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Learnability of ethics: is it possible to acquire a virtue? 
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This diploma thesis is focused on the field of virtue ethics as one of the main 

branches of the practical philosophy and on the theme of the possibility to learn or 

acquire a virtue. In the introduction part, it presents the context and the basis of the 

theme and besides that also the fundamental criteria, by which the outcome of the 

thesis and the main question will be assessed. Then a general description of the 

main principles of the virtue ethics is introduced. The next two main chapters are 

devoted to the description of the approach to this kind of moral philosophy in the 

works of it’s two most significant representatives, Plato and Aristotle. This description 

is held with the idea to stress those aspects of virtue, that are in connection with the 

possibility and forms of learning it. The next chapter brings several more examples of 

the opinion about both introduces conceptions from the viewpoint of the learnability of 

virtue. The conclusion then summarizes the described features of the virtue, in what 

way they connect with the idea of learnability and if they meet the criteria set at the 

beginning of the thesis. 

 


