
Abstrakt 

The present thesis connects two areas of studies: social work and theology. It gathers 

findings gained in social work targeted to people with mental handicap (with special focus on 

those with heavy forms of mental handicap), findings from socio-psychological studies of 

human motivation, and from theological analysis of the Gospel of Luke and its parables, and 

subsequently it endeavours to interconnect these findings. It pursues therein the question of 

utilising theological knowledge in forming motivation for engagement in social work. The 

focusing element of this interdisciplinary thesis is the theologically profiled concept of 

neighbour, which is eventually brought into relation with motivation to perform social work 

with the mentioned focus group. 


