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At the center of her thesis, Veronika Miskejova examines both the methods and
materials used in religious education in public schools in the Czech Republic.
Finding it lacking, she then proposes a novel approach largely based on the
pedagogic praxis of John Dewey. She quite accurately describes Dewey’s general
approach - using not only Dewey but also W. James, Dewey’s primary source, as well
as N. Postman and J. Gatto’s more contemporary development thereof. She also well
develops a concise summary of the philosophical argumentation that lead to the
development of Dewey’s pedagogy. And with all this, she presents a potentially quite
useful syllabus for the teaching of religious content in public school - as general
knowledge outside the catechisms of a church setting.

By way of introduction, Ms. MiSkejova focuses on three propositions of a pragmatic
pedagogy: that epistemology is a function of interpretation and narration, that a
school room functions as a community of inquiry, and that an equation is necessarily
drawn between praxis - that is, action, and the generation of knowledge as the
formation of habits useful in thinking critically and well. It goes without saying that
she grasps and uses the notion that a pragmatic methodology is one that values an a
posteriori approach over that of a priori - to a pragmatist:

Truth is found in connections that are correspondent, coherent and useful. A pen is only a
pen if you recognize it as such. Making connections makes value.

In terms of philosophy, pragmatism answers the question of ‘why’ with a simple word -
consequence. In this, it served as an inspiration for both analytical philosophy and process
philosophy. Pragmatism is an American-English philosophical tradition and it shows us how
useful philosophy can be in an everyday life. It is a tool with which those who study it can
use to better see philosophy as a whole and use the heritage of philosophy in making inquiry
into their own individual thoughts, through their own interaction and experience. It is a
basic premise of pragmatic pedagogy that this is what is needed most when it comes to
teaching in schools.

As philosophy, this is not a whole argument: the thing - a pen, for example, remains
what it is whether or not it is recognized as such, but becomes the object ‘pen’ only
having been ‘read’ as such. In this thesis, however, questions of de-ontological being
are largely left aside. This thesis does not turn on development of the philosophical
argumentation - it recognizes and well describes a singular tradition, focuses on a
few elements thereof, and then turns to the use of the consequence of these
arguments in a practical setting - in this case, the teaching of religion in a secular
setting. And it does so with focused skill.



Ms. MiSkejova’s summaries of primary themes in the work of Dewey, James,
Postman and Gatto, as well as her short use of B. Russell are focused quite precisely
on both her critique of textbooks commonly used in teaching religion in the Czech
Republic and those elements she proposes within the syllabus she develops. Here,
she offers lesson plans focused on opportunities for the students to realize the value
of religious postulations within their own lives, but de-emphasizes the
memorization of dogma - which is, Pragmatically speaking, where the value of
religion lies. The potential value of such a syllabi, the competence with which the
activities are detailed therein, the focused use of clearly detailed philosophical
argumentation, and the well-researched and cleanly detailed scholarship all indicate
high quality work.

Veronika Miskejova has well demonstrated obvious skill at scholastic work, as well
as sincerity in her convictions and deep interest in improving the pedagogical
efforts in the Czech Republic. For all this, [ recommend this thesis for defense, and
for the highest evaluation.

Veronika Miskejova v centru své diplomové prace zkouma metody a materialy
pouzivané v naboZenské vychové na verejnych $kolach v Ceské republice. Vzhledem
k tomu, Ze chybi, navrhuje novy pristup z velké ¢asti zaloZeny na pedagogické praxi
Johna Deweye. Docela presné popisuje Deweytliv obecny piistup - vyuziva nejen
Deweyho, ale také W. Jamese, primarniho zdroje Deweyho, a také jeho
soucasnéjSiho vyvoje N. Postmana a J. Gatta. RovnéZz dobre rozviji strucné shrnuti
filozofické argumentace, ktera vedla k rozvoji Deweyovy pedagogiky. A s tim vSim
predstavuje potencialné docela uzitecny ucebni plan pro vyuku naboZenského
obsahu na verejné skole - jako obecné znalosti mimo katechismus cirkevniho
prostredi.

Na uvod se pani MiSkejova zaméruje na tri navrhy pragmatické pedagogiky: Ze
epistemologie je funkci interpretace a vypravéni, Ze Skolni mistnost funguje jako
komunita badani a Ze mezi praxi je nutné nutna rovnice - tj., jednani a ziskavani
znalosti jako formovani navyk uzite¢nych pti kritickém a spravném mysleni. Je
samozrejmé, Ze uchopuje a pouZziva predstavu, Ze pragmaticka metodologie je

s v

takova, ktera si vazi a posteriori pristupu pred a priori - pragmatikovi:

Pravda se nachazi ve spojenich, ktera jsou korespondujici, koherentni a uzitecna.
Pero je pouze pero, pokud jej jako takové poznate. Vytvareni spojeni ma hodnotu.

Z hlediska filozofie odpovida pragmatismus na otazku ,pro¢“ jednoduchym slovem -
disledkem. V tomto slouzil jako inspirace pro analytickou i procesni filozofii.
Pragmatismus je americko-anglicka filozoficka tradice a ukazuje nam, jak uzite¢na
miiZe byt filozofie v kazdodennim Zivoté. Je to nastroj, pomoci kterého mohou ti, kdo
ji studuji, 1épe vidét filozofii jako celek a vyuZit dédictvi filozofie pti zkoumani svych
vlastnich myslenek, prostrednictvim své vlastni interakce a zkuSenosti. Zakladnim



predpokladem pragmatické pedagogiky je to, co je nejvice zapotrebi, pokud jde o
vyuku ve Skolach.

Jako filozofie nejde o cely argument: véc - naptiklad pero, zlistava tim, ¢im je, at' uz
je jako takové rozpoznano Ci nikoli, ale stava se predmétem ,pera, jen kdyz bylo,,
precteno “jako takové. V této praci jsou vsak otazky de-ontologického byti z velké
casti ponechany stranou. Tato prace se neobraci k rozvoji filozofické argumentace -
uznava a dobfte popisuje jedinecnou tradici, zaméruje se na nékolik jejich prvki a
poté se zaméruje na vyuziti disledki téchto argumentt v praktickém prostredi - v
tomto pripadé vyuka ndbozenstvi v sekularnim prostredi. A to diky soustredéné
dovednosti.

Souhrny primarnich témat pani Miskejové v dile Dewey, Jamese, Postmana a Gatta,
stejné jako jeji kratké pouZiti B. Russell, jsou zaméreny docela presné jak na jeji
kritiku u¢ebnic béZné pouzivanych ve vyuce nabozenstvi v Ceské republice, tak na ty
prvky, které navrhuje v ramci osnov, které rozviji. Zde nabizi plany lekci zamérené
na prilezitosti pro studenty uvédomit si hodnotu naboZenskych postulaci v jejich
vlastnim Zivoté, ale zrusit vybér memorovani dogmat - coZ je, pragmaticky receno,
hodnota naboZenstvi. Potencialni hodnota takového osnovy, kompetence, v niz jsou
aktivity podrobné popsany, cilené pouziti jasné podrobné filozofické argumentace a
dobre prozkoumané a Cisté podrobné stipendium, to vSe naznacuje vysoce kvalitni
praci.

Veronika MisSkejova prokazala zjevné dovednosti ve Skolni praci, stejné jako
uprimnost ve svém presvédceni a hluboky zajem o zlepSeni pedagogického usili v
Ceské republice. K tomu viemu doporucuji tuto praci pro obranu a pro nejvyssi
hodnoceni.



