite as naive and willing to accept only their
own truth, ignoring the evidence: “B 6pumanckom napramenme obuoenucs, umo Twitter ne
noomeepoun um Haue emeuamenvcmeo 6 opexcum’ ("UK parliament is offended that
Twitter hasn't confirmed our intervention in Brexit").!®” The channel uses "our intervention"
here, which means it does not separate itself from Russia and its politicians, proving once
again the pro-Kremlin nature of the media.

RT supposes that all the accusations are directed towards Russia simply because it
is Russia which is suitable to be blamed: “7ézxas muwens” ("an easy target")'®3, “Jlonoony
6b1200H0 uckams “‘poccutickutl cred” (“London benefits from looking for a Russian
footprint”).!® Russia was not surprised by such accusations, and even expected them:
“Oemonuszayust Mockewl yKiaovleaemcst 6 00ugyio AaHmupoCCuiCKyIO TUHUIO NPABUMETbCMEA
koncepsamopog’ (‘“‘demonisation of Moscow fits in with the general anti-Russian stance of
the Conservative government”)!’, “smo oanexo mne eouncmeennoe obeunenue 6 aopec
Mockewr” (“this is not the only accusation against Moscow”).!”! Moreover, Russia seems to

tolerate and ignore these attacks, trying to appear, as they say, "better than that", showing its
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superiority.!”? Referring to Russia's political leaders, RT also highlights Moscow's
benevolence towards London.!”

To confirm its innocence and add credibility to its justifications, RT cites
politicians: “bpexcum He803MONCHO OBLIO HABA3AMb U3EHE, NOCKOJLKY CAMU OPUMAHYbL
svicmynaiu 3a 8v1x00 uz EC, nonacaem Apeun Boxpa” (“Brexit could not have been imposed
from abroad because the British themselves were pushing for leaving the EU, argues Arvin
Vohra”)!"*, “Bui ne mosiceme npunsmu mviciv, umo kmo-mo 6 Eépone mooicem evicmynums
¢ Opyeux nozuyuil. Bet nenpemenno 6yoeme ycmampusams pyky Mockevl”’, — ckazan Cmus
bpuya”, (“You cannot accept the fact that some people in Europe might take a different
stance. You will be certainly looking for the hand of Moscow, said Steeve Briois™)!*;
“npeocmasumenv  Benuxoopumanuu /[ocepapo  bammen oucmanyuposan  cebs  om
egponeliyes, npu3eas Koiee nepecmams sunumos Kpemiv 6 coocmeennvix npoonemax” (The
UK representative Gerard Batten distanced himself from the Europeans, urging his
colleagues to stop blaming the Kremlin for their own problems™).!%¢

It is worth noting that after the first accusations of Russian involvement in the Brexit
referendum, RT increasingly used sarcasm in its articles, even when the topic was not related
to Russia. For example, after Theresa May spoke out about possible European media
interference in the parliamentary elections, the pro-Kremlin channel ironically and even with
a degree of surprise wrote “obouwnuce ez pyccxux xaxepos” ("They made it without

"Russian hackers")!’, “xoz0a saxonuunucy pycckue ons obeunenuti” ("when you ran out of

Russians to blame").!?®
RT also puts great emphasis on the fact that no evidence was ever provided: “s

0OKYyMeHme He CO0epuHCanroch HUKakux npsamvlx ooxaszamenvcms’ ("there was no direct
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evidence in the document").!”” Constantly emphasising the lack of direct evidence, RT
influences the perception of its public and creates an image of mendacious Britain

Very often RT uses the word "allegedly" that connotes untruth and an incorrect
assumption: “Poccusi axobvl nposooum maxue onepayuu no ecemy mupy’ (“Russia
allegedly conducts such operations all over the world”)*®°, “daunsie 06 axxaynmax, saxo6ui
ceszanuvix ¢ Poccueil, xomopwvie 3anumanuce noaumuueckou asumayueti” (“data on
201

accounts allegedly linked to Russia that were engaged in political agitation “sAK00ObL

umenno Mockea npunoxcuna ycunus” (“allegedly it was Moscow that made the effort”).2%
So, denial of any involvement is achieved not only contextually, but also linguistically.

In addition to accusations of Russian interference in the Brexit referendum, the
articles include another topic that has affected the UK-Russia relations. It concerns the
poisoning of Sergei Skripal and his daughter Yulia, which occurred in Salisbury. The British
side accuses Russia, while the latter denies it. Moreover, RT notes that London, just as in
the case of Brexit interference, benefits from blaming Russia — “3auem Jlonoony cyenapuii
¢ ompasnenuem Cxkpunans” (“why would London need a scenario with Skripal

”)203’

poisoning “noimasce onpederumucs, Kak Ovimeb oanvute, Beruxoopumarnus pewiuna

npucoedunumuscs Kk aumupoccutickou kamnanuu” ("trying to decide what to do next, Britain

has chosen to join the anti-Russian campaign").?%*

According to RT, anti-Russian rhetoric
improves political ratings. 2°°

Generally, characterising the UK in this context, RT is rather negative and gives the
country an image of a messed-up state — “Coedunénnoe Koponrescmeo onpedenénno uemy-
mo npedano — monvko He ouenv nouamuo uemy” (“The United Kingdom is definitely
committed to something - but it' s not very clear to what”).?% Furthermore, it creates the
impression that British politicians are unable to think critically, and they are just following

so-called trends: “omo yowce napanoudanvmvie mvicau, HO makoe MvluLleHUe CMALO
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MelHcmpumom OJisl Co8pemMeHHo20 opumanckoz2o ucmebauwmenma’ (“this is getting
paranoid, but such thinking has become mainstream in the modern British
establishment”).?’” After the launch of the investigation on Russian interference in British
politics, RT no longer sees post-Brexit Britain as a prosperous state.?%

Thus, in this thematic block, the attitude of Russia Today towards Britain is more
negative. The dominant characteristics in the image of the country are chaos, attempts
distract the population with the " Russian problem", as well as unfounded accusations. RT
repeatedly emphasises the lack of evidence, which presents the UK as if it has slandered
Russia. Nevertheless, Russia, according to RT, takes the position "better than that". RT is
extremely ironic about the statements of the British political elite, which creates a hysterical
image around the United Kingdom. The country, according to the pro-Kremlin channel,

seems to follow the USA in adopting the general anti-Russian rhetoric in order not to become

an outcast.

3.4 The overall image of Great Britain in the pro-governmental media

Russia Today

Thus, having analysed the three main thematic lines in the articles of the pro-
governmental Russia Today channel, namely referendum results and consequences, EU-UK
negotiation process, and Russian intervention in the Brexit referendum, the image that this
channel created around the United Kingdom was identified. It is worth mentioning,
however, that this image is not permanent but has changed over time, depending on the news
agenda. For example, initially Russia Today supported Brexit and the British in their
decision to leave the EU. Britain was given the role of a victim of the European Union.
However, when articles mention the views of British politicians who oppose Brexit, RT
refers to the decision of the people and the fact that politicians, despite their opinions, are
obliged to implement it. The difficulties faced by the UK and its people were also viewed
with a degree of regret but presented as the price that the people are willing to pay for their
freedom from the European Union.

Further, when the UK-EU Brexit negotiations began, the image of the United
Kingdom became even more complicated. Thus, in the context of relations with the EU,

Britain is still given the role of victim, whose freedom is obstructed by the EU which makes
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the exit process more difficult, demanding large amounts of compensation and so on.
However, in the context of Britain's internally divided political elite, RT criticises the
government for its instability, inability to make decisions and its irresponsibility, again
stating that Brexit ought be done because the people have decided so. The problems the UK
has encountered are still perceived by RT as a sacrifice for liberation from the EU. As noted
earlier, this sacrifice is common to the Russian mindset - "one has to suffer to become
stronger and happier". Based on this, the problems are presented as a natural phase on the
way to the final exit from the EU.

In the third part of the analysis of the pro-governmental media, the channel's
rhetoric has changed dramatically. The problems that were previously perceived as natural
are now described as a "disaster"; and the UK itself is now responsible for these difficulties.
The reason for this change of image lies in politicians' statements about Russian interference
in the Brexit referendum. According to RT, these accusations are only made to hide serious
problems within the country and to distract the British people. Britain is now presented in
an extremely negative way. Firstly, as a hysterical state due to politicians speaking harshly
about Russia and, according to RT, not backing up their speeches with any evidence.
Secondly, it is seen as a guided country which does not have an opinion of its own but rather
follows the US lead for the sake of benefits. This conclusion is drawn by RT due to the fact
that Britain has "adopted the anti-Russian hysteria". Thirdly, a feature of weakness and
inability to solve the problems emerged. RT has repeatedly pointed out that Russia is blamed
only because it is very convenient to blame it as a third actor which is not involved in the
process. Thus, the image of Britain in the selected timeframe was initially ambiguous and
depended on the context, but over time, when statements about Russia's involvement in the
voting results started to appear, it changed dramatically, and the image became extremely
negative and "ridiculous" for the pro-governmental channel Russia Today.

In general, RT articles include a huge number of emotionally coloured words that
depending on the context and the topic of the article present the UK in a certain way - as a
victim of the EU or as a hysterical accuser. Moreover, the intertextual context of articles in
the pro-government channel clearly carries a division into "us" and "them", especially in the
articles on possible Russian interference in the referendum. Russians reading these articles
immediately put themselves, as representatives of Russia, in opposition to Great Britain, as
the latter is presented as an enemy in this context. Thus, on a psychological level, the media

has influenced people and created an image of the United Kingdom as a foe.
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4 Comparison of the images of the United Kingdom in the
opposition media Dozhd and the pro-governmental media Russia

Today

Based on the results of this study, it is possible to compare two apparently different
images of the United Kingdom. As the media articles were divided into three thematic
groups, the comparison is also carried out on the basis of these thematic blocks, namely -
referendum results and consequences; the EU-UK negotiation process; and Russian
interference in the Brexit referendum.

Taking into account the research criteria, it is worth noting that the Russian media,
both opposition and pro-governmental ones do not avoid using emotionally coloured words
to create a certain image of the country and a more colourful and vivid description of the
situation. However, despite the same purpose of using such words and expressions, the two
media convey different connotations and create two opposing images of the UK for their
readers. Regarding the intertextual context, it is obvious that the two media have different
hidden intentions and, indeed, the very message of the articles. In addition to providing
information to the audience through their publications, the media provide different
evaluations of the events and actions of the one or the other side at the level of intertextual
context.

So, in the articles covering the announcement of the referendum result and the initial
aftermath, Dozhd and RT have different views on Brexit and the future of the United
Kingdom. The channel Dozhd describes the event as a big mistake, a disaster and a shock.
Whereas RT is not surprised by the result and even slightly supports the decision of the
British. The pro-governmental media is creating an image of a victim of the EU who will
finally become independent. The image that Dozhd has created does not include such
narrative. As for the future of the UK, the opposition channel sees it as uncertain and
unstable, and explains the choice of the British people by their lack of awareness of the
European Union and its functioning. RT, in its turn, also notes the uncertainty of the future
of the United Kingdom but does not express any concerns in this regard, instead, appreciates
the fact that the people are ready to face difficulties. The lexical expressions used by the
Dozhd channel evoke an emotion of some regret and sadness about the choice that the people
of the UK have made. There is also the emotion of anxiety and fear about the future of both

sides. Thus, in this thematic block, the Dozhd articles are dominated by generally negative
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emotions, while the RT channel, on the contrary, describes the events in a positive way. In
the articles the emotions of national pride, recognition and approval are evident, even in the
context of future difficulties.

In terms of coverage of the negotiation process, the two media outlets also maintain
a different image of the UK. The Dozhd channel still follows such characteristics as chaos
and panic, but meanwhile, the UK has acquired a feature of being capricious due to the
decisions of its political elite and its inability to negotiate. When the negotiation process
began, the nature of the emotional appeal in the Dozhd articles did not change - the negative
ones still dominate here, but more strongly, as the Great Britain had already encountered
difficulties - fear, anxiety, worry and confusion. The image created by RT is more complex
- as noted above, it depends on the context of the news agenda. On the one hand, Britain is
still a victim of the European Union, on the other hand, due to internal contradictions and
instability, RT sneeringly notes the country's excessive ambitions while not having enough
resources and the inability of the authorities to carry out their duties. The emotions that RT's
articles convey also depend on the context. RT simultaneously expresses both pity for the
UK for having been and still being oppressed by the EU, but also a sentiment of
encouragement and pride that the country is about to be liberated. Nevertheless, in the
context of domestic problems, RT conveys an emotion of a certain contempt for the country,
specifically for its government. The UK-EU negotiations regarding their future have been
the most covered subject in both the pro-government and opposition media. This is due to
the fact that the negotiation process has not only lasted for a long time, but also has been
marked by various changes in the UK political arena.

The third thematic block dealing with Russian interference in the Brexit referendum
is marked with the most obvious differences. The pro-Kremlin RT dramatically changes its
attitude towards London. Now the channel is giving the United Kingdom extremely negative
characteristics, describing the country as unable to take responsibility for its own mistakes,
constantly looking for someone to blame on a third side, hysterical and influenced by the
opinion of the United States. RT obviously denies any attempts by Russia to interfere in the
referendum, referring to the accusations as rubbish and nonsense. Dozhd, for its part, covers
the topic trying to keep a neutral line and quoting both foreign sources and Russian
government representatives. It is worth noting, however, that during this period Dozhd
conducted an investigation about the Internet Research Agency, the so-called troll factory.

Of course, there was no explicit evidence of Russian involvement in the referendum in that
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investigation. However, the very fact that the investigation was carried out and the interview
of a former employee proves not only the methods of this organisation, but also that Dozhd
implicitly admits the possibility of Russian influence on the choice of British citizens by
means of social networks. In RT, however, this agency was never mentioned. Moreover,
any statements by the British representatives about Russian hackers and influence through
the internet were met with irony about the fragility of the democratic system in the West.
The issue of Russian interference in the referendum was mentioned the least number of times
in the articles of RT compared to other thematic lines, which suggests that this topic is not
very pleasant for the state channel; and mostly, these articles contain refutation of any
Russian involvement. According to the number of articles on the website of the Dozhd
channel this topic is in the second place, and the articles themselves tend to contain
statements of one and the other side. As for emotions in the articles, RT is now dominated
only by negative ones - arrogance, gloating, insult, contempt, indignation. These emotions
in the minds of Russian readers are evoked by the language used by RT as well as the context
as the channel tries to prove that the accusations against Russia have no confirmation and
are groundless. Dozhd also slightly changed the emotional palette in this thematic block. In
its coverage of the allegations and the development of the investigation, the channel shows
some indifference. It does not openly take the sides. But at the same time, as mentioned
above, the context of some articles makes it clear that it was possible, and it conveys an

emotion of some degree of regret.
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Conclusion

This Master's thesis, "Image of the United Kingdom in Russian media in the context
of Brexit", explores the image of Great Britain in the Russian pro-governmental and
opposition media. The aim of this research was to answer the questions: how is the United
Kingdom in the process of Brexit presented in Russian pro-governmental and opposition
media? And did the image change after accusation in Russian interference in the
referendum? In order to answer these questions, a critical discourse analysis of articles from
Russia Today and Dozhd was carried out, based on which the image of the United Kingdom
was identified.

During the research it was revealed that the media image of Britain in the opposition
media is very different from the image in the pro-governmental media. Thus, Dozhd
throughout the timeframe presents Brexit itself as a big mistake of the United Kingdom,
which was made due to the citizens' lack of awareness about the functioning of the European
Union and because the campaign for exit was based not so much on rational arguments but
rather on the appeal to emotions. As the country was divided over its opinions, and the
stances on Brexit and options for terminating EU membership differ even within the
government itself, Dozhd media sympathised to some extent with the UK, but nevertheless
presented the country as slightly capricious due to its instability and dissatisfaction with the
proposals coming from the European Union. The pro-governmental RT, on the other hand,
supports Britain in its decision to leave the EU. The channel presents the United Kingdom
as a victim of EU policy, which has finally made the right decision to free itself from the
European boundaries. The problems faced by the UK on the way to Brexit are perceived by
RT as the price of freedom, and the EU, according to the pro-government channel, obstructs
Britain from starting a new life and tries to hinder the implementation of the Brexit
procedure. Nevertheless, the image of the United Kingdom in RT is not positive. The channel
criticises the country's authorities for not being able to reach an agreement with each other
or with the EU, as well as for not implementing the will of the population. RT sneeringly
notes the weakness of the country and its too exaggerated ambitions.

Following the first allegations of possible Russian interference in the Brexit
referendum, the two media outlets also adopted different positions. In the Dozhd media the
image of Britain has not changed much but it has acquired a feature of justice and intention

to uncover the truth. Dozhd itself implicitly admits the possibility of Russian involvement.
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The image of the UK In the pro-governmental RT has changed dramatically. Apart from
denying any Russian involvement, the channel characterises the UK in an extremely negative
way, as a country that is unable to cope with its problems trying to blame others. RT seems
to be ironic about the allegations of politicians because they do not provide concrete
evidence.

Thus, this paper answers the research question and confirms the media's ability to
manipulate the public's perception through the use of certain linguistic units that convey
intercontextual meanings and hide the author's intentions. This paper could be extended by
analysing other media or by conducting a public opinion poll in Russia to find out which

image of the UK dominates the public perception, given the contradictory images in media.
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