
The Christian Rejection of Animal Sacrifice and the New-Testament 

Conception of the Christ´s Death 

 

Abstract 

The thesis describes the relationship between the phenomenon of the animal sacrifice and 

the death of Jesus Christ. At the beginning of my study, I explain the basic interpretative 

categories that can help answer the role and substance of the blood sacrifice practice in the 

context of ritual activities of the archaic civilizations. Particular attention is paid to the Old 

Testament cult, because the sacrificial terminology, originating from this milieu, served within 

the framework of the New Testament canon as one of the fundamental ways to express Jesus 

Christ’s death mystery. The thesis follows up on modern anthropological theories of the animal 

sacrifice; in comparison with the specific Christian concept of the sacrifice, it shows how 

Christ’s unritual death and forms of its appropriation by believers might be considered the 

fulfillment and surpassing of all existing forms of sacrifice. 
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