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Overall evaluation: 

The thesis is a piece of independent research built around an original research idea.  
It develops existing constructivist IR approaches to analyze Russia’s involvement in 
Syria as yet another “recognition game” with the West.  The argument is well 
structured and convincing. The empirical sources are well selected and processed 
with the help of an appropriate coding software (MAXQDA).  The analytical part 
looks a little bit descriptive at times, and the interaction between different frames 
could actually be developed further.  Overall, the theoretical and empirical work that 
was done by the student is very impressive and deserves the highest possible grade.  
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