
Addictological causes of declaration of nullity of marriage in 

contemporary canon law of the Roman Catholic Church 

 

Abstract 

This thesis presents in detail the addictological causes of marriage nullity in canon law 

of the Roman Catholic Church. According to the Canon Law (Codex iuris canonici, 

1983) a marriage may be declared null because of psychological inability under certain 

conditions. The addiction (and addictive behavior) is one of the most serious mental 

illnesses. Pope Francis pointed out the addiction as a „new form of slavery“ and a 

„wound in our society“ which should be combated with education and rehabilitation. In 

many cases the legal proceedings are very difficult and the canonical lawyers need the 

expert report from the field of addictology, psychology and psychiatry. The aim of this 

thesis is to give the essential addictological and psychological knowledge connected 

with the regulations listed in canon 1095 of the actual canonlaw code. 


