Abstract

The work presents the Egyptian Western Desert, in its oases and caravan roads during
Roman rule (135" century AD). It focuses mainly on the collection of available written
and archaeological data on Roman fortifications and puts it into context with other general
information about the Western Desert. The interest is focused on the period 3r-5%
century AD, when the oases were fortified. The individual fortifications and fortification
elements are described and set in the context of the whole oasis and events during Roman
rule. Furthermore, the issue concerning the designation of these elements as fortification
elements is clarified and they are compared not only among themselves, but also with
other similar structures in Egyptian territory. At the same time, the work describes
caravan roads connecting oases with each other to the Nile valley and the Mediterranean
coast; outlines the relationship of fortification elements to these roads. The work thus

creates a comprehensive picture of the Western Desert during Roman rule.
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