The goa | of the work i s to pr e s ent the f ounding, the

relatively shorthis tory, and the organi z a t ion of the Le a rned
Societyofthe CzechRepublic.Elaboratingthecreationand
deve lopment of an impor tantins titution connectedwithscience
and s chol arship, onethatparticipatesinthelife of

cont empor ary soc i e ty, inc luding an unde r s t anding of thi s

group’ shistoricalroots, could contribute totheoverallview of
the formul ationand the peripetyofscientificpotentialand
institutional fundamentalsinthe CzechRepublic.

The Le arned Soc i e ty of the Cz e ch Republ i ¢ wa s f ounded

on 10 May 1994 ataceremonialsessioninPrague’s Carol inum
wi th the s igning of the “De c laration of the Le a rned Soc i e ty of
the Czech Republic.” Thefirstpartof myworkfocusesonthe
driving for c e sthat | ed to the f ounding of the Soc i e ty. In the
“Declaration”the Societyaligneditselfwiththetraditions of
the Royal Czech SocietyoftheSciences,andforthisreasonl
presentbasicinformationregarding this prede ce s sor to the
newly f ounded Le a rned Soc i e ty of the Cz e ch Republic. The

Roya | Cz e ch Soc i e ty of the Sc i enc e s wa s f ounded in the s e cond
ha | f of the 18t h c entury. I then bri e f ly addr e s s anothe r
significantsociety, the Czech Academyof ArtsandSciences,
whichwascreatedwithsubstantialassistance from benefactor
JosefHIlavka. ltisalsonotpossibletoomitmention of the

Cz e chos lovak Ac ademy of Sciences, f ounded in 1952.
Nevertheless, I have f ocus ed on the f ounding, t r adi t ions , and
currentactivitiesofthe Learned Soci ety of the Cz e ch Republic
fromitscreation to the end of 2006.



