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It goes without saying that the Bohemian Revolt had momentous influence on the
history of the Czech lands, its people and its culture. What may not be as well known
today is that the outbreak of the Thirty Years’ War in 1618 also had decisive impact
elsewhere, often in unexpected ways. In my home country, the Netherlands, the war
in Bohemia is generally considered as an appendix to the longer Eighty Years War;
the fight for independence against Habsburg Spain which started in 1568 and re-
sumed in full force around 1621. In the seventeenth century, however, the conflict
in Bohemia was of vital interest to the people of the Dutch Republic. The Protestant
Dutch saw a natural ally in Bohemia to fight the Habsburg Empire, opening up a new
front in a global struggle. The Dutch supported the Bohemian cause financially: they
had contributed 50,000 guilders per month to the Protestant German Union since
1613, and in 1618 they added another 50,000 guilders. After the Battle of White Moun-
tain, the Dutch would provide a home for the Winter King and his wife, Elizabeth
Stuart.

The revolt in Bohemia was also largely responsible for an important media de-
velopment in the Netherlands: the birth of the newspaper. The first printed weekly
newspapers were German, and had appeared in Strasbourg in 1605, followed by an-
other paper in Wolfenbiittel in 1609. The Dutch may not have invented the newspaper,
but they would produce more newspapers per capita in the first half of the seven-
teenth century than any other country in Europe. Amsterdam would develop into the
newspaper capital of Europe: it was here that the first French and English newspa-
pers (1620) were printed. The first Dutch papers emerged around the summer of 1618.
The oldest extant issue dates from 14 June, and we have four other surviving issues,
from 22 June, 15 November, 23 November and 30 November. All of these issues belong
to the weekly Courante uyt Italien, Duystlandt, &c. (Current news from Italy, Germany,
and so forth), published by Caspar van Hilten in Amsterdam. We know that at the
same time another weekly paper was published by Broer Jansz, also in Amsterdam,
named the Tijdinghen uyt verscheyde Quartieren (Tidings from various quarters), but
the first surviving issue of that paper dates from February 1619.

These two Amsterdam newspapers, like all seventeenth-century papers, were
largely composed of short news bulletins. These were dense reports, and went unac-
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companied by any commentary or further analysis. Newspapers did not interpret
the news, as they do today, but provided raw information for readers, who were ex-
pected to be informed enough to form the right opinion about the value and meaning
of the news reports. This was a tradition that the printed newspapers had adopted
from commercial manuscript newsletters, the so-called avvisi, which had originated
in Italy, and which were extremely popular amongst Europe’s ruling elite. The first
printed newspapers emerged out of this established market for manuscript newslet-
ters. The incentive to turn to print was commercial: a printed newsletter could be
produced in hundreds of copies, instead of a couple of dozen. But the emergence of
printed newspapers in the Netherlands cannot be explained by the ease of produc-
tion or lower price alone. It was not a coincidence that the first newspapers appeared
around 1618, when the revolt in Bohemia broke out.

The content of the earliest surviving Amsterdam newspapers is largely made up
of reports concerning the tumultuous events taking place in Bohemia: the aftermath
of the defenestration, the rallying of troops on both sides, and the diplomatic and
military manoeuvring of the most important princes of the realm. The newspapers
all contained long reports from Prague, which took up around a quarter of each issue,
while reports from Vienna, Cologne and The Hague also concerned the development
of the conflict in the Czech lands.

Why did these newspapers devote so much attention to Bohemia? Of course,
there was genuine interest amongst Dutch citizens in the revolt. More importantly,
the two news publishers, Caspar van Hilten and Broer Jansz, belonged to a political
faction in the Dutch Republic which had a profound interest in publicizing the war.
The two newsmen both described themselves as news writers for Prince Maurice of
Orange, the Stadholder and Captain-General of the army. Maurice was embroiled
in a political conflict with the most powerful regents of Holland, led by the elderly
statesman Johan van Oldenbarnevelt, who wished to avoid a renewal of war with the
Habsburgs. Maurice, on the other hand, was in favour of continuing the war, and
fighting the Habsburgs on as many fronts as possible by sponsoring or helping other
enemies of Spain. The newspapers of Van Hilten and Jansz offered welcome publicity
for the cause of Prince Maurice and his allies, by exposing the tribulations of inter-
national Calvinism, and rallying war sentiment to support the Bohemians against the
Habsburg Emperor. Although they claimed to be objective publications with sober
news reports, the first Dutch newspaper publishers had a partisan allegiance, and
placed the Bohemian revolt at the centre of their weekly issues.

After the Battle of White Mountain and the exile of the Winter King, the Amster-
dam newspapers did not fold. Instead they continued to publish many news reports
from the different theatres of the Thirty Years’ War, and soon also concerning other
political conflicts around Europe. The papers proved incredibly popular in the Dutch
Republic, and by the 1640s, Amsterdam was home to six Dutch newspapers, some
of which were published twice or three times a week. Newspapers also appeared in
other towns, following the standard set by the Amsterdam papers. The newspapers
expanded in size and scope, and instead of the four or five reports that the first news-
papers included, they contained more than twenty. Although Prague remained an
important news centre for the Dutch papers, with at least 1,402 reports from Prague
placed in seventeenth-century Dutch newspapers, after the Thirty Years’ War the city
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lost its prominence to new centres of conflict, such as London, Paris and Vienna. Nev-
ertheless, it was the news from Prague that first encouraged news writers to think
of publishing a printed newspaper. It is to the Bohemian revolt that the Dutch press
today owes its existence.
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THE REPORTS

Below you will find extracts from the first five surviving Dutch newspaper issues.
Each contained a report from Prague, which is reproduced here, translated into Eng-
lish. The reports provide a good indication of the style and tone of early newspapers,
which has been kept as faithful to the original as possible.

This is the oldest surviving Dutch newspaper, the Courante uyt Italien, Duytslandt, &c. of 14 June 1618.
Most Dutch newspapers were printed similar to this example, on a half-sheet folio, in double columns.
The first issues were printed on the front side of the sheet only, but by 1621 reports also occupied the
back side. In this issue, the report from Prague takes up most of the first column and the top of the sec-
ond column. Image reproduced with permission from the Kungliga Biblioteket, Stockholm.
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_ VVtVenetienden . Tunij, Anno 1618,
D €25 Paffato 1g geadvifeert Wozden/van
LJ et gegot berract aibi. ¢y twelck ontbecht
ig /3nnue bele bex felber genifiiceert dDaer onder
eenighe Francopfen/die fich.met deSpaenfchen
ende eenighen Defer €ellupden berbonBen befe
Atabraen soplaetfen eide meecin byant te fiez
fiew ende re pionderant, ghelgelimen dan agn fes
her plaetfen bp de jo.potren met bierXere heeft
ghevonden/her Welche eche hunner mede gefel

fent aon defer Sergu. oncdeclic heefr 7 den wele? |

Ben(p 2 5, bupfent ducaten hebben bevecrt : Alg
fulchz Die andere hebiben bernomen/ 3indec bp.
700 Yuech) ghyeloopen. Doch 20.Dacr han gebanz

Courante uyt Tralien; Duytllande; & 7+

| ,;pmu Bat Bp bier toe fp gheperfubert/ begheert

geen offitte meer/ inet bermelden dat alles ban
ven Fefutopten kome, Ve Boere Sinpfanfhj
Die teghentwooydich tot MWeenen ig / heeft aende
ﬁ&a:utl tnnrk ghefchzeen/ ende genade acnfoecs
en laten, Jes. ; L ¢
De Cheiirboyft ban Saren/ heeft cetien pofk
acn befe Heeven efenfozen ghefohden detnetc.
‘baieben ghefcheurt Wwozbew, >
3. Vit Ceulenyden tr. Dito. ;
_ABp hebben van Pzefburgh /dar alfon die tp-
binghe aldaer ban het @umult ban Page aen-
‘guany/ dat alles in ftille as/ ende die Yongerz

‘ghen/ ende defe daghen z0. ban Padua al-Hier | (che krooninghe tot op2>artholomei/ig upt ahes

ghebacht/oock noch Bagyelfichr van daer ende.
Derona/ Bicenza/ Wevgartno/ ¢fi andere plaeez.
fen ghebanckelyck geBzachit Wwerden : Defe onfer
Ratien alhier biedacr toe gheholpen /390 Deg

ftelt \oopoen. e ;

Dt Weench Yeefimen / dat den Paager 1707
ceg/albaer velen feltfaemn 18 ooz komen/Yosilen
niet Datimen Baer bah fp2eken foude / foo ig den

ndchtg van wegen Parer grooter vienden vere | Secretarig Wichna/van Page ontloopen 3ihns

Dronckicn Wozden/ende fiomen dagpelfcht noch
wiondertycke fafien ach den dach / fonderlpcken
Dat de Sparenfche dete Stadt alfo innene WIldE.:

baer ooch fterchie peparatie vande Beeren Ve«
feufozen boo; ghenomen/die ban Saren Juliug

D@e nicutuen Pertogh P2iuli/is met 1 2.fche | foude befiellinge op ech regiment boetvolek ende

pen/ende ban den 4+, Heere/ op den Pusento:

| 2000.Peerden hebben/eude fuert die Trommel

ro/welchie 4.andereBallepen/die geftadich haer | aldaer omgbheflagen.

ghelchut log ghefchoten/ gheconbopeert /ende
eexlijcken inne ghebaelt / groote bzeuchden-fees
fte/tot indéu nacht gehonden.Doch by de crone
stinghe vele ghelts upt ghetwozpens :

¢ V Vi Prage,den 2, dito. 4

Die Htatenshn cenfdeels van hicr bertroes
Ren/bant weghen hetPinexeerfeeft/op hare poe:
-Deéren/ fullenbaeft weder conten / ondertufichen

ouberneren dig Becren defenforen albier.

- Defen mogen is denFefuwpten/van 3.BHees
reiv3. Ridderg perfoolen/ ende 3. bander Bhe:
riepute een Decreet/van den Beaten overgege-
ben/ dat fp hun metten eerften upt Prage /ende
anvere Sreden / bant geheele Coninchirfich Bes
hemen beghieben fouben/ig oock terftont een gu-
arde boo2 hun ollegie alhice beftelt Wwozben,
Bie Staten laten onck te Peerde ende te boete
bele bolck aennemen/ende vermanen die ghein
cozpozeerbe Landen den ghemarchten accooyt/
ende om affifientie aenhouden. Laten oock die
<Croone tot iarlfteen Revch bekaren; 4

?dc Waetf-hecren ende andere/die hef met de
Cfftcierd ghefiouden/hebben ettelijche dupfent
Ftozpuen / poch £ opperfte Bo2ah-Brabe 100,
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ol tot aennemingfie Des volckr te gebupchen.
Die CatholjckeDtaten Hebben fich oock met de
‘Cuangelifche berbonden / nu bosytaen met efm
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- 1Bt Puptflant wert geabbifeert/dat denBe-
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tracteert pebben, RS Gl

20p erftacn oock dat in Duptflandt ober al
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Ijjck bon alreede eenighe Bewelhebberg aﬂticz
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&qggm ende Biffthoppen oock bolck aennemen
ilben. ey .

~ VVtse'Graven-haghe den 13.Dito:

Pooz wepuich baghen arvibeerde athier een
Bhefanten ban den Soot-Dozft ban IPofcos
bien/mef eene tamelijcke groote supte:  Spnde
beg anberen daechs ban be Bhedeputeerde der
@Bheneralttept/ende bande BrerePrince neffeng
sinen Beeve Wroeder ende andere Peeren be-
feaht ende willecom gheheeten. Siin voorleden
aterdach met eenighe Carotfen inde Bhene-
ralitept ter audientic ghebzacht Wwoben. IDat
Pare aenbenge ig/falmen ’tfpner tit bernemen,
- Doozleden Barerdach fiozgens ig 3in &G,
‘Bave Wilhelm Lodewieh upt Vicfant oock
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Ken/be welckeop 130. dbupfent Flopnen bedzas
gn/mazr fiw felbe iff ontcomen/ met Pater Col-
pat'Fefutviit. @och Hreftmen onder 3fne fas
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bes Fiepferg (ecveer perfeghelt waren. e Dees
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L. aam®
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{p lupden hun tot De andere Steden/ Poyt/ Ams
| ferftam/ Euchupfen/ete.fouden boegen/ciimes
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beraet noth eenighe dDaghen ghenomen haddew..
Doch fouden hun defe Wweke/ algde omwgghy
j abje bp be Bheneralitept gefchieden fal/ oock fic
inalijch berclaren. @nde foo booytgbp beanbere
Stedenvoch ghefchieden /om te Weten /twatfe
epndelpick te Doen bedacht 3pn,

de/aldaer ooch aencomen, Snvertuffchen Werg

at tot Dzede ende eenichiept Dient/ ges-
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