
Abstract  
My thesis looks into development into why European Union provides development assistance. My 

hypothesis is that it is becoming more pragmatic throughout the period 2014 to 2019. I begin my 

work with introduction into the topic, literature overview and presentation of the hypothesis. In 

the second part, I present theoretical framework of constructivism and methodology of motive 

analysis. Motive analysis is a method developed for studying motives via discourse. I have 

defined 7 motives in a coding book, which will be analysed in the speeches of EU representatives, 

concretely European Commission’s Presidents and High Representatives / Vice-Presidents 

responsible for European External Action Service. In the third pat, I provide brief overview and 

context of EU’s aid policies. In the last, analytical part, I analysed the speeches and identified 

each motives one by one, I have looked into development of motives throughout time and came to 

conclusion that most of time, all motives are prevalent behind development aid, only their 

occurrence and importance slightly changes, depending on internal and external factors. It can be 

seen thant while in 2014 the aid was slightly more tilted towards idealism, in 2019 the aid motives 

slightly shifted towards pragmatism.  


